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GREEK WIT. 

1. 

ONE day, when snow wis ftlting, Uie King of 
di« Sqpthiani atked « man, who was hraWng 
it andad, whether he felt cold ? The Bum asked 
in retani, whether his anigesty Mt cold in his 
fece? *« Gfertaidtf not,** said the king. rThen,** 
replied the ma, '^neither do I fed the cold, fer 
/mmmMJbm.'' AmuAN, K«n Mil. Tii. 6. 

a* 
Xanlipp^ the wife of SoeraNi^ heii« rd«cla«t 
10 p«l on her hMihand^ Mantle to go and see a 
ps o mei on> w«i ^Mt tehidhed hy hint •«What 

jeai wn gesi^ mwt m w vo w% ink lo ev acnu 

A ^wHi oM emey wom KMa cmm to S|poi%a 
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' \ * 
rote and uaa, ** How can there be anythiiig tomid 

in the words of « man who goes about with a lie 

on his head as well as in his heart ? *' 

AiLiAN, Vdr, Hisi. Til aa 



4. 
The elder Dionysios, in reproaching his son and 

heir for some act of debauchery, asked, if he CTer 

knew him, the father, do the like? ''Yoa," 

replied the yoath, " had not a fi&ther who was a 

king." «' And 'yon," rejoined the other, "will 

never have a son a king, if yon don't leave off 

acting thus." 

Plutarch, Rig. et Imp, Ap^ph, 

DwH,Sen, 3. 

5. 
The same Dionysius, imposing taxes on the 

people of Syracuse, and observing that they had 

recourse to tears ^md entreaties, and protestations 

that they had no money, made the assessment 

twice and even thrice. But when he heard that 

they publicly laughed and jeered at him, he said, 

"StopI They have no money now; they are 

beginning to despise me.** /IfV. 5. 



I 



6l 
A certam stnnger ouae to teU Dioajaas tkat 
beoodd nstrad \dm pirrmtely how be wf^ be 
MMewuiied oi tOBsphnofSi a^unst bin. Wbea 
i tf o da ce d , be aud» "Give me two brndred 
pomdSk tbat jov may ^pmr to bave bad 
■atkm of tbe aeocC signs.* DnjsiK at' 
C>«<e tbe awMBt asked, tbat tbe peopk wgk 
sappoee be bad beea told sowief hing japortat ; 
aad be tboas^ tbe device a devcr ooe. 

Plutakcr, RMf^ H Jm^ AptftL 

y. 

A talkative bhui was trauuBf tbe beaid of 
Kii« AididaMb and asked, *" How sbaU I c«t it ? * 
/b jdbm;" lepfied tbe kii«. OULArdLx. 
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8. 

Soaw OM baviig tbiowtt water Ofor Aicbefatt^ 

bis friends tried to tiaspefala bim ifaiaal tbe 

■MM. *«IlwasMtCtaidtbekii«^ *«wbombe 

tbiew water a|» bn tbt ptnoa bt tappoMd I was.* 
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icported to Philip of Maoedon, he exclaimed, 
** O Fortmie, do me tome little hann at a set-off 
to ao amch good I** PLVTA&CHt «/ mp. Pkii. 3. 

la 

Philip, in paiaiiig tentcnce on two roguei, 

ofdered one of them to leave Macedonia with all 

ipeed, and the other to tiy and catch him. 

Jhid. la. 
II. 

When aboDt to encamp on a beatttifel spot, and 

being told there was no fodder for the cattle, 

Philip ezdaimed, " What a life is oins, if we are 

boond to live for the cooTenience of asses 1 " 

Ihid. 13. 

13. 

Being desirous to occupy a strong position, 
which the scouts reported to be almost impreg- 
nable, he asked, " Is there not even a pathway to 
it wide enough for an ass laden with gold?*' 

Ibid. 14. 
13. 
Sosne Olynthians complaining that Philip*s 

oourtiers were denouncing them as trmUtrt^ he 
remarked, "they were rode and illiterate for call* 
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14. 

Philip, essaying at a dinner to correct and 
criticise a mnsidan's performance, was thus ad* 
dressed bf him: — "Sir, may yon never have such 
bad luck as to understand these matters better 
than I." Pluta&ch, «/ sup, Phil, 29. 

IS- 

Alexander the Great being asked just before a 

battle if he had any further commands, replied, 
" Shave the beards of the Macedonian soldiers. 
There is nothing like a beard to get hold of in a 
fight." IhUL AUx. la 

16. 
Antagoras the poet was cooking a conger-eel 
and holding the pan himself^ when Antigonus 
came behind him and asked, "Do you suppose 
Homer, when he was writing Agamemnon's deeds, 
cooked a conger?" "Sir," replied the other, 
"do you suppose Agamemnon, the doer of such 
deeds» troubled himself to inquire whether any of 
hit nm oooked ooogen in camp 7 " 

JHd. Aniig» 17, mm/ Athkm. 
viii. p. 34a F. 
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17. 

Themistodes, being asked whether he had 

rather be Homer or Achilles, replied, ** Would 
ym rather be a conqaeror at the Olympian games, 
or the crier who proclaims the victors ? *' 

Plutarch, mi mp. Themia. 2, 

18. 

A man of Seriphns once remarked to Themis- 

todes, that his greatness was dne to his dtj rather 

than to hhnseU: " Well," replied Themistodes, 

"perhaps I should not have been famous as a Seri- 

would yoa as an Athenian." /M, 7. 



'9. 
Themistodes said that his son, who knew how to 
wheedle his mother, was the most powerful man in 
all Greece. " For," says he, " the Athenians rule 
the Hellenes, I rule the Athenians, your mother 
rules me, and you rule your mother I " /Hd. la 



An Qliterate man came to Aristides, and asked 
him to write on the billet for his banishment the 
"Aristides." "Do you know Urn?" asked 
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the minister. *' No, I don't ; bat I hate to hear 
him always called thi ynsi,** Aristides made no 
reply, but wrote his own name as he was re- 
quested. Plutarch, mi tup, Arist, a. 

31. 

Aristides, being sent out on an embassy with 
Themistocles, with whom he was not friendly, 
asked him whether they shotdd give up their 
enmity at the border of Attica 7 " For on retnm- 
ing we can, if we please," said he^ " take it np 
again/* Ibid, 3. 

32. 

Aldbiades, having bought a remarkably hand- 
some dog for a laige sum, cat off its taiL " This I 
do," said he, "that thc^Athenians may talk about 
it, and not concern themselves with any other acts 
of mine." JHd. AU, 2. 

23. 
Being told that Pericles was engaged in consi- 

^Sring how he shonid give in his aocoonts to the 

Athenians, Aldbiades remarked, "Would it not 

be wiser to consider how he should km/ give his 

accounts?" IhUL \, 
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Lamacliiis was bkming one of his oAoen for a 
mitUke he had oommitted. "I will not do it 
again," aaji he. "No^** fcplicd Laauch«» 
''flUitakct cannot be made twice in war." 

PLUTARCiit M/ tm^» Lmm, 

as. 
Iphiciateti fortifying a camp with a moond 

and a palisade, though in a friendly coontry, was 

asked, "What have we to fear?" <'The wofst 

wofds a general can ntter," he replied, are, "/ 

J6. 
Phocion, finding that all the Athenians expressed 
their approval of a measure he was proposing, re* 
marked to a friend, "Sorely I haYe not said some* 
thing ^«/ by mistake I" /l./^l«r.4. 

Demosthenes, the orator, having said, "tlie 
Athenians will pat yon to death, if they lose their 
wits,** some one replied, "And yon, if they retain 
them." /1. 6. 
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28. 
The wife of Pelopidas entreated him, when 
going forth to « battle, to take care of himselt 
"The adTice," he replied, « which should be 
given to a ruler and a commander is, to take cart 
of the dtisens." Plutarch, «/ sup, Pehp, 3. 



29. ^ 
On one of his soldiers remarking, *' We have 
(alien in with the enemy," «* Rather," said Pelo- 
pidas, "the enemy has (alien in with us." 

30. 
Agesilaus being seen by a firiend playing at 

horses with his children by riding on a stick, said 
to him, '*Tell nobody, till you are a father your- 
self.'* ML Apopk, Zur., Agi$. 7a 



31. 
Two persons requested ArchiHamus to act as 
•rbitiator in a quarreL " Will you swear to abide 
by my decision?** he asked. On their assent under 
oath, he leplied, "Then I adjudge that you shall 
not leave this temple till you have made friends." 

Md.AnA.{Ztmx./U.)6. 
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The stme Archidamiu, on receiving « hanh 
letter from Philip after the battle of Chaeronea, 
•aid, "If fo« wiU measure your shadow, yon will 
not find it has become longer since yoor Tictory." 
Plutarch, w/jar/. Artk. {Aia.JU,) i. 

33. 
A Spartan ephor cat two of the strings of a 

harp» nying to the performer, "Dont morder 

■rasic." IHd. Emerep. l! 

34> 
Demantns^ on hearing a plajrer on the harp, 

leiMvkedt '* He doesnt imddk badly." 

IHd% DtM, 3* 

35- 
Demaratm, being asked at a meeting whether 

he was silent thfongh folly or because he had no- 
thing to say, rq>lied, "A fool«mtf not be silent.** 

^ Endamidasb hearing an old philosopher lecture, 
and being toM he was seeking after Tlrtue^ asked, 



GREMK WIT. IS 

" And when will he imt it, if he is only now look* 
ing for it ?" Plutakch, «/ sup. Emdam, a. 

i 
37. ^ 

Callicnttidas, on declining a dishononrable j 

briber was pressed by Oleander, "I would have 
taken it if I had been yon.** "And so should I 
have taken it," he rejoined, '< if I had been ym.** 

ini CaUicr. i. 



38. 
Cleomenes, on being offered some 6gfating-€ocks, 
recommended to him as " fighting to the death,*' 
said, "Giye me rather the cocks that will kill 
them : they are the better birds." 

JHd, Cham, I. 

39- 
Leotychidas, the son of Aristo, was told that 
certain people were speaking ill of him* " I am 
not surprised," said he t. *'iioC one of them knows 
how to speak well" Jhid. Lt§i. I. 

A snake having twined itself rovnd a key, which 
was declared by the seen to be a portent, LeoCy- 
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diidas RBuukedt "It woald luiYe been more of 
a portent if the ke/ had twined itself round *« 
make." Pluta&cb, «/ mf, Lt§i, a. 

41. 
Philippus, a man in great porerty, profesied to 

initiate persons in the Orphic mjsteriesy telling 

them thej woold be the happier for it after death. 

"Why, then," said Leotjchidas to him, "don't 

yon die joorself at oooe, yon old fool, that yon 

may no longer hate poverty and misery to be- 

waU?** nid.Lut.1. 

4a. 
When some one said to Leonidas, "The enemy 

are near nst" he rejoined, " And we are near the 

enemy* IKdm JLiOH, y. 

43- 
A Spartan was asked why he wore soch a long 

beard. He replied, " That when I see the white 
bain in it, I may do nothing unworthy of them.** 

IbuU JXapJL Ap^pk, 3. 



A Spartan, being told that the gvests at a certain 
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banquet were compeUed to drink, askedt " Are 
they obliged to eat too? ** 

Plvtarch, Dimpk, Apoph. $. 

45- 
Pindar baving caUed Athens "the support of 

Hellas," a Spartan remarked that Hellas would 
haTe a fall if erer it danced on such a support as 
that 1 Ihid. 6. 

46. 

Some one seeing a picture of Laconians being 
killed by Athenians, obterred, "Braire fellows, \ 
these Athenians." " On etmvas^^ interposed a 
Laconian. JhitU 7. 

47. 
Some one plucked the feathers from a nightin- 
gale, and finding it a Tery small bird, ezdatmed, 
"You little wretch, you're nothing but wktr 

IM. 13. 
4«. 
A man at Sparta said to a Ijiconian, "You 

cannot stand as long as I on one leg." "No^" 
replied the other, " but m^fm tan/* /M/. 16. 



49^ 
A Laconian painted on his shield a fly not larger 
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than the lile. When hit friends Uunted him with 
doing this to escape obsenrmtion, he replied, ** I 
do it to be seen, for I come so dose up to the 
enemy that they can phdnly see it, small as it is." 
Plutaech, /Vtf/I. Apoph, 3S. 

SO. 
Some persons meeting on the road a party of 

Laconians said to them, "Yon are in luck, for 

banditti hare just left the place." '*The luck is 

rather theirs, in not meeting with ns,!' was the 

reply. /M/. 33. 

SI. 
Some one seeing the respect paid to elders at 

Sparta, remarked, " This is the only place where 

it pays one to grow old." Ibid. 57. 

Sa. 
A Confessor at the Mysteries Mked a Laconian 

what most grieroos sin he was consdoos of? He 

replied, *'The gods know." Being pressed, he 

inqoired, "Must I tell yoo, or the god?" **The 

god," was the reply. "Then," said he, *' do yon 

leure. i9m% jpg. 
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A man ^mSao^ a grmTe at Bicfat saw a gliost 
Roshing at H with hit lance^ he ezdaimed, *' Yon 
think to escape me^ but look o«t for a seooad 
deadi I* Plutarch, Dit^ Af^pk. 6d 

54. 

A LaconJaiy having net with a defeat in a 

wrestlii y a t di at Olympia, was told that the ad- 

Ycnaiy had proved himadf a better omb. *' Not 

a better M«%* said he } "only a better thrower.** 

Aaother Ls(cwia« was jwl C^ui( to slab hb 
cBUBj iracB a fscall was sovaded% Beng asked 
whjhedid wit sliqf his fee whoi he was ia his 
power, he aaswei«d» ** Because it is better to obey 
thaatokiH** /M 6c 

A ijif Mil a ofelehialad ataltfMi was wfv fe^d mA 
pfawaa^ aad lacd to sp aiid laift s«sm oa thcsa at 
hi CMapawhu HeM^ Uisy wtn sliU 
■I uMiyi^ as wiRv mMHtr wwawK a ^■ay * 
4Ag^ aad had aimy wn^ ninifi> ThtMlivas 
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be asked, on seeing them. " None," they replied. 
'*Then lail back to Mintunue this instant," said 
be to the captain, '*and don't touch at land." 

Athbnabus, i. p. 7. B. 

57. 
Philoxenus, the poet, was dining with Dionjsius. 

Observing a hirge muUet placed before the host, 
and a small one before himself, -he took his fish in 
his hands and applied it to his ear. " What are 
jon doing ? " asks Dionysius. " I am writing a 
poem on Galatea, and I was just asking some in- 
formation about Nerens. Bnt my fish tells me it 
was caught too young, and nerer went in Nereus's 
train. Yours, it says, is older, and knows all that 
I wish to learn." Dionysius laughed, and sent the 

poet his big fish. Ihid* p. 6. E. 

58. 

An Epicurean was present at a banquet in which 

a fine eel was served up. " Here," says he, " we 

have the Helen of the feast I I will be Paris, and 

carry her off." And he stripped the whole side to 

the backbone. Athbn. viL p. iqS. D. 

Dorion, a flute-player, hearing some one at 
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dinner praise the under-cut of a tunny-fiih* oh- 
lenred, " Very true : but you ihould eat it at I 
do.** ^^Howbthat?" ** Vniy, ym mtui like it.** 

Athbn. viii. p. 337. D. 

6a 
The lame Dorion, dining with one Nicooreon 
in Cyprus, admired a goblet. ** If yon like,** says 
the host, "the artist shall make yon just tndi 
another." " Let him make it for jwth** was the 
reply, "and you shall make this one a piesent to 



me. 



n 



61. 



JW. 



The same Dorion was punishing a slave for not 
having bought fish. ** Don't you know even their 
names V* he asked. "Salmon, turbot, mullet—** 
" Do stop," said he ; " those are the names of 
angels, not offish.** IM. p. 338. A. 

62. 
The same artist had a club-foot, and missed the 
dress-shoe of the lame loot at a banquet " My 
worst wish to the thie^** he exclaimed, * is, that 
ihttkoeme^JUk^H.*' Md. 

63. 
A stole a fish in joke, and gave it to B. 
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ciiirged with the iheft, KuLjt^ *'I swear that I 
have not got it» and I know no one else who took 
it" ^sayi, " I swear I did not take it» and I 
know no one else who has it" 

Athbn. viiL p. 338. C. 

Aristippns was blamed by Plato for having 
bought so many fish. " I only gave twopence for 
them/* said he. "Why," says Plato» *'/ could 
have bought them for that" " Do you see," re- 
torts the other, " If my fault is to be too fond of 
fish, yours b to be too fond of money. " Ml. 

65. 
Theocritus, of Chios, said to one Diodes, a fish- 
glutton, who had lost his wife and was cramming 
in fish at her fimeral feast, while at the same time 
he shed tears : " Weep not ; yon can do no good 
by— fish-eating 1" IHd, p. 344. B. 

66. 
ff Demylus, seeing a nice dish offish at a banquet, 
. and widiiiv to have it all to himself; spaiinioii. 

IM. p. 34$. C 
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67. 
One Stratonicnsy a music-master, had only two 

jMipils, bat one statue of Apollo» and nine of the 
Muses. Being asked, how many jMipils he had, 
be replied, ** Twelve— induding the gods." > 

Athen. Tiii. p. 348. D. 

68. 
The same Stratonicusi on giving a performanee 
at Rhodes, and failing to get any applause^ left the 
theatre with the remark, " If you won't do that 
which costs you nothing, how can I expect to get 
any money fipom you?" Ibid, p. 35a B. 

69. 
The same remarked of one Satyrus, a sophist, 

that "he was surprised his mother could have 
borne for ten months one whom no city could bear 
for ten days." IM, 

70. 
The same, meeting an acquaintance whose shoes 
were particularly well blacked^ condoled with him 
on hb fallen fortunes. "For,** said he, "none 
but yourself €C9dd have cleaned those shoes so 
weU I" ML p. 351. A. 

> 1lMjoinbUtt«riadMGfMk,lbr««9«4MkhMalM 
dM ataaiaf " ikaaks 10 tht godi.** 
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71. 
The same, on seeing many dedicatory tablets 

it a shrine near a badly-senred cold bath, ex- 
claimed, " Every bather here leaves a token of 
thankfblness for his life.** Athen. viiL p. 351. A. 

The same, hearing some one sing, asked, "Who 
wrote the rerses?" "The poet Crab." "I 
thought," he rejoined, "it was a crab rather than 
a man." Ikid. p. 351. F. 

73. 
The same^ coming to a well in a town with pale- 

fiioed inhabitants, asked if the water was drink- 
able? "fr# drink it," said the water-draweis. 
" Then," replied he, " it b m/ drinkable." 

Ibid, p. 352. 

74. 

One Pampeltts, being asked his opinion of the 

Boeotians, who were gluttons, replied, ** Their con- 

▼ersatioB b just what that of pots would- be if 

they had a voice, namely, how much each hokU." 

Ibid. ix. p. 418. A. 

75. 
PynlMH of Elis, when one of his friends had 
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given him an expensive entertainment^ exclaimed, 
" I shall not come to your house again, if yon treat 
me so. It pains me to see you incurring so much 
expense unnecessarily ; why, you have hardly room 
at table from the number of dishes I Entertain us 
with mutual conversation rather than with a great 
variety of viands, most of which go into the 
stomachs of the waittrs,** Athbn. ix. p. 419. D. 

76. 
Plato, living in the Academy at Athens, which 
the physicians considered unhealthy, was advised 
to remove to the Lyceum. " I would not have 
removed even to the top of Mount Athot,** he 
replied, "for the sake of a longer life.** 

Ablian, Var, Hist, ix. la 

77. 
It was a saying of Themistocles, " If some one \ 

were to show me two roads, the one leading to 

the devil, the other to parliament, I would ckoosi ' ^ 

tktformer.*' Ibid. 18. 

Aristippus the philosopher showed much anxiety 
in a storm at tea. ** What 1 /m» afraid, like the 
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rat?" asked one of his iellow-ptiseiiseri. "Yes,** 
lepiied he, *' the risk b common to hoth— to 700 
of kMtng a wretched, to me of losing a happy life." 

ACLIAN, Var. Hist, ix. M. 

79. 
Aristotle, heing unwell, was treated by his phy- 
sician. On some prescription that was given him 
he remarked, " Don't treat me as yon would a 
eountiy bumpkin. Give me a rmt^n for your 
treatment, and I will comply.** IHd, 23. 

^^ A certain Sybarite had arrived at such a pitch 
of luxurious affectation that he would not sleep 
even on a bed of rose-leaves. They blistered him, 
he complained. Ibui. 34. 

81. 
King Antigonus had a great regard for Zeno of 
Citinm. One day, he pakl the philosopher a visit 
when a little intoxicated. *' My dear Zeno,** he 
said, *• I swear I will do «iiK«M!r you bkl met'* 
"Then go and take an emetic, * was the reply. 

yiftf.a6. 
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82. 

A Spartan was praising a saying of Hesiod*Sy 
" Not ieven an ox would be lost if one had not a 
bad neighbour," in the hearing of Diogenes, who 
cynically replied, "But the Messenians are lost, 
and their oxen too; and /9m are their neighbours.'* 

Aelian, Vtur, HiH, ix. 28. 

83. 
Some one remarked to Socrates, " It is a great 
thing to get what one desires.** " It is a still greater 
thing,** he replied, '* to have no desires.** 

IHd, 29. 

A young man of Eretria had been a pupil of 
Zeno*s for some time. On his return home, his 
father asked him how much philosophy he had 
learnt? " I will show you some day,** he replied. 
At this answer his father boxed his ears, and the 
youth bore it patiently. " Thai is what I have 
learnt,** he said ; " to bear a fiither*s anger.** 

Diogenes went to Oljrmpia, and seeing certain 
young gentlemen finom Rhodes splendidly dad, he 
said," Affectation t** Soon after, seeing some Looe- 
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demonians in shabby and dirty attire, he ezdaimed, 
" Afiectatioa again 1" Ablian, Var. Nisi. ix. 34. 

86. 
Anaxarchns used to laugh at Alexander the 
Great for calling himself a god. One day he was 
ill, and the physician ordered him a pudding. 
" All hopes of our god,** said Anaxarchus, " lie 
in this pudding I ** IHd, yj. 

87. 

Plato^ observing that the people of Agrigentum 
had costly houses and gave costly banquets, re- 
marked that they built m if they were to live for 
ever, and dined as if they would be dead for ever. 

/M/. xii29. 
88. 

Apelles the painter, seeing a picture by another 
which had been many years in hand, exclaimed, 
" A great work 1 A great artist I It would be 
wry famous — if there were but beauty in it 1 ** 

/M/.41. 
89. 
Hippomachns, a teacher of the flute^ struck a 

pupU with hU stick. '•Yon fool," sakl he, «*you 
■Mit have played a fidse note^ or this aadienot 
wndd never have praised you.** Ikd. xiv. & 
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The Athenians elected Demades for their general, 
to the rejection of Phocion. Demades, full of con- 
ceit, asks Phocion to lend him " that dirty old 
coat he wears in service." " Khv*// never want 
anything dirty, while you are what yon are^** was 
the reply. Aalian, Var, ffitt, xiv. 10. 

91. 
The poet Agathon made great use of antithetical 

sentences. To some one who proposed to omit 

them, he replied, " You little know that you are 

taking Agathon from Agathon." Ibid, 13. 

9a. 
Pauson the painter was commissioned to paint 

a horse in the act of rolling, but he painted it at 

full trot On the objection being made^ Pauson 

replied, "Turn the picture upside down, and any 

horse rolling will be a horse trotting.** Ibut, 15. 



93* 
The people of Chios were engaged in a political 
quarrel The victorious party proposed to eject 
all their opponents, but a sagadoos dtiien said. 
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99. 



Cotyii King of Thrace^ pretended that he wai 
married to the goddess Athena* and prepared i 
fine chamber for her. When tipsy, he sent one ol 
his goaids to see if the goddess was awaiting hin 
there. On repljring, "No,** be shot him dead 
This occurred a second time ; a third messenger, 
more sagacious, brought word that the goddesi 
had been expecting his majesty for a long time. 

Athbn. xii. p. 531. F. 

/ loa 

Some one told Diogenes that he had no sense. 
*'I have sense," he replied, "trat periiaps m| 
sense is different from yours.** 

STOBiCUS, FUr. iii. 62. 

101. 
The same Diogenes, on being sold as a slave al 
Corinth, was asked by the auctioneer what he 
could do. " Rule men,** he replied. " Do you 
suppose,*' asked the other, "that people want to 
buynMui^rr;" TW. 63. 

102. 
Crates compared stupid men to a drill. *' Unless 
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you use a strap and Apply lonie force," he taid, 
" they will not do the work required of them." 

Sto&aus, Fhr. lY. 52. 

103. 

Demadet compared the Athenians to a clarionet. 

*' Take out their tongues," said he, " and they are 

nothing." Pnd, 69. 

104. 

A schoolmaster was reading badly, when Theo- 
critus asked him why he did not teach geometry. 
'* Because," he replied, "I don't understand it" 
"Then why do yon teach readingt** was the 

rejoinder. IHd* 7a 

105. 

Socrates, seeing a wealthy but ill-taught young ^ 

man, exclaimed, " Look at that golden slave 1 " 

106. 
Stilpo was asked, "What is colder than a statue?" 
"A man ofno feelings" said he. /M^ 89. 

107. 
Socrates used to say, that as it is the attribute 
of God to want nothings so to want m little m \ 
possible comes the nearest to God. IHd. ▼. 35. ^ 
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loa. 

EpAminondms, knowing that some ambassadors 
had come to bribe him, gave them a Tcry bad 
breakfast, and said on parting, "Go and tell your 
master the sort of breakfast that satisfies me, and 
he win anderstand that /am not the man to become 
a ttaitor.** SroBiEUS, FUr, ▼. 4S. 

109. 

Diogenes used to say, that many persons make 

beasts of themselTes in order to destroy their lives, 

and yet desire to be embalmed in order to preserve 

their dead bodies. Ibid, vi. 3. 

iia 

Alexander threatened to hang Anaxarchns the 

phikMopher. " I care not,** said he, "whether I 

•rot above the earth or below it" Ibid, vii. 3a 

III. 
DiogenesJIhe cynic, observing a person pretend- 
ing to be in love with a rich old woman, said, 
" He has not got his eye on her, but his tooth." 

Ibid. is. 6i. 
112. 

Philoxenos was sent to the stone-qoarrics by 

Dkmysias for oontempt of his verses. Being re* 
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called, be wis inTited agaiii to hear them. After 
t Itsteniiig patiently for a time^ be got up to go. 
1 "Wbitber now?** asked Diooysiiis. '<r# ikt 
\ pmrrkSf^ mf% be. Stobaus, FUr, xiu. i6u 

113. 
Diogene s, wboi blamed by an mbabitant of 
Attica for praising tbe Lacedemonians, was asked 
wbj be did not ratber take np bis abode tbeie. 
"A physician, ** be rqilied, '* studies other people's 
health, bat does not reside among tbe healthy." 

Bion, when some one at a dinner pot on his 

plate the whole npper side of a fish as soon as it 

was laid on the tables tuned it and took the other 

' hal( at the aasM time qnoting a Trerae ftom the 

oTEnripidc^ 



*'Ani Im did iht MBM Is Ik* oihw tUt.* 

ATHBM. ▼. p. iMw D. 

Encntc% dhdi^ tt a honat which aeemed in* 
and lik^y lo idl» itmaiktd» **Htft one 
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ought to dine ia the attitiKle of the CaryAtidesy 
holding up one's left hand u a prop.** 

Athen. vl p. S41. D. 

^ 116. 

A parasite, haying come uninvited to a marriage- 
feast, was told to retire, as there was no room for 
a supernumerary. " Count again,'* said he, " be- 
ginning this time with me." Jbid^ p. S45. A. 

117. 
King Ptolemy, at a dinner, had a way of leaving 
nothing on dishes that were handed round. See- 
ing this, a guest asked, " Am I tipsy, sir, or is it 
a fimqr that these things are ^vm^ rounds** 

md, p. 245. F. 

118. 

A host had placed on his tables loaves of brown 

bread. " These are not loaves," says one, " but 

ghosts of loaves." ''Don*t put too many of those,** 

exclaims another, "or the room will be darkened." 

/M/. p. 34611 A. 

119. 
King Lysimachus^ who was somewhat stingy, 
oBoe put a wooden toorpiOB into the diess 01 a 



CREEK WIT, 33 

ptrasite, for the purpose of frightening him. " I 
will frighten you^ sir,** he said ; "give me— two. 
handled pounds 1 ** Athen. n. p. S46. E. 

Philip ooce gare a parasite a horse that had 
been badly wounded. The man sold him, and 
on being asked some time afterwards by Philip, 
"•Where*i your hofse?" he replied, *' He U Wi/ 
of his wound.** Jhid, p. 348. E. 

121. 

Alexander the Great was bitten by the fiies, and 
was trying to drive them away, when a court-flat* 
terer remarked, " These flies» sir, will be far supe- 
rior to the rest, having had a taste of your blood ! '* 

Ibid, p. S49. E. 

t23. 

Cheirisophus, a flatterer in the court of Diony- 
sius, saw his patron laughing heartily with his 
friends, though he himself was too fiur off to hear 
what was being said. "Why do yo« laugh?** 
asked Dionysius. " I trust /mi,'* he replied, " for 
the joke being a good one I " IkkU 

A flatterer, teeing Alexander looking very un- 

D 
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comforUMe after Mine phytic he had taken, asked, 
."What must we poor mortals do, when yon 
gods suffer such twinges?" " <Ms^ indeed I " ex- 
claimed the king^ "say rather, those nnder the 
anger of the gods." Athen. ▼!. p. S51. C. 

124- 

Democritns, seeing officers taking a thief to 

prison, cried out to him, " My poor man t why 

I did yott not steal much instead of only a little? 

Tktn it would have been for yon to take others to 

prison." Stob/bus, FUr. ziii. 3a 

125. 
A thief excused himself to Demosthenes by say- 
ing " I did not know it was yours." <* But you 
did know," said the other, "that it was not 
yours." thid. 32. 

is6. 

Dionysins the tyrant, to put a slight upon Plato, 
gave him the lowest seat at his table. " I dare 
say,*' he obserred, "when Plato goes back to 
Athens he will have plenty to say against ttf." 

Sir," says Plato, " I hope I may serer be so at 
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a Ion for subjects of conTersation, ms to have to 
talk about yoo." Stobaus, FUr. xiii. 361 

137. 
Crates, seeing a wealthy young man attended 
by a crowd of flatterers, exclaimed, " Poor yooth, 
I pity your want of friends I ** lUd^ xiv. aa 

138. 

Diogenes asked a spendthrift to give him five 
pounds. " Why so much," he inquires, "when 
you ask others for sixpence only?" "Because," 
was the reply, " I hope to get something out of 
them again, which is more than I can hope from 
you." Ibid. XV. 9. 

139. 
Democrates in his old age being out of breath in 
ascending to the Acropolis, observed, " lis the 
same with all the citizens—plenty of pufling, but 
very Kttk of strength." IHd, xx. 43. 

13a 
Socrates used to say, that if any crier made 
prodamatioii in the theatre^ ''Stand up, cob* 
blen 1 " " Stand up^ weavers I " &&, only thosa 
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named would do so ; but if "SUnd up^ men of 
tenie t *' were the order, not one would remain 
sitting. The most damaging mistake in life, he 
added, is this, that the majority are fools, and yet 
believe themselves to be wise. 

Stob/bus, Fhr. ixiiL 8. 

131. 
Lampis the shipowner was asked, how he ae- 
qnired his great fortune. "My^frnt/fortanefeasily," 
he replied ; " my small one, by dint of exertion." 

yW. xxix. 87. 

13a. 
^schylus, witnessing a boxing-match at the 

Isthmian games, when the people cried oat at a 
hit, exclaimed, " See what practice does 1 The 
man who has made the hit is siloit, while the 
specUtors shout" IM, 89. 

133. 
Cephisodoms onee remarked, that no man ever 

squandered a fortune made by himself; it wu that 

inherited from another that was wasted. 

^^£98. 

«34. 
Simonides used to say, **He never once re- 
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gretted haTing held his tongue, but reiy often he 
had lielt tony for having spoken. ** 

STOB.AIIS, FUr, xxxiil 12. 

135- %^ 

Zeno said to a youth who was more disposed to 

talk than to listen, " Young man, nature gave us 

one tongue but two ears, that we may hear just 

twice as much as we speak.". Ibid, xxxvi. 19. 

136. 
Bion the sophist, seeing an envious man looking 
very downcast, remarked, "Either some great 
harm has happened to him, or some great luck to 

his neighbour.'* IHd, xxxvii. 50. 

«37. 
A man of Seriphus, being taunted by an Athe- 
nian with the obscurity of his birthplace, retorted, 
" If my countiy is a discredit to me, you are a dis* 
credit to your cottntty." IHd» xxxix. 19. 

15S. 
Mon, on being asked how wrong-doing can be 
avoided in a State, replied, " If those who are not 
wronged feel the tame indignation at it as those 
whoarc" /Mdl xluL 77. 
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Socrates used to saj, the best form of govern- 
ment was that in which the people obey the nileiib 
and the rulers obey the laws. 

STOBiCua, Flor, xliiL 89. 

14a 
Antisthenes the philosopher declared the com« 
moo hangman was more god-fearing than atjrrant, 
for if the one puts to death malefactors, the other 
kiUs the innocent. /M/. xlix. 47. 

141. 
The same, hearing one say, '* This war will be 
death to the poor,** observed, " Rather, it will be 
the creating of many poor.** TM/. IL 11. 

14a. 
Aratus of Sicyon, hearing a rash youth praised 
for hb bravery in war, said, " It is one thing to 
prise courage, another thing to disprixe life." 

md. liT. 15. 
143* 
Agesilaus was asked why the Laoonians ^irore 

tbehr hair long. He replied, " Because of all 
peraonal ornaments this costs the least.'* 

/M^lxT. la 
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144. 
Aristippns was being blamed by his wife for dis- 
liking his own son, " who^" she said, " is part of 
yourself. " Spitting on the ground, he said, " TAai 
too is part of myself, but it is of no use to me I " 

SroBiCUS, J7pr, buvi. 14. 

»4S. 

An astrologer was displaying a complex map of 

the stars in the public square, and pointing out, 
" These are wandering stars." " It is not the stars 
that are wandering," said Diogenes, "but your 
audience." /did, Ixxx. 6. 

146. 
Anacreon, having received from Polycrates a 
laige sum of money, lay awake two nights thinking 
of it. After this he returned it, saying, '*Itdid 
not pay for the anxiety." /did, xc. 25. 

147. 
Gorgias» when asked by what course of life he 
had attained so great an age, replied, " By never 
eating or doing anything merely for pleasure." 

/Hd, c 31. 
148. 
Diogenes, noticing a person who had cut off his 
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bcftid, said to him, "I suppose you intend to 
reproach Nature for making you a man and not a 
woman.** Athen. xiiu p. 565. C. 

U9. 
An vnder-sixed flask of wine was sent as a present 
to a lady, with the intimation that it was sixteen 
years okl. "And very small for its age," she 
said. IM, p. 584. a 

150. 
Gofgo^ the little daughter of King Geomenes, 
seeing Aristagoras having his shoes put on by a 
servant, exdaimed, *' Father, here is a gentleman 
who has got no hands.'* 

Plutarch, Apoph, Lac. 

151. 
A Spartan, on going to war, complained to his 
mother that his sword was rather too short. " Then 
get one step nearer," she sakl. Ibid^ 

151. 
Parysatl% the mother of Cyms (the younger), 
advised one who was abont to speak freely to the 
king^ to use words wrapped in fine linen. 

Mm/. Rtg, et Imp, W/., Pcaysai. 
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153. 
Memnon, engaged in a war with Alexander on 

behalf of Darius, said to one of hit mercenaries, 

who was violently abusing Alexander: "I pay 

you to fight Alexander, not to revile him.'* And 

he gave him a smart blow with his lance. 

Plutarch, ibid» Memnom, 

Cotys, king of Thrace, was conscious of having 
a hasty temper, and punishing his servants too 
severely. One day a present was brought to him 
of some very costly and delicate porcelain. He 
made the giver a handsome present, and immedi- 
ately smashed the set, "lest," he said, '* I should 
punish too harshly in my anger some one who 
breaks these." IHd. Coiys, 

155. 
Ateas, having taken captive a celebrated flute* 

player, asked him for a tune. When all the 

courtiers applauded the performance, be remarked, 

My horse can neigh better." Ikid, Atttu. 



«« 
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. Dionysius the elder wai blamed for keeping at 
court a man of bad character and nrach disliked by 
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tlie dtiienti His excuse was, " It is my policy to 
luTC some one more hated than myself.*' 

Plutarch, ihid, Dionys, Sen. 

157. 
Philip, King of Macedon, thanked the Athenian 

demagogues for their abuse, and said that his 

morals were much improved by it, for his constant 

endeaTOur was both by his words and his deeds to 

prove them liars. Ibid, PhU, 7. 

"58. 
Philip cancelled the appointment of judge in the 

case of a friend of Antipater's who used to dye his 
beard. "A man who cannot be trusted in his 
hair," he said, "cannot be trusted in business.** 

IHd, 23. 
159. 
Alexander the Great sent a large sum of money 

as a present to Xenocrates the philosopher. He 
returned for answer, that he did not want it. 
*< What,** asked Alexander, « has he not even a 
(liend? All the wealth I got from Darius has not 
sufficed for mj^ friends. ** JbuL Alex* yik 

i6a 
Pyrrhtts» King of Epirus, ordered some young 
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men who had been abusing him over their wine to 
be brought into his presence. "Did 70a say 
that?" he asked the first of them. '<Yes, sir," 
was the reply, " and we should have said still more, 
if we had had more wine.** 

Plutarch, jyrrA, 6. 

161. 

Alcibiades, going to a school, asked for Homer's 
Iliad. *' We don*t keep Homer here,** saki the 
schoolmaster. Alcibiades knocked him down, and 
went on. IHd, Ale, 3. 

162. 

When the Athenians were making a public sub« 
scription for a certain sacrifice, Fhocion, being 
repeatedly called upon, presented a creditor, and 
said, " I should be ashamed at paying you, and 
not repaying this gentleman." Ihid» Pkcc, 5. 

i6> 
Peisistratus, who was thinking of manying 
again, was dissuaded by his sons, who asked if he 
was dissatisfied with tkem " Certainly not,** my 
dear fellows, " lie replied | ''I wish to have more 
like yoo." Mi. Ptit, 5. 
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164. 
We often hear a father who has lost a son ex« 
claiming in great grief, " My dearest son 1 thou 
art gone, thou art snatched away in youth, leaving 
me in my old age desolate, no more wilt thou 
enjoy the blessings of life,** and so on. But if the 
departed could speak, he would rather say, "Weep 
not for me ; is it so hard a &te not to have lived, 
like you, to a feeble, helpless, doting old age? Is 
not the never being thirsty better than drinking, 
and the never feeling cold better than having ever 
io many clothes?** Why don't you say, "My 
dearest son I thou wilt never be hungry nor thirsty 
again; thou art gone, snatched away from diseases, 
wars, oppression ; no more, alack t wilt thou be 
toftured by love, nor become a nuisance to others 
in old age ?** 7%U is a more genuine lamentation 
than yours. LuciAN, De Lmtu^ iiu p. 92S. 

16$. 
Lycuigus encouraged the Spartans to wear their 
hair long. " It improves people if they are hand* 
some,** he said, " and it makes them more fright* 
Ad if they are ugly.*' 

Plutarch, R^, §tlmf, Ap,^ Lye, u 
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166. 
The same legislator once said to a person who 
was recommending democracy, "Try it in your 
own households.** 

Plutarch, Reg^ H Imp, Ap,^ Lye. a. 

167. 
King Agesilaus, having received a favonraUe 
response from the oracle of Jnpiter at Oljrmpia, 
was advised fiiither to consult that of ApoUo at 
Delphi. Whereupon he went to Delphi and hi* 
quired whether the son is of the same opinion as 
his father? /M/. Ages, 7. 

168. 
Cato the elder in denouncing the unreasonable 
extravagance of the age, said that it was hard to 
speak to Belly which had not Ears to hear. 

JHd, Ca/. Sm, I. 

169. 
The same philosopher said he had rather see a 
blush on a young man than a p^e fitce. IhkU 6. 

17a 
The same, on observing that statues were being 
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•et vp in iKmoar of manj, remarked, " I would 
nther people would ask, why is tliere fui a statue 
Co Cato^ than why tliere u." 

Plutarch, Reg. it Imp. Ap.^ Cai, Sen, lo. 

171. 

The same obsenred of a q>endthrift who had sold 
an estate on the coast, " He is stronger than the 
sea, for he has eaten up what it can only nibble 
at** Mi. 21. 

17a. 

The jTonnger Sdpio^ being sent by the senate on 
a tour of inspection of the cities, came to Alexan- 
dria attended hj Panaetius. When the king of 
that city could hardly keep pace with them through 
laziness and affectation, Sdpio observed to his 
friend, "Our presence here has done one good 
•enrioe to the citiiens ; it has enabled them to see 
their king walking.** Ikid. Scip. Min. 13. 

173. 
A soldier, carrying a stake for fencing the camp, 

complained of iU weight ** Yes," said Sdpio, 

"fsr you put mofc trust in a wooden beam than in 

a twoffd* IkUL 19^ 
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174. 
Augustus Caesar, being onaUe to check the dis- 
turbance and clamour of a party of jroung aristo- 
crats, addressed them thus ; "Young men, hear an 
old man, who, when he was joung, was listened to 
by his seniors." 

PLVTAECHy Reg, ii Imp, Ap,^ August, la. 

175. 
Agasicles, King of Sparta, was asked why, as 

he was so fond of hearing discourses, he did not 

receiTe Philophanes the philosopher at his court ? 

•* I prefer," he replied, '* to be the pupQ of those 

of whom I am also the son.*' 

Plut. Ap. Lae,t Agas, \, 

176. 
Agesilaus was sharply bitten by an insect in the 
Tcry midst of a solemn sacrifice. He took no 
notice at the time, but afterwards killed it in the 
sight of aU. "You deserre it,** he sakl, " for 
haying malicious designs even against an altar." 

IHd, Agis, 8. 

177. 
The same, on seeing in Asia a house roofed 
with square beams, asked if they grew in that 
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•hape in that coontiy. On the owner replying 
''No," he inquired: "Suppose they had been 
•qnare ; wooM yon have made them round ? " 
Plutarch, Ap, Lac.t Ages* 27. 

178. 
The same, when some one was extolling the 

happiness of the Persian king^ then quite a youth, 
obeenred, " Not eren Priam had experienced mis- 
fortune at Ms age." Ihid, 37. 

179. 
The same, on some one showing him the 

strength and security of the rampart round hte 

town, asked if he did not think it a fine place. 

'* Veiy," he said,^" for women to live in." 

na, 55. 

i8a 

The same, being invited to hear some one 
exactly imitate the voice of a nightingale, replied, 
" I have heard the bifd itself many times.** 

181. 
Diogenes, being present at a splendid entertain- 
ment given by an uneducated man, made symptoms 
as though he wished to spit After looking round 
the RMow bt suddenly spat os his host 1 " I see 
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nothing in the house,** laid he, " so neglected as 
jOQitel^ and men always spit in some pboe where 
they 6nd the least care is bestowed." 

Galen, Hp^rp. X^. i. p. 18. 

182. 

One Stratonicns, a harper, seeing the people of 
Cannas in Rhodes looking Yery bilious, remarked 
that this was what Homer meant, when he com- 
pared man to the leatcs in antnnm. On their re* 
monstnting against his calling their city unhealthy, 
he said that ooold not be an unhealthy place 
where eren dead men can walk about 

Strabo, zIt. a. 
183. 

The inhabitants of Cyme, in iEolis, had raised a 
sum of money by mortgaging one of their public 
piazzas. But, as the loan was not rqpaid, the 
mortgagees took possession of the property, good- 
naturedly allowing people to shelter there when it 
rained. As this was announced by a crier calling 
out ''Come under shelter I ** a story arose that the 
people were so stupid that they did not know 
when to ledc shelter unless they were toUL 

B 
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184. 

It is tAidof tlw inhabitants of lasos off Ouria, that 
when a certain harper was performing, the people 
who were listening heard the bell for the opening 
of tkt fish-market, and mshed off, with the excep- 
tion of one man who was a little deaf. The harper 
coming up addressed him thus : " M7 good sir, 
I am nradi flattered by yonr stajring to hear me 
when all the rest ran off at the sound of the bell." 
"Whatfsaidhe, <' has the fish-beU rung ? Then 
Tm off too. Good-bye ! " Stkabo^ »▼. a. 

•i 
185. 

Alexander, having inspected a portrait of him- 
self painted by Apelles, at Ephesns, did not praise 
it according to its real merit. But his horse having 
been bioaght in, and neighing at the horse in the 
pictnre as if to a real one, Apelles exclaimed, 
"Sir, your horse appears to be a much better 
jndge of painting than jroo." 

Aelian, Var. Hist, ii. 3. 

186. 
Hippomadras, a noted gymnast, when an athlete 
who was being trained by him had performed 



tmck koi wkh Us tfaff. "Yosdidil dnKfly,** 
ke Mid, "and aoC as job oag^ fsr tkae peoplt 
wosld DCfcr MEVc praised yotL isr aajtliflii^ icaOJif 
uMk.^ Akuan, r«r. A»»r. B. 6u 

187. 
Ccftua pcisoiui froiB ClaaoncBae cuw to 
SpMta, and smeared with soot te seats on whidi 
the magistrates sat in disdiarging their pvblic 
daties. On discorertng what had been dooe^ and 
by whom, they e x pre sse d no indignation, bnt 
merely ordered a public prodamation to be made, 
** Let it be kwlnl for the people of Cksomeme 
to make Uacfcgoards of themselves. ** JkuL 15. 



188. 
Philips being invited to dine with a friend, 
brooght with him several others whom he met on / 

the road. Seeing his host disturbed lest there 
should be not enough for all, he sent a message to 
them ** to leave room for a nice minoe-pie." Thej, 
eipecting its arrival, ate moderatelj, and so tht 
viands provided proved enough for all* 

PLirrARCH, R^, ti Im^ Ap,^ PkU. ja 
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192. 

Some one asked Alexandridas why the Spartans 
give op their lands to be cultivated bjr serfs, and 
do not till them with their own hands. *' Because/' 
he replied, " it was \rg minding themselves, and 
not their fields, that they acquired them.* 

Plutarch, Ap, Lac., Alex, 3. 

193. 
When bemadet the orator had remarked that 

the swords of the Spartans were so short that they 

could be swallowed by conjnroTS, Agis, the younger 

king of that name, replied, " We find them quite 

long enough to reach the enemy." 

lUd, AgUL Jun, i. 

X94. 
Cleomenefl^ when asked what was the duty of a 

good king, replied, " To do good to your friends, 
but harm to your enemies.'* On which the philo- 
sopher Aristo observed, "Would it not be still 
better to make your enemies friends, and so to do 
good to them also?" JUd. Arisi. 1. 

195- 
Some one was praising Quurilai for being lenient 
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to all alike. Archidtiiiidas tberenpon asked, " Is 
it any particular merit to be lenient to scoundrek?** 
Plutarch, Ap. Imc.^ Artk, i. 

196. 
Some one was complaining of Hecatseos the 
sophist for baring nothing to say at meal-times. 
Archidaraidas obsenred, " A man who knows how 
tu speak, also knows when to speak. ** Ibid, t, 

197. 
Euboidas, hearing some persons loud hi the 

praise of the wife of another, said to them, " No 

one should presume to speak about that which he 

can hare no right to know." IHtL Etik, i. 

198. 
^ Thearidas, while whetting a sword, was asked 

if it was sharp. "As sharp as slander,** he 

replied. Ikid, Tkear, 

199. 
Cleomenes, haring sworn to give the Argives 

seven days* trace, attacked them in their sleep on 

the third night, and killed many* On being up- 
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braided for hit perfidj, " It wmi a trace for seren 
days^ he replied. 
Plutarch, IHd, CUamm. Anaxandr.fL^ a. 



Qeomenes, when tome envoys from Samot were 
urging him at great length to make war against 
the tyrant Polycrates, rejoined: " The first part of 
yoar address I cannot remember, the middle of it 
I cannot, for that reason, understand, and the 
whole I cannot approve. * Ihid, 7. 

201. 

Some one was praising the most valiant fighters, 
when a Laconian interrupted with, "Say, at 
Troy.** Ap, Lai, Divert, 4. 



Another Laconian, seeing some one selling nuts 
that no one could crack, at twice their real value, 
asked," Are /0MAv then to scarce?" /Mia. 

203. 
A Laconian was finding fault with the people of 
Metapontum for being cowards. " Yet we have 
annexed a good deal of territoiy,'' said one of them. 



• 
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Then yoa are not onlj oowudf,** he rcplied« 
hat roguet too." Ap^ Liu, Divers. 15. 



204. 

A LaconUn, having heen made a prisoner of 

war, was heing sold as a slave. " Wholl huj a 

Laoonian?" asked the auctioneer. "Hush I" 

exclaimed the prisoner. " Saj, « capHoeP 

IhU. 19.' 
205. 

When a certain bath-keeper was pouring a great 
quantity of water for Akibiades, a Laconian who 
stood by observed, " He seems to think him a very 
dirty fellow.*' Ibid. 49. 

206. 

A family at Catana derived their name of I^ous 
from a signal act of filial affection ; for when an 
eruption of Mount Etna had occurred, they cared 
nothing for their gold and silver, but at once took 
up and carried, one hb aged fiither, another his 
mother. Being unable to advance with sufficient 
speed, they were overtaken by the hot lava, but 
refusing even then to resign their burden, they 
were saved by the stream suddenly dividing and 
leaving them in the mkldle unhurt* 

Pavsanias, X. aS, p. 867. 
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207. 
A Laconitn obtenring loiiie one making a col- 
lection "for the gods," said that he had no respect 
for gods who were beggars more than himseU'. 

Plut. Af, Lae, $4. 

ao8. 
HipponicttS, wishing to dedicate a statue to the 
honour of his country, was advised to apply to the 
sculptor Polyditus. "No^" said he; **when 
people see it, they will admire only the work of 
the artist, not the liberality of the giver.** 

Abuan, Vmr, ffisi, xiv. 16. 

909. 
Philip, the son of Amyntas, once asked the 
younger Dionysius how it was that he had not 
retained the gr^at power inherited from his father? 
"Because," he replied, "he left me everything 
Imi kit luck.'' JMd.7dL6o, 

210. 
Demonax was accused of impiety for never sacri- 
ficing to the goddess Athena, and for not having 
been initiated in the Eleusinian mysteries. His 
defence wu as follows s " For the 6rst chaige^ I 
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nerer oonoeiTed that the goddess could possibly 
want any sacrifices of mine ; and for the second, 
the mysteries are either good, or they are bad. 
Now, if they are bad, I should feel it my duty to 
warn others not to join them ; and if they are good, 
I should nerer be able to keep the secret, but 
should tell them to all as a benefactor to my fellow- 
creatures." LuciAN, Dimm, Vii, iL p. 380. 

211. 

Epaminondas, finding that one of his subalterns 
had receiTed a large bribe hem a prisoner of war, 
said to him, " Give me back that shield ; go and 
buy a shop and live there! Now that you have 
turned gentleman, you won't care to share our 
danger.** Plutarch, R^, d Imp, Ap,^ Ep. ai. 

312. 

One Thrasyllus had a strange mania for imagin- 
ing all the ships that returned to or left the Piraeus 
were his ; and he used to keep lists of them, and 
express the greatest delight at their safe return ! 
On being cured at last of his malady, he declared 
that his greatest pkasuie in life had been the safety 
of ahipa with which he had nothing whatever to 
da AlLlAN, Vkr. Nisi. iv. 25. 
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ai3. 
Hippocleides, the ton of Usandms, wu a suitor 
for the hand of Agariste; the daughter of Qeis- 
thenes, tyrant of Sicyon^ and had found cspedal 
favour with her father for hU good birth and manly 
accomplishments. On the day when the fiivoured 
lover was to be chosen, a grand public banquet 
was given to the suttois from rarious countries, 
and to all the citizens. In the contests of skill ' -* i 

which followed, Hippocleides seemed to be gaining ) 

the day, when at an unlucky moment he called on 
the flute-player to strike up a tune, ordered a table 

to be brought, and after dancing upon it, ended by i 

a " fling ** with his legs in the air while he stood 
on his head 1 This undignified attitude so dis* 
pleased Cleisthenes, that he exclaimed to him, 
" You have danced yourself out of your marriage." 
To which he immediately rejoined, ** Hippocleides 
does not care for thai/* And the saying passed 
into a proverb. Hb&od. ▼!• 199. 



214. 

One Boethus had found great favour with An* I 

tony for a poem he had written on the yUXotj at ' 



Fhilippi, and had been appointed by bfan fenenl I 
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flMmeer and treasorer of the public games at Tar- 
nn. He was detected, howerer, in pilfering the 
oil and other articles under his control, and being 
accused of it before Antonj, he made this defence : 
*' As Homer song the deeds of Achilles, Agamem- 
Boo, and Ulysses, so I have sung of yours." To 
wMch the prosecutor retorted, " But Homer mver 
thti §& either from Agamemnon or from Achilles.'* 

SntABO^ XT. p. 674. 

315. 
A Spartan went to a cook's shop to have a bit of 
fish dressed. "I shall want some cheese and some 
oil," said the man. " Do you suppose," asked the 
other, "if I had had any cheese^ I should have 
wanted fish also?** Plut. Ap, Lae, Divers. 44. 

216. 
Hiero^ tyrsnt of Sicily, said that people who teH 
a secret do a wrong eren to those who listen to it 1 
for we naturally feel as much dislike for those who 
have been told what we dfcl not wish them to know 
as for those who tell it. 

Plut. Rtg. H Imp. Ap.^ ffitnm. a. 
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. 217. 
Dkmjsiof the elder, thoagfa he pimisbed male- 
fiicton iererelj, wu rather lenient to "garolters." 
" They ttop people, ** he said, " from going abovt 
the town of Syracnse dmnk after dinner." 

Plutaech, DUn, Sem, 7. 



218. 
The same, haring heard that two young men 
had been abasing both himself and his goTemment, 
inrited them both to dinner. One of them drank 
a quantity of wine, and talked a good deal of 
nonsense. The other drank very sparingly and 
cautionsly. Dionysitis fofgare the first as a fool ; 
the latter he put to death m a dangeroos malignant. 

JM. la 

219. 
Socrates* idea of God's providence orer men 
was very different from that of most men. Tk^y 
think His knowledge is only partial | Ae believed 
God knew all things, what was being said, and 
done, and planned in secret ; that He was present 
everywhere, and made known His will to men in 
all human affairs Xinophon, Mm. L s» 19^ 
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Socrates, hearing some one aaj he had no appe- 
tite, said : " Take my doctor's advice as the best 
remedy. Stop eating, and yoa will find living more 
pleasant, m well as much healthier and cheaper." 

XiNOPHON, Mem, iii. 13, 3. 

231. 

When some one was punishing his attendant 
with severity, Socrates asked him why he was so 
enraged with the fellow. "Because," said he, 
"he is the greediest, lariest, idlest, most money- 
loving of rascals t " " Have you ever serhmfy 
considered,' asked Socrates, "whether yon or the 
servant deserve more blows ? " IbU, S 4* 

223. 

Another person once told Socrates he was quite 
exhausted with his long walk. " Did you carry 
anything ? " asked Socrates. " Only my cloak," 
saki he. " Were you alone, or with a servant?" "I 
had a servant with me.'^ " Did A/ carry anything ? " 
** To be sure, a laige bundle with sundry traps. ** 
"And how did he come off?" asked Socrates. 
"Better than I dul, I think," was the reply. "And 
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tuppofe yoa had had to cany his load — what 
then ? '' "I rtaUy €mUn'i hare done it" " And 
does it seem to yoa creditable to a trained man to 
bear so much less toil than hb own senrant?** 

Xenophon, Mim, iii. 13, S ^ 

223. 

Socrates, obsenring a glutton at table eating 
seTeral kinds of delicacies at once with a single 
piece of bread, told him that he wm doing a great 
injustice td the cook's art, by mixing together in 
his mouth Tarions ingredients which that artist 
would never hare pat into the same pot t 

IM. iu. 14, 5. 
224. 
Dion]rsius the elder, on certain gifts which he 
had presented to the envoys from Corinth being 
declined by them because the law did not permit 
ambassadors to receiTe presents from a potentate, 
remarked to them: "You are wrong in annulling 
the only good act which an absolute ruler can do, 
and in showing by your conduct that to be kindly 
treated by such an one is a thing to be feared." 

Plutaech, ^4f. ^/m/. il/., 
Dim, Sen, 12. 
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22$, 
Agathodes, who had become King of Sicily, 
was the ion of a potter. One daj, when he was 
besieging a town, a soldier irom the rampart called 
out to him in mockeiy, " How will jou pay your 
men, Mr. Potter ? " " 1*11 do that," said he, '* if 
I get possession of this town." Having taken it by 
stonn, he sold the inhabitants as slares, adding, 
" If you abuse me again, I shall speak to your 
masters about yon." 

Plutarch, IHd. Agaih, 2. 

226. 
The same potentate, when the people of Ithaca 
brought a charge against some of his sailois for 
touching at the island and carrying off certain 
sheep, replied: "Your king Ulysses came to 
Sicily, and not only stole the sheep, but put out 
the eyes of the shepherd." IHd, 3. 

227. 
Philip of Macedon being advised by his friends 
to banish one of his slandereiti replied: '*If I do, 
he will go about and abuse me where there are 
more to listen to him." Md. PkU. 5. 
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228. 
A lady of rank, who was good-looking, bat 
short in stature, and of a bad figure, wis praised by 
a poet for being "comely and tall,*' and "straight 
as a poplar-tiee." She, pleased at the compliment, 
kept time with her hand to the strain ; and this 
went on repeatedly, till some one stooped and 
whispered in the poet's ear: "Do stop^ or yoa*ll 
make the lady stand »/." 

LuciAN, /Vv. /mag: ii. p. 486. 

229. 
Eudamidas of Corinth had two devoted friends, 
AreUens and Charixenus. When he died, he left 
the following will: — " I bequeath to Aretseus my 
dear old mother, to keep and maintain, and to 
Charixenus my dear daughter, to get her married 
with as large a dower as he can possibly give her. 
And if either of these should die, then the survivor 
shall take the charge of both." When the will 
was read, people thought it a joke, and said they 
hoped the two friends liked their legacy t It so 
happened that Charixenus died only five days 
afterwards. Aretseus nobly discharged both obli- 
gitkHii ; the mother is still living at his expense, 

• F 
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and the daughter was married on the same day as 
his own child, half his small fortune being giren 
to each. Lucian, Tfxans, iL p. 531. 

23a 
A wealthy and verj handsome man was seen 
riding in a chariot, with a wife sitting by him, 
hideously ugly, and with only one eye. When the 
reason of such a union was asked, " Disinterested 
friendship," was the reply. The lady's father, hav- 
ing lost all his fortune, was bewailing to his friend 
the impossibility of getting a daughter married 
who was so plain that hardly any poor man would 
take her even with a fortune. " My dear friend," 
replied the other, "don't let tAai disturb you I 
/*// marry the girl myself, off hand I " And they 
wen married, and very fond of her he is to this 

day. /M, p. 534. 

231. 
Chabrias used to say, "A camp of deer when led 

by a lion is more to be feared than one of lions led 

by a deer." Plut. ^e^* €i Imp, Ap,^ Chah, 3. 

232. 

Agis, the Spartan kin^ saki his oountiymea 
never asked the number 6^ the enemy, but only 

where they were. /MR Ap. Im.^ Afit, 3. 

i 
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a33. 
Lysander, being accused of employing craft in a 

manner unworthj of his ancestor Hercnles, replied : 

" If the lion's skin is nol long enough, we must 

stitch 00 to it a fox's skin." 

Plut., Reg.tilmj^ Ap^ Lj^srX, 

234. 
Agetilans, being asked whether he thought jus- 
tice or bravery the greater virtue, answered : 
" There would be no need of bravery if we all of 
us were just." Ibid, Aga, 3. 

ass. 
The same, begging the life of a friend from a 

king of Caria, wrote thus t " If he is innocent, 

acquit him ; if he is guilty, acquit him to please 

roe ; but acquit him, anyhow." IHd, 8. 

236. 
After the defeat of the Spartans at Leuctra, 
there was a general panic in the city, since the law 
held every dtiien to be disfranchised who had 
shown cowardice. Agesilaus being appointed by 
the State Legislator with full powers to annul the 
penalty, made the following proclamation ^— "/Hms 
U'mofrma tki litwt mrt t$ hi in firce,^* Ibid, la 
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Endcmonides, hearing a philosopher argae that 
/Mvr wise man is the only good general^ obsenreds 
" Very fine talk ; bat the speaker has never had 
trumpets ringing in his ears." 

Plut. A^ Lae.t Eudam, s. 

238. 
Antiochns, who led the second escpedition against 
the Parthians, having been separated from his 
friends and attendants in hunting, arrived at a 
small homestead, and was invited by the rustics to 
share their evening meal ineognito. He introduced 
the subject of the king. "A good sort of fellow," 
they said, "but he gives up too many of his im- 
portant duties to good-for>nothing friends, while 
he indulges his fondness for the chase.'* The king 
saki nothing at the time, but when his body-guards 
arrived in the morning, bringing the royal insignia, 
he made this remark in the presence of all : " Yes- 
terday for the first time since I have had yon for 
my friends, I was told the truth about mysell" 
Wd, Reg. ei Imj^ Aj^^ AntioeA. I. 

239. 
¥rhen Akibiadct was about to be tried by hb 
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countrymen, tome one asked him if he had not foil 
oon6dence in them. *' I would not trust my own 
mother," he replied ; "She migki, by mistake, 
throw in a black ballot instead of a white one.** 

IM, AUib. 6. 

A descendant of Harmodius was tannting Iphi- 
crates with his low birth. "The difference between 
tts is this," he replied, " my fiunily b^ins with 
me, and yoart ends with yon." IbitL IphU, 5« 

241. 
Chabrias nsed to say, "That the best generals 
were those who knew most about the enemy." 

md. Ckahr. l. 

242. 
When a number of prisoners of war were being 
sold M slaves by Philip, who at the moment was 
sitting with his dress somewhat in disorder, one of 
them cried out, "Spare me, sir, as a family 
friend I" When Philip asked the grounds of his 
dalm, he obtained permission to whisper in hb 
car, " Your attitudt, sir, is not quite becoming a 
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king." " Let him go at once," exclaimed Philip ; 
*'I bad no idea the man was lo truly mj friend.** 
Plut. Reg, etlm^ Ap,, Phii, 19. 



243. 
On one occasion, when Philip was asleep in the 

daytime, and the Greeks who wanted to see him 

expressed their disappointment, Parmenio told 

them not to be surprised, for Philip had been 

wide awake while thiy were all asleep. 

144. 
Word was biought to Alexander on the eve of 

the decisiTe battle at Arbela, that his soldiers 

were talking about a secret design to keep all 

the spoils to themselves, and resenre none for the 

king. "I am glad of it," said he; '*it shows 

they mean to conquer and not to run away." 

Jhid, Alex, 13. 



a4S. 
When an Indian chief had surrendered himself 
and a strong fortress to Alexander, the king re* 
marked : " He is wise in trusting to a bfave man 
rather than to a secnre post." ML a6. 
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246. 
Pyrrhus, King of Epirus, after defeating the 
Romans twice with the lost of many of his friends 
and generals, exclaimed, " If we gain one more 
such victory orer the Romans, we are lost." 

Plutarch, iM, Pyrrh. Ep, 3. 

When Eurybiades raised his staff to strike 
Themistodes, he replied : " Strike me, but hear 
me.** Ihid. Them, 5. 

348. 

Epaminondas was reckoning with the cook the 
cost of some days' entertainment of his colleagues, 
and objected to no other expense but that of oil. 
When they expressed their surprise, lie said : " It 
is not the cost, but the regret that so much oil has 
been taken by you inside, which would hare been 
better nibbed on in the gymnasium.** 

/Ml/. Epam, 5. 

The same general — ^when an engagement with 
the Lacedemonians was imminent, and various 
orades were brought up^ some predicting victory, 
others defeat to the Thebans— ordered them to be 
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hid in two parcels, one on his right, the other 
on his left Then rising, he said, "Now gentle- 
men, if jott intend to obey orders and boldlj to 
face th« enemj, here are jroor oracles on this side ; 
hot if jott intend to shirk the danger, yon had 
better take the others. " Plutarch, iHd. Epam, 8. 

25a 
On the day after the victory at Leuctra, Epa« 
minondas was seen in public shabbily dressed and 
unkempt in his person, i»hich was by no means his 
custom. "Anything the matter?** asked his 
friends. " No,** said he ; "I am only doing 
penance for the excess of joy I felt yesterday." 

Ihid. II. 

asi. 

Panllus ifimilius, during the war against Perseus, 

once found his little daughter Tertia in tears. 
" What*s the matter now?** he inquired. "Perseus 
is dead,** she said, meaning a lapdog so named. 
" I take it as you have saUi," he replied; "may the 
wocds bring us luck 1** IM, P^mL ASm. s. 

25a. 
The people of Antioch were in the habit of criti* 
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cising the personal tppeanmce and demeanour of 
the actors in the theatre. When a short man came 
on to act the part of Hector, the audience called 
out, ''Whirls Hector t Yarn an omly the hajf 
Att/anaxl^ When a feiy tall one was to play the 
part of Capaneus in scaling the wall of Thebes, 
they exclaimed, " Step in I never mind the Udder /** 

LuciAN, DeSetUai, iL p. 509. 

253. 
Another actor was playing the Mad AJax^ and 

got so excited with his part that he tore the clothes 

of one, hit Ulysses over the head with a flute, 

and then jumped from the stage and sat down in 

the senators' seats between two men of consular 

rank, who barely escaped being beaten with his 

whip, like the rams in that play. But afterwards 

he was so ashamed of this-extraTaganoe, that when 

the members of his company wanted him to play 

Ajax again, he replied 1 "It is enough to hare been 

mad once." IHd p. 314. 

254. 
Demonax, hearing a scientific lecture '* On the 

Antipodes," asked the lecturer to follow him to the 

water-side, and pointing to their shadows at they 
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ftoodoD the brink, '* Are /^«ia ** he asked, ''your 
Antipodes ?" Lucian, DttiwH. VU. ii. p. 384. 

255. 
The tame, when a certain sorcerer boasted of 

potent charms by which he could make people give 

him just what he liked, said : " Follow me. I hare 

one simple charm that will do m mnch m any of 

yours.** Going into a baker's shop he produced a 

penny: *' (^nv mt a i^M/" he said. IHd, 

256. 
Herod the Great was in great grief for the un- 
timely death of Pollux, and was proposing many 
luneral honours, when Demonaz came to him say- 
ing, "I hare a message to gire from Pollux. " 
Herod, beliering that he too shared in the general 
griel^ asked him, what those command^ were. 
" He is complaining of you,** said Demonax, "for 
n§i gringi$ him at mci,** IbuL p. 385. 

257. 
The same told a parent who was much distressed 

at the ksi of his son, and had shut himself in a 

daik fooa* that he was a spirit-iapper, and would 
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make his ion appeftr, if only he ooold give him the 
aamei of three persons who had nerer yet had to 
mourn. On his being unable, after much considera- 
tion, to do this, Demonax steraljr said i "And do 
you think, foolish man, that you alone have in- 
tolerable woe, when you see yoarself that none are 
exempt?** LuaAN, Demon. VU, iL p. jSs* 

The same used to ridicule the pedantry of those 
who affected archaic words. To one of these he once 
said : ** I asked you, my friend, a question in the 
language of the day, and yon answer it as Aga- 
memnon would have done." IHd. 

A friend having said to Demonax, *' Let us go 
to the shrine of iGsculapius and offer a prayer for 
my son's recovery," he replied, " You must think the 
god is very deaf, if he can't hear us praying where 
we now stand." Ibid, p. 386. 

36a 

The same noticing two illiteiate men, who called 
themselves " philosophers, " disputing on some ques- 
tion, and one of them putting absurd questions and 
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tlw other ghring equally absurd answert* obsenred 
to his fnends : " One of these fellows is milking a 
foat, and the other is hoMtng a sieve under it." 
LvciAN, Dtmm. Vit. il p. 386. 



/ 



361. 

Agathocles was boasting that he was the first, 

and, in fact, the only logician. "But," said De- 

monaz, " if you are /Ar /nt, you are not the C9tfy 

one, and if yoa are /I/ Mfy pne, you cannot be the 

/rrf.- Ibid. 

36a. 
When Cethegns, a Consular, was about to go 
into Asia 00 an embassy to his lather, he did and 
said many Tery absurd things. Some one who saw 
this, called him "a great ape." " He is not eren a 
gnat ape,** said Demonax. IhuL 

263. 
When the philosopher Apollonius, with a troop 
of pupils^ was leaving town for the porpoae of giving 
instruction to the king, Demonax exclaimed, 
"Here cone ApoUontns and hb Argonants 1" 

IhuL p. 387. 
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S64. 
The same, when he was about to make a tojrage 
in the stormy season, and a friend had said, " Are 
70a not afraid of your bark being uptet, and 
yourself becoming food for 6shes?" replied, '*It 
would be ungracious fai me to object to that, when 
I myself hare eaten so many fishes." 

LuciAN, Demon, VU, ii. p. 587. 

265. 
A bad speaker was advised to practise before an 
audience. "I always spout by myself " he replied. ^ 

"Then no wonder," says Demonax, "you speak 
so badly, with such a fool to hear you." 

266. 

The same, seeing a person undertake the office of 
Seer to the State at a fixed salary, said to him : " I 
don't. quite see on what principle you are paid. 
For, if you can alter anything that is fiUad, you 
ask too little, whatever is the amount ; but if 
everything must happen as Providence has deter- 
mined it, what is the use of your art ?" IbiL 

267. 
The same, on seeing a sleek and well-preserved 
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old Roman fendng against a dmnmy, laid to him : 
'* You fight well— with a wooden antagonist'* 
LuciAN, Demon, Fit. ii. p. 588. 

368. 

SooM one^ thinking to pozile Demonax, asked 

him, " If I barn a thousand pounds' weight of fuel, 

how many pounds of it go into smoke ?" " Weigh 

the ashes," he replied, " and all the residue must 

be smoke I* /KUl 389. 

369. 

One Poljbius, a stupkl sort of man, saying to 

Demonax in rather bad Greek, **The King has 

done me the honour to make me a Roman," he 

replied, "I wish he had made you a CfWeil." 

37a 
The same, seeing a rich man Tety proud of his 
broad woollen mantle dyed with purple, stooped 
and whispered in his ear t " Before you wore it, 
this was worn by a sheep I " JHd, 

371. 
The same^ when some one asked him what he 
thought about the state of the dead, lakl t '* Wait a 
Uttle^ and yi? mm/ jwM a n^^rr." JHd, 
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373. 
One Admetns, a bad poet, having told Demonaz 
that he had written an epitaph in a single Terse to 
be inscribed on his own tomb, the latter replied t 
"It is so pretty, I wish it were written there 
akeady I " Lucian, Dem^n. Vk, ii. p. 389. 

The same, seeing a Lacedemonian flogging his 

ownslaYe, exclaimed : " Do leave off showing that 

yoa desenre the very same yourself." 

Ibid, p. 39a 
274. 

The same, observing that some athletes, contrary 
to the mles, were fighting unfairly in a scuffling- 
match, and even using their teeth, said : *' That is 
why your modem athletes are so often called lions. " 

IHH, p. 391. 
«7S. 
Demonax having paid a visit to Olympia, was 

received with all honour by the people of Elis, and 
a bronxe statue to him was voted at the public 
expense. " Don't, gentlemen," said he. " You 
will seem to be reproaching your forefathers for 
not having let up a statue to Socrates or to 
Diogenes.** IHd, p. 393. 
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376. 
The lame was onoe heard to say to a lawyer, 
"Probably all laws are really useless, for good 
men do not want laws at all, and bad men are made 
no better by them.** 

LvciAN, Demon, VU, ii. pw 394. 

a77. 
The same, being asked a little before his death, 

if he had any commands about his funeral, replied : 

"Don*t trouble yourselves; the smell will buiy 

me." When the objection was raised, " It would 

be a shame that the body of so old and so great a 

man should become Ibod for dogs and Tultures,** 

he rejoined : " All right, so long as I am of use to 

some creatures when I am dead." Ibid. p. 396. 

tyS. 
Agesilans the Great, observing that a malefiictor 
bore the torture with great firmness, exclaimed, 
" What a veiy great rogue must he be, whose 
courage and constancy are bestowed on crime 
alone I* Plutarch, Ap, Lae.^ Ages, a. 

The same, having ordered certain prisoners of 
war to be sold stripped, and separate from their 
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clothes, found that there were many more pur- 
chasers of the garments, since the white skins of 
the prisoners made them look effeminate and on- 
senriceable. " These,'* said he, "are the posses- 
sions you fight for, and these are the men you 
fight tnM." Plutarch, Ap, Lot,, Ages, ly, 

28a 
The same, being compelled to make a retreat 
in a huny, was implored by a sick friend with 
many tears not to leare him. '* It is hard,** he 
said, as he returned for him, "at ooce to have 
wisdom and pity.** Ibid. 17. 

381. 
The same had a favourite saying, "A general 
should show his superiority over the private, not 
by having greater comforts in the field, but by 
displaying greater courage and endurance.*' 

IhU. 19. 

382. 
The same^ when asked by some one what was 
the chief benefit which the laws of Lycurgns had 
conferred vpon Sparta, leplied : "Contempt of 
pleasure^* JhU. 
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883. 
When tome one remarked how simply both 
king and citizens were doChed and fed at Sparta, 
Agenlaos said, '* Ah ! my friend, it it from this 
that we reap our Freedom." 

Plutarch, Ap* La€., Ages, %i. 

284. 
When Agesilaus was passing through Thasos 
with his army, the ishmders sent him supplies of 
flour, with poultry, cakes, and other delicacies. 
The flour he accepted, the rest he declined as of 
"no use to them." On being blamed for this, 
and pressed to accept them, he said, ^ " Divkle 
them, then, among the slaves ; men who are disci- 
plined in courage need them not What is a bait 
to a slsTC cannot be fit for a freeman.** Ibid. 35. 

885. 
The same^ when a lame man going on senrice 
asked kave to haTe a horse, said to him, " We 
want men who will stand, not those who can get 
quickly away.** iHtL 34. 

386. 
When thirty thousand Persian gold coins bear^ 
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in( the device of an archer had hecn sent from 
Asia bjr ^^ Great King to Athens and Thebes 
to be distributed in bribes, Agesihuis on his de- 
partnre from that country said : " Thirty thonsand 
bowmen are going oat by the king's order to make 
war with the SparUns.** 

Plutarch, Ap, Laf,^ Ages, 40. 

287. 

AgesiUns, intending to march through Mace- 
donia, sent to ask the king of that country whether 
he intended to receiTe him as a friend or an 
enemy. *' I will consider,** he replied. '* Then,** 
said the Spartan, "do you think about it, imd 
we meanwhile will commence our march.** The 
king very soon sent a message: ''Come as a 
friend.** Hid. 43. 

aSS. 

Some one begged AgesiUus to write to his 
friends in Asia, that justice might be done to 
him. *'My friends,** said the king, ««do justice 
tvtn if I do Mi/ write to them." IkU, 54. 



Agtsilam Mid to take Kttlt mUm of things 
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which others admired, and he liked to ihow his 
ladilTercnce. One day a celebrated actor called 
Callippidas came forward and addressed the king, 
and then intruded himself somewhat pertly upon 
his attendants, expecting some recognition. At 
last he said, *' Don't you know me, sir ? Have 
you not heard who I am?" The king gave him 
a look, and sakl : **Are you Callippidas, the man 

Plutarch, Ap, Iac,, Agu.'^SJ, 

390. 
The people of Asia being wont to call the Sul- 
tan **The Great King,** Agesilaus said :" In what 
respect is he grmier than I, unless he has more 
justice and more self-eontrol ?** IHd, 65. 

291. 
The lame, when some one asked what things 
boys ought to learn, replied, *' What will be use* 
ful to them when they are men.** IHtU 67. 

391. 

The same, when sitting as judge ia a suit, in 
whkh the praaecutor spokt well but the counsel 
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for the defence badly, with the frequent remmrk, 
*'// it tki duiy 0/m king to subpart tht law,** ad- 
drcsied the latter thus :— " If any one were to 
make a hole in your house-wall, or try to rob yon 
of your mantle, would yon invoke the aid of the 
architect or the weaver?" 

Plutarch, Ap, Lae,, Ages, 68. 

a93- 
The same, when a letter had been brought to 

him from the Persian king after the peace of 

Callias, proposing terms of friendship, declined to 

receive it. *'Tell hhn," said he, "he need not 

send any letters to me individually. If he b a 

friend to Greece, I will be a staunch friend to 

him ; but if I find him playing double, he is not 

to rely oo my friendship, however many letters I 

may receive from him." JHd, 69. 

a94. 
Caitts Fabricius, in a conference with Pyrrhus 

about the release of prisoners, refused a large sum 

of money that was offered. Next day, Pyrrhus 

ordered the largest elephant to be brought up 

behind him without hU being aware of it till it 

tnunpctcd ia his ear and mddenly showed itaell. 
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Tsrning rottiid with a smile, Fabricios said : 
" Neither your bribe yesterday nor your big beast 
l<M]ay has any power to more me from my duty." 
Plutarch, Reg, a tmp, Af,, C, AM 2. 

a95- 
The same, whan Pjrrrhns inrited him to share 

his sorereignty as second to himself, replied : 

" That woold be against your own interest, for if 

the Epirots come to know os both, they will pre* 

fer me for their king.** /M/. 3. 

296. 
When the eMer Scipio was asked in Sicily what 
he had to tnist to in sending a force to attack 
Carthage^ he pointed oat three hundred men per* 
forming drill nnder arms, and a lofty tower by the 
•ea. '*Not one of these," said he, '*were I to 
Older him, would hesitate to ascend that tower 
and throw himself headlong from it." 

id. Sd/. Mkj\ 4. 



a97. 
When King Antiochns had cone into Greece 

with a great display of milttaiy power tariowly 

arawd, TiCna QniBtit removed tho lean of the 
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Achxans by Uie following anecdote :— '*I once,** 
said het " was dining with a friend, and expressed 
my surprise at such a rariety of meat But my 
host explained that though the dressing and the 
seasoning differed, it was all park. In the same 
w ay, " he added, ' ' you may be assured that, however 
much their arms may be different, these men are 
all Syrians,'^ Plutarch, Ibid, Tit, Qmmi. 4. 

298. 
Agesilaus, finding the allies complained of the 
frequent expeditions in support of a mere handful 
of Spartans, ordered all the allied forces to sit 
in ranks mixed together, but the Spartans in a 
separate place. Then an order was given, " Pot- 
ters, stand up I Brass-workers, carpenters, house- 
builders, stand up in succession I " When all the 
trades had been so called out, nearly all the allies 
were 00 their feet, but not a single Lacedemonian 
(trade of any kind being strictly forbidden). Then 
Agesilaus said with a smile : " You see, gentle- 
men, 1k>w many more soldiers we send out than 
you.* Ikid, Apapk, Lac,^ Aits, 72. 

a99- 
The sami^ in one of hb frequent contests with 
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the Hiebtnii hid been wcmnded by a javelin. It 
ii laid that Antakidai taunted him thui: "It 
•enrei you right: ym taught tbeie Thebani to fight 
when they had neither the wiih nor the know- 
ledge.** Plutarch, j4/. Za€,, A^et, 71. 

300. 
Agii, the aon of Archidamuii on lunreying the 
walli of Corinth, and noticing their height and 
itrength, aiked, *' Who are the women who live 
inthiipbce?" IHd.t. 

y 301. 

The MBM^ when an envoy from Abdera had 
made a kmg addreii, and aiked, "What ihall I 
report to the dttieni?** replied, "That I liitened 
in lilence at long aa ever you chote to talk.** 

30J. 

The lame, when lome one wai praiiing the 

fiumen of the people of Elii in the Olympian 

OQttterti, remarked, " They do nothing very won* 

derfiU in actiqg juitly for 0m day mUy in five 

Theiami^whenhe waitoUi that "Some people 
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fai tbe other boose envy you," said, "Tlicii be- 
sides tbeir own mbfortimes, tbey will bave tbe 
good hick of me and my friends to tnnoy tbem.** 
Plvtarch, Ap, Lae,, Agts, 1 1. 

304. 
Arigeus, on seeing at Seiinvs in Sicily an v^ 
scriptkm to certain persons who had died in '*ei* 
tingnishing a tyranny,** exclaimed that it served 
them right, for if the tyranny was on fire it ought 
to haTe been allowed to bum itself out 1 " 

fad, Arig, 2. 
305. 
When a patriotic Athenian was reading a eulogy 

on some of his countrymen who had been killed 

by tbe Lacedemonians, Aristo asked him : '* What 

country did those belong to who killed them ? ** 

Ilnd. AHit y. 
306. 

Archidamus, the son of Zeuxidamus, was im» 

ploffcd by the allies in the Peloponnesian war to 

put some limit to the taioitioo. But he replied, 

** War does not feed by measure.** Md, ArdL 7. 



Hefondaib being present when an Athenian 
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coort oondeiniied a man for following no profet- 
tkm, laid *'lie should like to tee the person who 
had heen cast in such a verj gentlemanly suit,** 

Plutarch, IHd, Hermtd, 

308. 
Leonidas being told that from the number of 
the Persian arrows the sun could not be seen, re- 
marked, " Then we shall fight in the shade.** 

lv%d» IjCOH% o. 

309. 

The same, when Xerxes had sent a letter, de* 
manding the surrender of his arms, replied, 
*«Come and take them." IM,ii, 



J 



3ta 
The same sent an order to his soldiers "to 
breakfast with the prospect of dining in the other 
world." IbuL 13. 

311. 
Paullus iEmilius, finding there was much talking 
and bragging among his soMien, issued this order 
to them t " Keep quiet, sharpen your iwoids, and 
leave the rest to me." . 
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31a. 

Cato Uie elder said he had little hope of a city 
in which a fish sold for a lai^ger sum than an ox. 

Plutarch, JHd, Cat, MaJ, 2. 

3"3. 
A certain piper, seeing fishes darting about in 

the sea, played them a tune, thinking that perhaps ■ 

they would come out and dance on land ! Being 

disappointed in this, he took a net and drew out a 

large number of them, and while he watched them 

leaping about, he exclaimed : " Stop dancing to 

me now, as you would not come out to dance 

when I piped to you.** Herod, i. 141. 

314. 
Nitocris, queen of Babylon, had a tomb erected 

for herself over a gateway in a thoroughfare of 
the city, with this inscription : " If any king of 
Babylon after me should be short of money, he 
may open this tomb and take as much as he 
wants, but only if he really is in need of it** 
DariuSy thinking it was a pity not to make use of 
wealth which he was thus invited to take, opened 
the tomb and found do money, bat the body with 
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thete words written : " If jroa had not been greedy 
of foM and fond of baie gain, yon would not have 
thought of ransacking the graves of the departed." 

Herod^ i. 187. 

315. 
Two Spartan bojrs were fighting, and one gave 

the other a mortal blow with a knife. When he 

was dying, his companions engaged to avenge him. 

*' Don't," he said, 'Mt would not be just ; for I 

should have done it to him, if only I had been 

quick enough and had had courage enough." 

Plut. Ap. Ut€. Divert. 31. 

3«6. 
When Lampb of iGgina was congratulated for 
his wealth as a shipowner, a Spartan observed^ 
*' I don't think much of a prosperity which hangs 
on ropes." Ikid, 45. 

317. 
When some one taunted a Spartan for telling a 

falsehood, he replied, *' Well, we are a free people. 

Othenget/isaiii/if they dont speak the troth." 

3i«^ 
Amasis, king of Egypt, in his youth was food 
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of good dieer, and not very icnipaloiu how be 
obtained it When charged with stealing, hit 
custom was to appeal to the nearest oracle ; and 
sometimes he was condemned by the god« some- 
times acquitted When he came to the throne, he 
took no notice of, and sent no presents to^ the 
shrines where he had been acquitted, but showed 
the greatest respect for those who had called him 
a thief, declaring they were the only true and 
infallible gods * Hbrod. ii. 174. 

319. 
Some one was attempting to make a corpse 

stand erect, bat failing in all hu attempts, he 

remarked, " Something seems wanting inside it.** 

Plut. Ap, La€. Dw, 47. 

320. 
An old man wishing to be a spectator of the 
games at Olympia, was at a kiss for a seat, and as 
he went round looking for one he was jeered by 
the populace. At last, when he came where the 
Lacedemonians were sitting, all the young and 
most of the full-grown men got up to offer him 
their place. The assembled Greeks applauded 
the*actt whereupon he cwlaimed with a sigh: 
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"Alas I tM tKe Greeks knom what it right, bat 
only the Laoedemoiiiant practise it* 

Plut. Ap, Ltc, Div. 5a. 

311. 
A beggar asked alms of a Spartan. '* If I give 
to you,** he replied, " jroa will only become more 
of a beggar than yon are. The first man who 
gave yon sixpence is the author of this bad trade 
of yours : it was he who taught yon to do nothing. *' 

322. 
A person with sore eyes was going into military 
senrioe. His fnends asked him what he expected 
to do in that condition ? " Not to see the enemy's 
sword, ** he replied. /but, 59. 

3*3. 
A Spartan being asked some question, said, 

«• Na" «« That's a lie," was the Mont rejoinder. 

*' Then," said he, "why did yon ask, if you know 

already?" IHd.ty. 

Certain enToys came on business of importance 
to Lygdami% tyramt of Lydk. After being put off 
many timei, at kst they were toM that he was ill. 
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and could not tee them. '*Ainre him," said they, 
"that we hare coom, not to wicstle, hat to talk 
with him." Plut. A^ Imc. Dip. 64. 

A Spartan was dining at a tahk on which ' 
lea-nrchim were lerved. He took one, and not 
knowing how to manage it, pat it into his month 
and oronched it shell and all ! After making wry 
faces over it, he exclaimed : " Not very nice eating t 
I am not going to turn coward and give 70a up 
now ; bat I shall not Uktypu any more." 

Athen. iii. p. 91. 

326. 
Some Thradan dinner-parties indnlge in a pecu- 
liar amusement. Paying ai hanging. They let 
down a noose at a certain height, and place 
directly under it a stone whk:h easily turns round 
when any one steps on it Lots are then drawn, 
and the winner has to mount the stone and put his 
head in the noose, holding in his hand a curved 
knife. Then tome one passes and jogs the stone, 
and the unhappy adventurer b left hanging. 
Unless he instantly cfUs the noose, he is a dead 
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■uuL Wlien toch an event hftppeiiii tKe othen 
Uugh, and think it great fiin. 

Athen. W. p. 155. 

Cambjrsei, having taken prisoner the Egyptian 
king, PnnunenitaSy adopted the following ex- 
pedient to try his disposition. He dressed the 
king's daughter as a skve, and made her pass in a 
procession with other young hulies of rank in the 
same attire, hefore the e/es of their parents. All 
of these, except the king himself, bewailed the 
sad fiUe of their daughters ; but he merely held 
do%m his head, and said nothing. Then his son 
was led past him with a rope round his neck, in 
company with many other youths, to be executed; 
but the same silence was observed by him, though 
the other Egyptians bewailed the young men's 
6ue. Shortly after this, it happened that an old 
friend and companion, reduced to poverty and in 
the garb of a beggar, came up to the king, who 
broke out into tears and bmentations at the sad 
sight. '< How is this,** inquired Cambyses, " that 
you show more grief for a friend in distrem than 
ferasongofa«to«Martioiir* " Son of CynM.** 
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replied he, "my own woes were too grett for 
teart. These were more suited to the case of a 
friend who has fallen in his old age into porerty 
after great prosperity. '* Cambyses was so pleased 
with the unselfish reply, that he gare immediate 
orders to spare the life of the yoath ; bvt he had 
just been executed. Hulod. iii. 14. 

318. 
The same Cambyses sent envoys to the JEihUh 
pians, bringing presents of great Talue, purple 
ro^jes, gold chains and collars, perfumery, and 
palm- wine. The i£thiopian king took one of the 
garments and examined it. "What's thisi" he 
asked, " and how was it made ? ** " With precious 
dye," they replied. " Dye, you call it ? I say that 
both it and you are /AdMd// What about this neck- 
chain? Why, I have much stronger chains than 
Mo// Then this sweet stuff? "^" A precious 
compound, your majesty." "Skam again," he 
exclaimed. " But I like your wine. What does 
your king, now, m/, and how many years does a 
Peisianlive?" " He eaU bread, made of diflerent 
kinds of com ; and the longest life is about eighty 
yean." "No wonder," said he, "they are so 
short-Ured, if they feed on dtm^/ They couldn't 
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live as long as thai witlioat this good liqaor, in 
which, I admit, you Penians beat as hollow I " 

Herod, iit. aa. 

3*9. 
The same Cambyses was baiting a lion's whelp 

with a yovng dog, his qneen being present and 

looking on. The dog getting the worst of it, its 

brother suddenly broke its chain, and rushed to its 

assistance ; and tlie two together soon worried the 

lion. Cambyses was delighted, but the queen shed 

tears. •* What now?** he asked. ** Ah, sir!*' she 

replied, " when my poor brother Smeidis was put 

to death by you, he had no brother to help him I " 

Cambyses, who was half a madman, put her to 

death for saying this. ' Ibid* 32. 

The same story is differently told by the Egyp- 
tians. They say that, being seated at table with 
his wife, he was asked whether a lettuce^ which 
she heU in her hand, and had stripped of its outer 
leaves, looked better with the leaves palled off or 
left on. "I prefer it with the leaves on," he re 
plied. ** Bat yoo,** said sbc^ «< imitated the let. 
tact itrippedf iHien yov left bate the hoote of yonr 
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lather Cym.'' la hk nge lie kicked her, which 
canted her death throogh a miicarriace. 

HuoD. iii. 33. 

331- 
The lame once asked a confidential friend called 

Praxaspes what the Peniani thought of him and 
said of hun? <' Sir,'* he replied, '* they praise joa 
highly in ererything, except that yon are rather 
too fond of wine.'* " Oh 1 " said he, ** they taytkat 
now, do they ? Why, they used to say that I was 
a better man than my father I " Crcesus, who was 
present, remarked, by way of soothing him, " I 
think, sir, that yon are not like yonr (ather in one 
respect ; yon have not yet such a son to leave be- 
hind yoo as Cyrus had in you." Upon this the 
king turned to Praxaspes, and said, '*Now you 
shall see whether the Persians are right or wrong 
in saying I have lost my senses. If I hit your son, 
standing there, in the heart with this arrow, then 
the Persians will be proved to be wrong ; but if I 
miss, they may call me a fooL" He drew his 
bow, and the boy IclL " Cut him open," said the 
kmg. ''See t the arrow b in his heart ! Now, 
Praxaspes," he added with a laugh, "you tee it is 
not I, but the Peniaat who are out of their tentet. 
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Did joa ever lee such a good shot ? * Pnuwqpes, 
leeiiig Uie man was mad, and being afiraid for hb 
own life, replied t " Sir, I don't think Apollo him* 
lelf could have hit the mark as well t" 

HnnoD. iik 34, 3$. 

Darins once asked some Greeks what they 
wottM take to eai their own fathers when they died ? 
Nothing, they said, would induce them to do so 1 
Thereupon he asked certain Indians, who follow 
this custom, and whose answer was made known 
to the same Greeks by an interpreter, what they 
would take to imm their fethers when they died ? 
They, shocked at such a proposal, exclaimed^ 
" Say it noCl " Thus custom is ereiything, and 
Pindar was right in calling it the universal ruler. 

333* 
The Spartans were so fond of short "Laconic ** 
s pee ch es , that when certain Samians, wishing to 
be tcry concise, came in a time of need, and hold- 
fa^ up an empty sack, saki in assembly, *' Bag 
wants flour,* they replied, " Why waste a word ? 
Ym mig^havc ktUt^ihtUg^uA saki, **lVmmti 
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Jl§mrt^ Howerer, tliey gave them the aid asked 
for. HmiOD. Ui. 46. 

334- 
Daritti, having pat hit ankle out of joint, suflered 

great pain from anskilful treatment till he was 

cured by one Democedes of Crotona, who was 

then in slaveiy. In gratitude, Darius presented 

him with two pairs of gold chains. "What I ** 

said he, " am I to have double bondage for making 

you well?** md. 13a 

335- 
Mcandrius, governor of Samos, having escaped 

with his treasure to Sparta, adopted the following 
device to win the confidence of Cleomenes the king. 
He had gold and silver goblets set in array, and 
toM the servants to let themselves be seen polish- 
ing them. Then, engaging in conversation with 
Cleomenes, he would beg him to walk in. When 
the king expressed his admiration of the goblets, 
Maeandrius said, *' Pray take for yourself as many 
of them as yon please." Not liking to accept them 
himself and fearing he might get into trouble if 
he made a present of them to any of the dtixens, 
CleooMDei went to the cphon and saki to them \ 
I think thie itianger from Samoa had better 
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letTe tlie city, lest he make either myself or some 
other of the barghers dishonest** 

Herod, iii. 148. 

336. 
Etearchus was king of the city Axus in Crete. 

HaTing married a second time, he was persuaded 
by the step-mother to persecute and wrongly ac- 
cuse his daughter by a former wife, by name 
Pmdtnci, Accordingly, he binds by a- solemn oath 
one Themiso, a merchant of Thera, to cany out 
any request he might make ; and his promise 
being obtained, he said to him, *'Sink Miss 
Prudence in the sea t ** Themiso^ resoWed to keep 
hu oath to the letter, took her out in a boat, tied 
a rope round her waist, and ducked her in the sea. 
But he pulled her up again, and they went off 
together to Thera 1 Herod. It. i 54. 

337. 
The Trausi, a people of Thrace, have a peculiar 

custom in the erent of births and deaths When 

a child is bom, the relations sit round it and be* 

wail the many miseries it has been bora to endure ; 

but when anyone dies, they bury him with mirth 

and delight, because he is released from so many 

ttlsi and is now quite happy. ihU* y. 4. 
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ArUtagoras, desiring a prirate conference with 
King Cleomenes on a matter of great importance, 
requested the young princessi who was about eight 
years of age, to withdraw. '*Let her stay,'* said 
Cleomenes, "jrou need not stop on her account*' 
Then Aristagoras b^gan to offer the king large 
sums of money to induce him to join in invading 
the capital of the Persian empire. As the offer 
rose from ten to fifty talents, the child exclaimed, 
" Father, if you don*t get up and go^ thir stranger 
will bribe you." Pleased at the child's remark, 
the king at once went into another room, and 
Aristagoras gave up all hope of winning Sparta 
to the cause. Uerozx ▼• $1* 

338. 
It was a saying of Cato the Elder, "Those 

magistrates who can prevent crime, and do not, in 

effect encourage it." 

Plut. Rig, H Imp. Apoph.^ CaL Maj, 5. 

339. 
The same used to say that old age had evils 
enough of its own, without adding that of the 
shame resulting from vice. ihUU 15. 
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340. 
The tame declared that a man in a rage differed 
from a madman only in the duration of the malady. 
Plut. Reg, et Imp. Apoph,^ Cat, Afaj, 16. 

341. 
The tame told the young men, in praiting moral 

inffuence, and to encourage them to fight bravely, 

that "at Reaton had more weight than the Sword, 

to an advertary wat put to flight by the voice more 

than by the hand." IHd. 23. 

The younger Scipio^ on being appointed Censor, 
degraded a young man from the equettrian rank, 
becaute at a grand dinner given by him during the 
war with Carthage^ he had made a repretentation 
of the city in pattry, and put it on the table for 
the guettt to pull to piecet. On atkii^ the reaton 
of the tentence, the youth received from Scipio 
thit reply: "It b becaute you looted Carthage 
before I have done to." Wd. Sap. Mm. 11. 

343. 
The tame^ when a young man ihowed him a 



GRS£K WiT. los 

him ! " Yei» 'tii a very pretty ihiekl ; but a RontB 
ilKNild cany his hopes in his right hand rather 
than fai his kit** Plut. iUd. Se^. Mm. 18. 

When the rioters in the party of Cains Gracchvs 
called out '* Kill the tyrant !" Sdpio said t <* No 
wonder that the enemies of their country would 
fiun kill me first, for as Rome cannot fall while 
Sdpio stands, so Sdpio cannot live if Rome falls.** 

/M. S3. 
345* 
Cndlins Metellus, being advised to attack a 

strong position, which he was assured could be 
taken with the loss of only ten men, replied, " I 
will, if yon will be one of the teiu** 

/Hd. OfT. Afet. I. 

The same, when a young officer inquired what 
were his plans, replied, " If I thought this waist- 
coat of mine knew my secrets, I woukl take it off 

and bum it" Hid. a. 

347. 
The same, though at variance with Sdpio in his 

lifetime, was afilicted at his death, and desired his 

•OM to take part in his imieraL "And thank the 
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godi,** he added, " that other nations had not a 
Sopto." Plutakch, Ibid, Ok, Mti, 3. 

34«. 
Caitts Marios, when encamped near a host of 

Teutons, in a pUce without water, pointed out a 

stream close to the enemy's rampart, and said : 

" You will have to get your drink there, Aid to 

purchase it with blood." "Then,** said the men, 

"lead us to the spot while our blood is still 

liquid, and not yet congealed by thirst." 

Ibid, Atarim^ 4. 
349* 
The same, having presented a thousand men of 

Camarina with the dtiienship in reward of their 
valour in the war against the Cimbri, said to those 
who objected to the act as illegal, that "he could 
not hear the laws through the din of arms." 

/M.S. 
350. 
In the same war, Lutatius Catulus, finding it 

impossible to rally his men, who were flyuig before 
the advance of the barbarians, rushed to the front, 
that be might seem to the enemy to be leading 
tfoopt wlio were really in headlong flight 

Lui.Cti. 
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351. 
When Luculliis, after hit senrices in the East, 

hid ghren himself ap to luxury and indulgence, 

and was bUming Pompey the Great for being too 

aspiring for his age, the latter remarked, " It is 

more unsuited to old age to be luxurious, than to 

youth to be a commander.** 

Plut. Ibid, Cn, Pcmp, 10. 

352. 
Pompey, being indisposed, was ordered by his 
physician to have a fieldfare for his dinner. As 
these birds were out of season, some one said, 
"Lucullus keeps fieldfares all the year round; 
ask >liM. ** "What 7 '* said the patient, " shall it 
be said that Pompey would not have been alive if 
Lncullus had not been a glutton ? Never mind 
the doctor ; 111 take something that is easily to be 
had." IhiJ. II. 

353- 
Cleomenes, king of Sparta, went to the island of 
>Ggina to arrest certain parties who had been 
guilty of betraying Greece to the Persians. In this 
attempt he was opposed by a man called Crius 
{RmmiU who deckred he should not cany off as 
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prisoner any iEginetan. On kaTing the island 
acoordingljT, the king aslced him his name, and on 
learning it, ezcUimedt " Then, Mr. Ram, put brass 
OB yoor horns, for there u mischief in store for 
jroa.** Hbrod. tL sa 

354- 
CroesQs, having recdYed important services from 

Alcnueon, the son of Megacles, sent for him to 
Sardi% and by way of reward, gave him leave to 
take " as much gold as he could carry off on his 
peison in one visit to the treasury.** Alcmseon 
accordingly put on a loose jacket with very wide 
pockets, and a pair of the very hugest boots he 
oould 6nd. Then he set to work at a heap of gold- 
dust, and first he stuffed his boots and then 
crammed his pockets with gold ; next, he p owde r ed 
his hair all over with it, and kstly, he filled his 
mouth as lull as it couU be. MThen Croesus saw 
him oomfaig oul of the treasury looking like any- 
thing rather than a human beings he laughed, and 
made him a pfcsent of as mach mofc 

HiaoD. vL \%%. 

355. 
Oeefo wed to asy that •omt oiaton take to 
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bawling for the nme renoa that ayikct 1mm 
people take to hotiet from iafinnity. 

Plot. Rtg. H imp, itf/., Ck, 3^ 

35«. 
The same, when one Nepoe told him he had 

cansed the deaUi of more by his testimony than 

he had erer sared byhb advocaqr* replied, "That 

is becanse my credit eaoeeds my doqnence." j 

357. 1 

When one Nonius told Pompey, after the defeat i 

•t Phmalos. to Uke beut. f3r that then were I 

Still seren eagles with themi, Qoero ofasenrcd, : 

"That wonld be good advice^ if we were but I 

fiC^ting with jackdaws." Ikid. 19. ) 
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Slander is a most serioos eril ; it implies two 1 

who do a wrong, and one who b doubly wronged. j 

Thcslanderer does a wrong in aocosiag one who I 

is not present, and the listener also does a wrong | 

in beliering the charge without any full knowledge. ; 
AgaiUt the person slandered, not being present 
when the accusation is brought against hifll^ is 
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w ro nged fint in being maligned by one, and next 
in being belieted by the other to be bed. 

Herod. viL lo. 

359. 
A rich mob came to Athens, and made himself 

conspicuous by the number of his attendants, his 
line clothes, and hb jewellery, which he imagined 
would excite the envy of the beholders. Unwilling 
to impose any restraint on him in a free State, they 
resolved to banter him, and so make him ashamed 
of his conceit. So whenever in the baths or the 
wrestling-schools he elbowed them with hb crowd 
of servants, some one would remark, — not speak- 
ing to him, but «/ him,— "I am afraid of getting 
killed in bathing, though there is peace in the 
bath-room ; I dont see why we want a regiment 
of sokliers here." Another, remarking on his 
richly-dyed dothes, would say, " Spring flowers are 
coming now.** — "Whence came this peacock?** 
— '* Perhapa these aic his mamma's dresses.** The 
Bke jokes wero made at his goU rin^ and the cat 
of his hair, and the extravagance of his daily life ; 
10 tbnt be M AtheM a wiser aan by having inch 
rand 10 him In public. 

LuciAN, Aprils. L p. 5a. 



GMMMK WtT, III 

Mega b y Aut , being at Bynntiom, was told that 
tKe people of Calchedon on the opposite coast had 
settled there seventeen yean before. "Then," said 
he, "they most have been bUnd at the time,**— 
the site of Bytantittm being so much more beaatifoL 

Hekod. It. 144. 
361. 

Xences, in his progress through npper Greece, 
wu so expensively entertained that private indi- 
viduals were mined by it, and even States could 
hardly bear the cost of the daily dinners* Mega- 
creon, a dtisen of Abdera, wittily advised the 
people to make a public supplication in their 
temples, that the gods might avert in future at 
least half of the threatened expense ; and to render 
thanks for past mercies, that the king required 
only one meal a day, — "for,** says he, " if we had to 
give him a breakout as well, we must either leave 
the city, or stay and be ruined." VW vii. ija 



36a. 
Xerxes, on being shown the narrbw rocky 
ravine through which the Peneus discharges itself 
into the sea firom the plain of Thessalft remarked 
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that " the Thfwaliant hid shown themselTet wise 
in snbmitting to him in time, since he now saw 
that thej occupied a country to easy to capture.*' 
For he had only to dam up the riTcr, and the 
whole pUin would be under water. 

Herod. Til 150. 

363. 
When Darius had sent messengers to Athens 
and Sparta, demanding "earth and water** in 
token of submission, the Spartans flung them into 
the pit into which malefactors were thrown, and 
the Athenians thrust them into a water-tank^ 
telling them to take earth and water from thence 
to the king. /M/. 133. 

Xerxes, when he was at Abydos, saw shipa 
laden with com sailing from the Pontus down the 
Hellespont to iEgina and the Peloponnese. His 
advisers, regarding them as enemies* ships, wished 
to Ci4>ture them, and waited for the signaL But 
Xerxes asked, "What is their destination?* •'To 
carry com to yoor enemies^** was the reply. "And 
are not w^** he asked, •* sailing there too? What 
wrong are thcM men doing 11 in taking con thcM 
>r#MraMrl* IkiJU 147. 
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365- 
ArtemUiat qaeen of Halkamastoi, who com- 

manded a fleet on the tide of Xerzet at Salamis, 

was hotly panned by an Attic trireme. Toeicape 

capture, she made a sodden dash at a friendly 

galley, and sank it ; and the panoer, sapposing 

she must be fighting for the Greeks, allowed her 

to escape. MThen Xerxes saw the bokl exploit, he 

exclaimed, " My men have proved themsdTes 

women, and my women men." Hbroo. viii. 88. 

3«. 

Perdiccas, a refugee from Argos, lived as a 
serf, feeding sheep for a king in Upper Maoedon. 
A prodigy having occ ur red, which seemed to the 
king to portend his ftiture greatness, Perdiccas was 
ordered to leave his service. This he consented to 
do on receipt of hb pay. " Pay I " said the king ; 
" Take that gold coin fai the sky ; it is about what 
you deserve.'* So saying, he pointed to the sun 
which was shining into the room through a hole 
in the roof. *' That will do," saki the youth, who 
immediately drew a drde with his knife on the 
floor to represent the son's outline, and bathing 
himself thrice in the sunlight, he departed. But 
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the omen of possession was ftdfiUed in his hecominf 
afterwards king of Macedonia. Herod. TiiL 137. 

367. 
Xerxes, when be fled from Greece, left Mardo* 

nitts all his costly dinner-service of plate. Pan* 

sanias, aware of this, ordered the cooks, after the 

death of Mardonius at Plataea, to prepare a dinner 

precisely as they would have done for Mar- 

donios. When this was ready, and the divans 

.^ . and goM and silver tables had been duly set oot, 

' j I he told his own servants to prepare a Spartan 

^ 1 1 dinner. Laughing heartily at the contrast, he 

called his generab and said, "Gentlemen, I 

wished to point out to you the folly of this Persian 

general, who with all this grandeur came to rob 

ym of your miserable meaL " likL ix. 82. 
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' Stratonicns the harp-player was invited to enter 

a house with open doors. At 6rst he was de- 
lighted at the hospitality shown him, as being a 
strainer to the place, and he complimented the 
i ^ host on his liberality in placing everythiqg in the 

i' kottte at the disposal of his guests. But teeing oim 
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after aaochcr cater, and the house open to all who 
chote to lodge there, he said at hst to hb servant t 
" Let us gOb boy t we have caught the wrong bird. 
I'm afraid this is not a private hoose, bat mm itm.** 

Aelian, Kit. l/ut, idr, 14. 

369. 
One Z^lliis, of Amphipolis, a pupil of Poly- 
crates, was an ill-conditioned and cynical fellow, 
who took pleasure in always abusing people. 
Being asked by a well-educated man, wAj^ he 
spoke evil of every one, he replied, " Because I 
cannot 4^0 them evil, much as I should like it.'* 

JM. xi la 

Alcibiades took pride in sending many hand- 
some presents to his friend Socrates. Xanthippe 
was delighted with them, and begged him to take 
them. "No 1 " sakl he ; "let us show him ^r 
pride in contrast to hiS| by not accepting them." 

371. 
On one oocaskm Aldbiadetsent Socrates a hurge 
and beautifully made cake. Xanthippe, who was 
rather jealous of the giver, took it out of the 
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btskct tod stamped upon it. Socrates only smiled, 
and said, " Now, my dear, /ms will not get a slice 
of it any more than I." 

AEUANf Ymr. ifitt, xL 12. 

Anazardms, being on an expedition with 
Alexander in very cold weather, and foreseeing 
that the camp would be pitched in a spot where 
there was no 6re-wood, threw away his camp- 
furniture and loaded the bearers with faggots. On 
arriving at the end of the march, Alexander, in 
order to warm himsel( made a bonfire of his sofas. 
Being told that Anaxarchus had a good fire going, 
lie went there, and anointed himself in the warm 
teat When informed of the precaution that had 
been taken, he was greatly pleased, and gave 
Anaxarchus, in return for the use of his fire, double 
the value of the things he had thrown away, be- 
sides other garments and furniture. Ibid. ix. 3a 

373- 
Socntes, observing that Antisthenes always 

made a torn part of hb mantle Tery oonspicnous, 

said, '*'Do stop displaying tboat fine clothes of 

Touri to vs.** Ibid, 35. 
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374. 
A gluttonous man itopped at a shop where some 
fish was being cooked, and for a time regaled him- 
self with the saToory smell. At last, feeling 
hungry, and unable to resist the desire, he told his 
senrant to go in and buy it. But the price asked, 
he was informed, was high. "Then," he said, 
«* the taste will be all the sweeter.** 

Aelian, Var, Hist x. 9. 

375. 
Eurydamas of Cyrene won the prize in a boxing- 

match. When his teeth had been knocked out by 

his antagonist, he'swallowed them to conceal from 

him the injury he had receiYed. Md. x. 19. 

376. 
A celebrated courtesan once said to Socrates, 

'*I have more influence than you; I can draw 

away all your followers if I please, but you can 

win OTer none of mine.** " Perhaps so," said the 

philosopher.; **you lead them all down hill, 

whereas I tnake them dimb the steep ascent to the 

temple of Virtue^ a road which is fiuniliar to few." 

xiii. 31. 



I \ 
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377. 
Polydittts the sctilptor made two statues of the 

same subject—one to please the mnltitude, the 

other according to the strict rules of art In the 

former, he would make any alteration that was 

suggested by visitors as "an improvement** 

When both statues were exhibited together, the 

one was ridiculed, the other highly praised and 

admired by all. *'This, gentlemen,** said he, 

" which you find so much fault with, is your work. 

The other is mrtW.** Ablian, Var, Hui. xiv. 8. 

37«. 
Socrates used to say, "Archelaos, king of 

Macedonia, has spent two thousand pounds in 

having his house adorned by the painter Zeuxis, 

but nothing whatever on adorning himself. There* 

fore, though many come from far to see the house, 

no one makes a journey to Macedonia to see 

Archelaus himself. Those who do go aic attracted 

by his wealth ; but that is not the biit bj which 

men are canght" VM 17. 



379. 
TbMUidridaik a SoaitaB* in ■«'*»m«»^ his son fat 
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haTtn(^ laid by monqr in his abtence from home, 
inftead of ipcndiiig his income in the senrice of 
the gods and his friends, obsenred that " there b 
nothing on earth to discreditable as to teem poor 
in one's life* and to be found ytrj ridi when one 
is d^pd.** Ablian, Kir. /fia, xir. 33. 

3te. 
Diogenes was taking his breakfast in a small 
shop, when he saw Demosthenes pass, and called 
to him. As the latter took no notice, he said to 
him, ** So 70a are ashamed to be seen in a shop^ 
are yon ? Why, yoor master, the common people^ 
comet here tferj day.** Md, ix. 19. 

581. 
Pittacas vted to praise working at a mill, be- 
cause it allowed many changes of exercise in a 
small space. ML vii. 4. 



582. 
A certain man, not fond of athletics, sakl he 
wouM not send his slare to the miff for punish- 
ment, but make him sit out the games at Olympia 
in the foil heat of the sun. 
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383. 
AriitoUe, when he left Athens f6r fear of being 
proieciitedy said to one who asked him the cause 
of hb departoie, "Because I do not wish the 
Athenians to make iwo mistakes about Philoso* 
phy "—referring to the death of Socrates. 

Ablian, Vdr. Ifisi. iil 36. 

384. 
The Carthaginians put two helmsmen into each 

ship, sajring that it was absurd to have two steer- 

ing*paddles in the stem, while there was only one 

to command the ihip, and that the person who was 

most important to all on board should have no one 

to share in his duties or to take his place. 

/fcV. ix.4a 
38s. 
Goigo^ when her lather, King Qeomenes, told 
her to give a certain quantity of bread to a person 
because he h&d taught him how to make his wine 
good, replied, " Then, father, more wine will be 
drunk, and the drinkers will be the more hard to 
please, and therefsie morally the worse lor it" 

Plut. Z«r. Ap.t Gmj* <• 

Nioostratns tlw harper had a dispute with Lao* 
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dicot, A Tocalist ••Yoa,'*lie mM, ^arc inudl fai 
A great utt woA, I am great in a iOMU one." 

Abuah, IV. Hiti. hr. i. 

Socratei, poor as he wa% was tawited by Dto* 
genet as a Inxnrioas man ; "for ]ron ha^ a cot* 
tage,** he said, ** and a tnick-bed, and soaietinies» 
when yon dine ont, ]ron pat on a pafar of shoes.** 

/Mil. 
388. 

Zenxk% hsTing painted a portiait of Helen, 
exhibited it at a oettain fixed charge^ without the 
pajment of iriiich none were allowed to visit her. 
To tease him for his meanness, the Gredn caUed 
his picture "The Conrtesan.'* IHd. 12, 

389. 
Epicanis used to say, "A man who is not con- 
tent with a little^ is content with nothing." 

19a 
Aristotle^ wishing to core Alexander of his hAsty 
temper, which he was apt to display to many, 
wrote thus: **Amier\M an emotion that is not felt 
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towards iiifeiioii» bat rather against superiors. 
As yoo have no equal, there can be no fit object of 
your wrath." Aiuan, Var. Hisi, zii. 54. 

Soamtei, obsenring that Alctbiades was very 
prottd of his estate, showed him a map of the 
world, and bade him point oat Attica. When he 
had Iband it, he told him further " to look for his 
own fields.** *' They are not marked here,** said 
Akibiades. " Then,** sakl the phikMopher, " yon 
need not be so ooooeited about lands which form 
BO part of the earth. * /M/. UL aS. 



3^. 
Aidiytas osed to say, "It Is as hard to find a 
man witlKmt gnile^ as a fish without a backbone.** 

X. 13. 



39> 
A man of Sybaris, accompanying his pupil, 

sevcftlj le p tofed hfan for picking up a fig he had 

femd on the rond. " Yo« are a naughty, greedy 

boy,** he said, as he snatched it out of Us hand, 

itUmselC /MliiT. aa 
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394. 
Piurrhasius, the painter, was defeated in a con- 
KtfX at SaniM by a rind artist but little inferior in 
skill. The subject was inscribed, Apix cwmUmfimg 
with Ufyuetfor ike arms 9f Achilla. When one 
of his friends condoled with him, he repliedt " I 
care little for being beaten myself, but I do sym- 
pathise with the son of Telamon for (ailing twice 
in the same cause.*' Au.ian, Vwr. HiH. ix. II. 

395- 
Some one was blaming a T^iconian for giving 

way to excessive grief. '* It is not my fault,** says i 

he I "my nature has a leak in it.** IM. 37. 

396. 
When Alexander was at Ilium, some one showed 
him, as a curiosity, Paris^s iute. ** I would rather 
see the lute of Achilles,** said he. For the one 
had been used for eflfeminate love>songs, the other 
for manly and chivalrous lays. IHd. 38. 

397. 
Plato was lodging at Olympia with some 
strangen, and delighted them with hb affitbility 
and COBVtnatioii. He said not a wtwd about the 
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Academji nor aboat Socrates, but only told them 
that his name was Pkta When thej paid him a 
visit at Athens, he received them in to friendly a 
way that they were encouraged to say, " Now y#* 
let us see your namesake^ the great associate of 
Socrates ; take us to the Academy that we may 
have the honour and benefit of hearing him 
lecture.*' With his wonted smile, he replied, <* I 
am he.** They were quite amazed to find him so 
simple and good-natured^ and able to win friends 
and admirers without the customary course of 
aiguiag with them. Abuan, Km*. HiH. Iv. 9. 

An architect called Stasicrates, a man of grand 
conceptiotts, and with a mind superior to painted 
or sculptured portraits, once came to Alexander 
the Great, and proposed to cut Mount Athos into 
a giant likeness of the king, holding in one hand a 
dty of ten thousand inhabitants, in the other a 
bowl from which a river should cascade^ as if he 
were pouring a libatioomto the sea I *'Itisabokl 
idea," said Alexander, «*but pray let Mout Athot 
aloMi It is quite cnou^ that it should recofd the 
IbOiMofoiieking. The Caacasoi^ the moantains 



CMSMX WtT. Its 

of IndiAy the river TaoaiSv and the OupiaB tea, 
•hall he to many portraita, not of me, hot of my 
deeds.* Pluta&ch, Dt AUx. Vtrtmi. Or. U. a. 

Epicnnitiiaedtotaj, " Gi^ me a littk fkwr and 
water, and I will compete with Japiter himielf lor ' 
happinest.'* Abuan, Far, Hisi, vf, 13. 

40a 
Archilochut taid that mooey was like a hedge* 
hog (or sea-iirchia)f— not Tery hard to catch, hot 
TCiy difficnlt to keep In one's grasp. IHd. 14. 

401. 
Themistodes, when walking, happened to find 
a golden collar hdonging to some Persian. "Here's 
agodsend!" he said to his slare. **Pickitap^ 
boy ; you are not Themistodea." Ihid, xiii 39. 

403. 
When the Aigives had made alliance with the 
Thebans, certain enTojs from Athens came to com- 
plain of both, and tannted the Argives with having 
had a matricide, and the Thebans a parricide^ 
amoQg their dtiaena. Upon which Epaminoodas 
rose and said : ** It is very tme ; but there is this 
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differenoe : we Thebons turned oat (Edipns, while 
ytm Athenians gate a refiige to Orestes." 

Plutarch, Rfg. et Imp, Ap,^ Epam. 15. 

403. 
Aldbiades, when about to be tried by his 
countrymen on a capital charge, absconded, re- 
marking that it was absurd, when a suit lay against 
a man, to seek to get ofl^ when he might as easily 
get away I Ihid, AUib, 5. 

404. 
Homer had been warned by an oracle that he 
would die in the island los, and " to beware of a 
nddle of young men.** It so happened that he 
was sitting one day on the shore of that island, 
watdiing some fishermen, to whom he addressed 
the question in rerse, "Have we got anything?** 
One of them replied, in a similar verse, '* What we 
catch, we leave ; what we don't catch, we carry 
away." Homer, not perceiving that the maoi re* 
lened in joke to the catching and killing of fleas 
«poo them, and thinking this must be the " riddle" 
meant, went moodily away, tumbled over a stone, 
•ad died on the third day I 

PftOCLOt, ClfMtMb A. 2. 
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40$. 
An old tftcber of philotophy claimed payment 
from one of hb papilt for inttrnction. The ancle 
of tlie Tooth, who had no great lore for philotophy, 
argtted that he had no canie for complaint, since 
the wares he had sold— a few words only— ^ere 
still in his possession, and his propet ty had been 
in no way diminished. " Besides,** said he, " you 
hate n4i taught him. My nephew is the greatest 
scamp in the neighbourhood!** "Perhaps so,** 
said the other, "bat if he had not come to me he 
would have been still wotm. My charge, therefore, 
is for the eril he has nti done through the respect 
he has imbibed for phikMophy, though he may not 
practise it.** Lucian, HirmcHm, i. p. 825. 

406. 
One Thesmopolis, a Stoic, was on a journey in 
company with a rich and affected lady of sank, who 
made a special and urgent request to him i "ZV, as 
yoa are so kind and careful, take my dear little 
dog MyrtU into the carriage, and lock after her, 
and see that she wants nothing I The poor thing is 
with pop, and these good Ibr-nothing senrants of 
mine 7<wmV actend to her, nor indeed even to tlieir 
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own mistress, on joornejrs. So pray be very kind 
to ray sweetest and most predons little pet I'* The 
philosopher, uixioas to oblige, complied with so 
earnest an entreaty. "Myrtle ''wassouglyensoonoed 
nader Us mantle^ put her head oat firom under his 
hofc beard, and licked his fi^e and whined ; finally 
(after certain little mishaps), it ga^ birth to poppies 
nndcr shdter of the ck)akl So the Joke was 

tvraed Ow^ instead of Stote. 

lASCUMt Di Mlnud^ CmnAw^Lp. 69s. 
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NOTICE. 

Y little Tolnme of •'Greek Wit," thoagh U 
hai been received with mixed pnuie and 
blame, yet hai met with sofllcient tnooeti to justify 
the Publishers in issuing a second series, which 
was conditionally promised, and which, it is be- 
liered, will be found on the whole to contain a 
better collection of ''Sayings" than the former 
Tolume. 

The truth seems to be^ that some who had ex- 
pected, from the title, a "funny** book — a mere 
cbllection of light jokes — ^were a little disappointed. 
I had taken care to point out the difference between 
/im and wU, and had also noticed the apparent 
want of capacity in some persons for really appre- 
ciating either the one or the other. To such, of 
cowie, books of this kind will always seem more or 
lessdulL There are others who can see the wit or 
the point of a few anecdotes, but not of the majority. 
Not unnaturally, both these regard the selection as 
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" rather a poor one on the whole ; '* and they think, 
no doubt (and rightly, according to their own stan- 
dard), that a good many might be struck out alto- 
gether, and that better, £.a, some others more ' 
amusing to them, could easily be substituted* 

Two things are to be considered in estimating 
Greek wit ; first, that it comes to us under some 
disadvantage in translation; secondly, that what 
was wit to a Greek has not necessarily the same 
degree of cleremess or originality to us; and 
therefore it is apt to seem what is called " poor 
wit" The collection of nearly 800 sayings and 
anecdotes in this little work — and to get toge- 
ther so many from the voluminous extant writings 
of the Greeks was impossible without much 
labour — contains an immense amount of prac- 
tical good sense and of real wisdom, often very 
interesting from its identity with and ita antidpa- 
tion of our recognised code of justice and mo« 
lality. It is therefore quite as much for their 
wisdom as for their wit— albeit the words are 
etymotogically the same— that these sayings have 
a dalm to be appreciated. There is much in these 
thai is well fitted for quoCatioo evta in tlie pulpit 
tad itt tliettMite* 



NOTICE. vH 

I beliere by far the larger part of the contents 
of these two Tolumes it quite unknown to ordinary 
readers, whose acquaintance with Greek literature 
seldom exceeds the limits of school or university 
reading. From Plutarch and Lucian alone an 
ample gleaning is still to be made, and there are 
several authors from whom nothing has here been 
taken. I think I could engage to select materials 
even for a third series, if I had the time to ran* 
sack all the works of the kter Greek writers. 
But such a work, if worth performing, must be 
left to others. 

A very considerable portion of the anecdotes 
in the present volume are taken from Diogenes 
Laerthis, vdiose " Lives of the Philosophers,*' in 
ten books, are less read than they deserve to be. 
Athenseus and Stobaeus have pretty largely con> 
tribttted; PluUrch's "Lives" have also been 
read through with the same object in view, but 
to the exclusion of sayings of illustrious Romans, 
as not strictly falling under the title of "Gneek 
Wit" The extensive and very varied "Opera 
Moralia*' of Plutarch would doubtless have fur- 
nished a good number of stories ; but the task of 
goii^ thfong^ them fat this purpose alone was 
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too serious for me to undertake^ miich m I regret 
tlie ineritable omission. 

Many anecdotes about Socrates ate now, I 
think, for tlie first time made aocenible to Eng.- 
lish leaders. Diogenes tlie Cynic will also be a 
new acquaintance to many. 

I hate to thank many Reviewers for kind notices 
of the former series. The vanity of an author was 
flattered by the appearance, immediately after pub- 
lication, of a leading article upon it in one of the 
principal daily joumala. Not that that review was 
altogether favourable to the character and estimate 
I had formed of '* Greek Wit | ** and perhapa the 
real object of it was to show that Greek devetneas 
was considenibly over-rated. Neverthdessi at* 
perience hat shown that the work hat been read 
by a good many | and this enoovnget me to hope 
that this volume will prove nol \tm popular than 
iUpredc 



Lomioi^ y«^, iMi. 
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I. 

XANTHIPPE wBf nch a shrew tiMt Out once 
polled Socntet* mantle off hit bade in the 
public square. " MThj doo*t yon lepd force with 
force?** asked his friends. ^'Whatl" replied he, 
"that we may hate a bonng-matcfa« and each of 
yon may call ont, G0 it, S§ermUtl ot G^ii, Xtm* 
thippiT DiOGBNis LAB&TiUi, U. 5» 37* 

s. 
When Lysias the orator had written a defence of 
Socrates, the phUoiopher read it throagli, and re- 
marked, "It is a fine speech, but not suited to me.** 
•« How can that be r" asked Lysias. "Why,'*re- 
plicd he^ "in the very same way as fine clothes or 
fine shoes wonld not soit me." There was too 
mndi learned kw and too little philosophy in it 

3- 

Dk)geBet the Cynie was washinf some vegetablcs» 
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when he nw Aristippos pan. Sajs the Cynic, 
" If jon had learnt to dean cabbages jon would 
not have been a courtier in the halls of the great.*' 
" And if jTon,** retorted the other, " had learnt how 
to as so ciate with your fellow men, jou would not 
now hate been cleaning cabbages." 

Dioo. Lab&t. ii 8, 68. 

4- 
Aristippus, being once asked, what is the use of 
being a philosopher, replied, " If all laws are abo- 
lished, we shall go on living just as we now do.** 

Ibid. 
5. 
The same being once asked by Dionysius, why 

philosophers frequent the houses of the rich, but 

when men get rich they no longer come to the 

philosophers, replied t " The one understands 

what he needs; the other has no idea of his own 

deficiency.'* ML 69. 

6. 

The same, when someooe remarked that '*he 

always saw phiknophers at rich men's doors," re* 

joined, "And so you see physiciaat at sick men's 

doors; but one wouhl not therafert rather be a 

patimit than n doctor.'* /M 7a 
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" I thMctc," >id he, -a pUnaphsancr fcll Ika 

AriMippM, "after jtm bne (!«■■ whet I aik." 
When Dioopiai iMd (itCB ft, be Mid. " Voa ni 
■Mr, I fan« M^ liil the wutofBOBCf." 

9- 

t to a bierofjuuil caHed Eary* 



Mid to "praboc the myttttka." "Tboie," be 
raplicd, "wbo cx]daiD them to the uninitiated," 
"Tbea jvw are ptaftoe," be replied | " for /h«*e 
■ever beat inltiAted." JM. m. 



D^Ktriaa tbe pbUoeopber Mid, "Wbat the 
Swori b i> mr, that ReanD b b garenuaeBta." 
Dtoo. Laut, v. S, 8>. 
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II. 
Tlie tame used to ny of eoooeited men, thit 
*' SomeChii^ ilioiild be taken off from their heiglity 
but whaterer tense they may pottett tlKmld be left 
ntoodied.'* Dioo. Labkt. t. 5, Si. 

12. 

Tbe tame remarked that young men thonld thow 
icqpect to their parents at home, to strangers in the 
highway, and to themselves in retirement 



13. 
Anttsthenes, when a young man who desired to 

hear his lectures asked him what he should brin^ 

replied, " Six things : a copy-book and sense, a 

pen and sense, and your short«hand tablets and 

sense.- /Kii yL i, 3. 

14. 
The samc^ when told that Plato had been speak- 
ing iU of him, obsenred, "Kings often do weU, 
•ad yet c?il is spoken of them." 



1$. 
/ The same^ when asked why hehadio lew pnpUi^ 

ifptted, '^Because I drive than oH with a silfir 

waad^CbychaigiivaiN). /M 
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16. 
Diogenes rubbed tome fncrant etieBce on his 
feet " If yoa aooiat jrovr besd," he obsenred, 
"the fragnace goes off into the sir and is wasted, 
but if your feet, the scent Mcends and giipcs a tieat 
to the nostrils." Dioo. Lab&t. tL fl» 39^ 

17. 
The Athenians viged Diogenes to be initiated in 

the Mysteries. •« Yooll hold a higher phM:e in the 
other world," said they. "Whatl" he replied, 
" are such men as Agesilans and Epaminondas to 
pau their eiistenoe in the mud down there^ while 
some nobodies are in the Isles of the Blest just be- 
cause they hate been initiated f " 



18. 
Diogenes on coming out of a bath, was asked, 
«« Are there many men insider*' " No," said he. 

«• Well, but are there a i^ e/7^/^ ' " "Yes,"he 
replied. Wd. 4a 

Phito defined, with the approval of hbheareti^ a 
human being as "a wingless biped." Diogenes 
pulled the feathers off a cock, and brought it into 
theschooL '* Here's Plato's mm," said he. ThU 
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joke made Plato add to the definition, " A crea- 
ture with flat nails.** Dioo. Labrt. Ihid, 



Antisthenes secretly disliked Phtto* and once 
paid him a visit when he was ill. Seeing that he 
had just been rery sick, he said, " Ah ! I see there 
j ! is some bile there. But I don't see any of his 

j I ' afteiatim.'^ DiOG. Laert. vi. I, 7. 



• ^ The same once ironically adrised the Athenians 
to pass a public vote that asses were horses. When 
that seemed to them rather nnreasonable, he said, 
; i " B«t yon make men gmeraU by a public vote^ 

i I i who hate no military qoaUties.*' Ikid, 



22. 

The samc^ when a yoong fellow was boasting 
bow rich he should be when a cargo of salt fish 
arrived from the Fontus, and what attentions he 
would then pay him, took him to a dealer in flour 
with an empty meal-bag, filled it to the brim, and 
was going away, when he was asked for the money. 
"This young gentleman will pay for it,*' he says, 
* when hit cargo of salt fish comet ilk" Ikid.^ 
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Diosencf the Cjnk used to nj, that when in the 
coane of his lile he nw pilots, phytidaait and philo- 
sophers, he was disposed to regard man as the most 
intdligent of heings ; but when, on the other hand* 
he saw people professing to interpret dreams, and 
seers, and fools listening to them, or persons vain 
of their reputation or their wealth, he thought 
there was nothing so devoid of reason as man. 

Dioa Labrt. tL a. 94. 

One day, when he happened to be eating figs» 
Diogenes met Plato^ and said, "Yon may hate 
some of these.** Plato accordingly took some and 
ate them. "No!** exclaimed he, "I said kavt 
them ; I didD*t say you might mi them.** 

as- 

An acquaintance once came with a complaint to 

Antisthenes, that "he had lost the notes he bad 
taken of his lecture.** " Then,** said the phUoso- 
pher, "you should hare written them on the tal^- 
lets of your memory.** Dioo. Lakat. ri. i. ^ 
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86. 
The same, Iwariiig himself praised by some on- 
J principled men, obsenred, "I am Teiy much afraid 

I have done something wrong." 

Dioo. Lab&t. Ti. i» 5. 

The same used to say, "A man shoold make 

sadi provision for his voyage through life, that even 

if he is shipwrecked, it may be solid enough to go 

down with him." Rid. 

28. 

The same^ when asked what good he had got from 

phUoMplqr, lepUed, "The power to keep mytelf 

1 ( company. IHd. 

Stilpo, the philosopher of Megara, was accused 

of impiety before the Areopagus, for denying the 

divinity of the Athena made by Pheidias. *'l8 

Athena, theo&pringof Zeus, divine?'* he asked. 

Certainly," was the reply. "Then," said he, 

the Athena created by PhekUas is mi divine." 

Being pioeccuted far this, he ingeniously pleaded 

a <iuibble^— he had not denied she was a gfi' 

dttt, but a jM^ (the same in Greek). At wUdi 

wag askedt ''Hofwoould he be sure of the 
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texof Uieitatiie?'' NererthelcMi Uie jodgesooA* 
denmed him to be btnithrd from Uie cttj. 

Dioo. Lab&t. U. ij» I id. 

Tlie same, when Crmtet had asked him whether* 
the gods really take pleasure in pimyers and the 
worship of men, replied, " Don*t ask snch qiiet> 
tions in the public road, but in prirate." 

31. 

The samc^ when hearing a lecture from Crates, 

ran offinthe middle of it to bay fish. *'Soyo« 
leave the sabject, do yon?** asked the lecturer. 
" Not at all, my dear Sir,* he replied ; ** it is/M 
I leave ; the subject will wait my return, but the 
fish wUl be sold l** /W. 119. 

3a. 

Menedemus the philosopher, hearing a young 

man talking Very loud, said to him, "Are you 
quite sure you wear no appendage behind you ?** 

Ibid. ii. 18, laa. 

33- 
The same^ when asked, " Oug^t a man aiweom 

to many?" replied by another question^ "Do you 
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think me t man of tense, or not?** **()£ coime 
joa mre,** laid the other. '• Well," he rejoined, ••/ 
am married.** Dioo. Lairt. iL 18, 128. 

34. 
The same, having accidentally eaten in a cook*8 

shop a piece of meat which someone else had 

rejected, grew pale on discovering his mistake. 

^'Poohl" saidafriend; "it is not the meat that 

makes jon fed skk: it's/i/M^** ML lyi. 

35- 
The same, hearing one Bion nmning down the 

seen as impostors, said to him, "You are killing 

nooipse.** IHd, 135. 

36. 
Spensippiis, the successor of Plato in the Aca- 
demy, was afflicted with paralysis, and was riding 
thither in a vehicle when he met Diogenes. "Good 
day I** said he to him. "I can*t my ^w^iAi/ to 
yon,** replied the Cynic^ "if yon prefer to live on 
in IW wretdied plight I " /M hr. i, 3. 

37. 
Hipposicas the geometer had a laiy»stnpid kx)k« 

and oAsa yawaed, Aicesilani onet sakl of him 
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thtt "his ti«i<i| bad iovs faHo Irit MMlk 
wImb In opcMd k.* Dioo. LAnr. hr. 6^ js. 

Bioo nid to A qwBdUirift wlw bad gai througli' 
Vt estates bjr hit cMtoajTf ''Tht cartk swilkfiped 
Amfhiuwm, Imt yo« Imhw swiOoffred dM csftk** 

/NU: hr. 7. 4& 

The saae said of a rich aum who was sdofy, 
'* It is not he that possesses the property, hat the 
property that possesses him." Jkd, $J, 

The saflM ased to say, " We ooght not to speak 
evil of old afe» for we all of as hope to reach it" 

JM, 51. 
41- 
The same remarked toanenvioasmaawhowas 
looking cross^ " I don't know whether it is some 
harm that has happened to 700* or some good to 
another." JM, 

Lacydes the philosopher thoai^t he was doing 
a Teiy derer thing in sealing np his pantry-door, 
and then, that it BBig^t not be stealthily taken from 






I 

! 
I 






n GREEK WIT. 

Um, thronriDg the seal btck throngh a bole in' it 
But the lenrtntt, obsenring this, opened the door, 
stole what they pleased, sealed it np again, and 
popped the seal back throngh the hole. And he 
never fDond it out I Dioa Labrt. It. 8. 59. 

45- 
Aristotle, being asked what gain was got hj lyings 
replied, "The never being believed when one tells 
the trath.** Md. t. I, 17. 



!. 
il 

I 1 , ^ The MHe^ being blamed for giving alms to a 

; I . worddesi feOow, said, "It was tki mam I fell 

\ pity far» not his charaaer.** ML 

I 45- 

The same, when asked the difference b et wee n 

A cdncated and vnedncated people, replied, *'Tht 

t diffncnce between the living and the dead.** 

ill aid.1^ 

46. 
The same nied to say, "A parent who edn^ 

catCB is more to be honoaed than a parent who be- 
gets o ffsprin g. One is the anthor of life^ the other 
the nnthorofa good and i8elnllifB." /M 



1 
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47. 
Tht tame defined friendship to be '^One MMd !•• 
iUiag fan two bodies." Dioo. Laikt. Ikid. aa 

The sime obscnred that some men se^e as if tbejr 
were to lite for ever, and some spend as if they 
were to die to-morrow. IkU, 

49- 
The same, when asked what good he had got 

from philosopfajrf said, " I hate learnt to do with- 
out biddings that whidi others do only from fear of 
thebws." Itid. 

SO. 
When someone asked Diogenes the proper tfanse 

for breakfasting^ he replied, " If yon are rich, 

whenerer yon choose ; if yon are poor, whenever 

yon hate anything to breakiast upon.** 

IHd. TL a, 40. 

51* 
Diogenes obsenring that at Mq;ara the sheep 

had thick fleeces, bnt the boys were poorly clad, 

remarked, "It pays better to be a ram in a Mega- 

rian*s flod( than to be a son in his hoosdiold.*' 



\\ 



t4 GKMEK WiT. 

Diogenes, seeing a harp-player being deserted by 
hisandienceysaidtohim, •« Good-bye, Mr. Cock." 
"MThy do yoa gire me that namef ** asked the 
performer. " Because^** he replied, " jon make aU 
§duphj your notes.** Dioo. Labrt. tL 3, 4& 

53- 
When a young man was making a public display 

of his doqnence, Diogenes filled the front of hit 

mantle quite full of beans, and sat down just op* 

posite. When all the audience stared at him, he 

sakl, " Why do yoa give up that gentleman, and 

turn your eyes on M# f " 



S4- 
The same once remarked that it was no wonder 

that athletes were stupid, pig-headed fellows, when 

they were built up on so much bacon. TM^ 49. 

55* 

The same oswe was begging for a statne as a 

present to him. Beiqg asked why he made such 
an mueaaooable request, he ana wt r cd, "I am 
psactisii^ disappoiatment" Jkid, 49. 
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56. 
The Mine oted oaoe to beg aliii% and on oneoe- 
CMkm he made thb ft|>pcal I ''If]ro«eTerga?tto 
•iqroiie, gifv to me | if noCt begin eharity with 

Dioo. Laset. /M, sa 



57. 
The Mine being tsked what creatue giretthe 
wont bite, '* Of wild beasts, the Infocmeri oftame 
beasts, the Flatterer." /M/. 51. 



58. 
The same^ on seeing two Centanrs rtrf badly 
drawn, asked, «« Which of these is Chiron ?** {U. 
thewocie). /MV. 

59- 
Diogenes the Cynic, finding no one attended his 

lectures, began to play a lively air on the flute. He 

soon collected an audience, and reproached them 

thus I '* You make it a serious business to attend a 

nonsensical performance, but hang back finom 

serious instructions with the utmost indiflferenoe." 

/Hd. vi. a, ay. 

6a 
The same philosopher was oooe offered for sale 
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te the ibTe-iiitrket. On being told he was not 
permitted to lit down, he exclaimed, " It doesn't 
matter, surdy ; Jish are sold in whatever poeitioii 
they chance to lie.** When he had been purchased 
by one Xeniades, he said to hu new master, " It 
will be for /m to obey mi. One would have to 
obey the doctor, or the steersman in a ship, eren 
if they were slaves.'* DiOG. Las&t. 29. 

61. 
On another occasion, when Diogenes had said to 

ii his master Xeniades, "Come, do as yon are bid," 

if \ • 

I j ■ the latter in surprise quoted a proverb meaning 

that "traly things are now dianged«" "Snppoee^" 
icplied Diogenes, " yon had paid money to a phy* 
sidan becaase yon were ill, and then, instead of 
following his advice, said to him, trufy thmgt mrt 
mnnkamgMi,^ /M vi. a, 36. 

6a. 
Diogenes being asked what sort of a chaiacter 
he thoo^ Sociatcs, icplied, "Cracked." 

63. 
The same Xeniades retafaied Diogenes longia 
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On being aikcd in hit last iUnett how he wished 
to be boried, he replied, "With my iace down* 
WMdi.'* " Why?" they asked. « Becnnte," he 
feplied (in refarence to the Maoedonian npremaqr)* 
'' in a reiy ihort time things will be tnnied npside 
down." Dioo. Laiet. iHd. Ti. 1, 31. 



64. 
The same^ being grossly insnlted and beaten by 

tome yonng men, made a list of them, and went 
aboot with their names ooospiauNtsly written hang- 
ing aboot him. /M 33. 

The same^ when some strangers were anxioas to 
see Demosthenes, pointed at him with his middle 
finger, and said, "That's the Athenian dema- 
gogue." iW/. 34. 

66« 

The same* when some one had dropped a loaf, 
and thought himself too much of a gentleman to 
pick it ttp» byway of reading him a practical lesson 
on his folly, tied a string to the neck of a pot, and 
drugged it throagh the Cenuneicas. Ihid^ 35. 

67. 
The same philosopher saki most people's mad* 
3 C 
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ncM was diftingoished by t finger. Go with yoax 
middle finger extended, and people will lay yon 
are omij ; go with yo«r forefinger oat, as if point- 
ing, and no one will notice it 

Dioo. Labet. tL 2, 35. 

68. 
The same nsed to say, " Things of great valne 
are sold for next to nothings and things that are 
worthlem for a reiy high price. One has to give a 
handred pcmnds far a statue^ while a pint of floor 
costs t wopence." IHd, 

When some one had given Diogenes a knock 

with a beam, and called out, *'Take careP be 

asked, ** Are yon going to hit me again?" 

Ikd. Ti. a, 41. 
70. 
When Perdiccas had threatened Diogenes that 

if he did not come to him he would kill him, he 

replied! '* No great feat that— any venomoos crea* 

tire coold do the same. TeU Mm rather to /inm^^ 

7". 
Diogen^ said to one who was having his shoes 
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pot on bin by a tenr«nt, '' Yoall want Mp neit 
in bkming jvu own note. It will cone to that, if 
yo« ba?t 10 Uttk Me of four hands.** 

Dioo. Laiet. Yi. 1, 44. 

Diogenes was onoe enjoying the nnshine, when 
Aleiander the Great came to see him. " Ask me*** 
says the kingi '* any faTonr yon please.** " Jost 
stand ont of the light then,** replied Diogenes. 

Ihid, Ti. 2, 38. 

The same, when some one had been reading at 
great length, and showed a glimpse of an unwritten 
page at the end of the book, called ont to the an- 
dknoe^ *' Conrage, my lads 1 I descry land ahead.** 

Ihid. 

74. 
The same, hearing some one maintain that there 

was no snch a thing as m^HoH^ got np and walked 

about Hid, 39. 

75. 
Another was delivering a lecture on the hearenly 

bodies. ** How long is it since yon came down 

from the sky ? ** asked Diqgenes. Ikul^ 39. 
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76. 
The atteDcUmt of am immonl man had inscribed 
oyrtr tht dootf La mo ivH ettiir Aiir, "Then how 
and where is fO«r master to enter ? " aslced Dio- 
genes. Dioa Laeet. iM, 

77. 
Diogenes seeing certain officiab taking to prison 

a steward who had stolen a cop, remarlced, " Here 

are the big thieres canying off the little thief.'* 

7«. 
Diogenes seeing a dirtily-kept bath» asked« 

** Where do people wash themsehcs, who wash 

here?" /Hd.4f. 

79^ 
The qoestion was pot to Aristotle, how pnpils 

can best make progress in their studies? "Let 

them try to overtake thoae already ahead of them," 

he replied, "without waiting lor the laggards to 

cone vp with them." Md, ▼• t, aa 

8a 

The same asnred a diatterboi, who exp r es sed a 

fear that he had tired him with his talk, that be 

need not aoolofliaax be bad not lialSBedlD asinste 

wwd. /Hd. 
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8l. 
The Mine being asked how we oight to bdiATe 
to onr friendly lepUed, "u we would with them to 
bdiAve towaid as." Dioo. Laert. ▼. i, ai. 

82. 
Lycon the philotopher made the feeling remark : 
" It is a great distress to a father to see a dangfater 
getting past her prime becaase she has not money 
to marry on.** IhUU ▼. 4, 65. 

83. 

Demetrius, a pnptl of Theophrastns, being tokl 
that the Athenians had palled down certain statnet 
formerly erected to honour him, remarked, " They 
cannot destroy the merits lor which they set them 
vp." ihid^ ▼. 5, 8a. 

84. 
The same used to say^ " A man's eyebrows are 

no unimportant part of him ; they can throw a 

shadow 00 his whole life.*' Ikid, 

Another saying of Demetrius was, " Not only is 
Pluttts (wealth) blind, but the goddess Fortune who 
leads him." Ihid. 



/ 
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86. 
One Poljctor» a bad harpist, was making a meal 
on porridge, when he struck his tooth against a 
pebble. *< See," sakl one present, '* the rery lentils 
are throwing stones at 70a.'' 

Athbn. tL p. 345. 

87. 
One Chaerephon, a parasite, complained that 
*'he cottki not bear the wine.** ** Nor,'* sugges- 
ted one of the guests, "the water it is mixed with.** 

Ihid. 
88. 
Someone haring set on the table some dark and 
dirty-looking bread, another, to tease him, brou^t 
tone of a still darker colour. *'These are not 
loaves at aU," he said ; *' they are the shadows of 
louYes.** nUL 

^ SokN^ weeping lor the death of hb son, was tdd 

that*'Grkfwasof nouse." " That is just wh j I 
weep, be r ep l i ed. 

Dioo. Las&t. L a, 63. 

Cbttoo bdi^ asked what weft the moet itiflfult 
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thiacB* reptted* ''Tokeepiecret^ tomakeafood 
nteofleiswcb and to bear bdog wroofed.'* 

Dioa Las&t. L li 69. 

pi- 
Bias thought the moet difficult thing of all was, 

" To bear nobly a change lor the wotm in oar for- 
tunes." /Hd. i. 5» 86. 

The Italians of old were so sbnple in their habits» 
that in the time of Cato the Censor e?en gentle- 
men of fortime would bring their sons to a din* 
ner, giving them water to drink, and the choice / 

of pears or walnuts to eat, with either of which 
they were satisfied, and went contentedly to bed. 

Athbn. yu p. 274. 

93- 

Socrates being asked whether it were better to 

many or not to marry, replied, " Whichever yon 
do^ yon will regret it.** 

Dioa Laiet. ii. 5, 33. 

94. 
The same used to say, that he wondered people 

took sach pains to make the likenest of stone 
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sUUiiei u doie u possible, but no pftins at all mT 
to beooDe like stone statues themselTes. 

Dioo. Laiet. it 5, 53. 

95* 
The same observed, that whereas most men lived 

to eat, he ate to live. Ibid. 34. 

l^ The same, when his wife said, *' Yoa are being 
pot to death mjustlj,** replied, *' Would jon wish 
metodie/Ki/O^f /M/. 35. 

97. 
The same, when about to drink the hemlock, 

declined a handsome garment oflered for the oc- 
casion (according to the Greek custom) by ApoUo- 
doms. '^Whatr he exclaimed, "is thu oU 
doak good enough for me to have Uved in, and 
not good enoi^ to die in?" IM. 

9«. 
The same, when his pupil Antisthenes made n 
diiplqr of a ragged mantle^ saidtohias, ''Icansee 
yonr vanitj throng that hole in yonr doak*** 

Tht mam^i^lmL AldbMat aaid be oonld not 



bctftokcar Xaatliippe MoU Ui^ fcplied, •" Km 
dM\ ■Had Wuiiv 70V fccK IttM.* «« Btrt."* nkl 
AkibiHics **ikty prodace codoifi far aw.** 
••And Xttitluppc;," icpfied Socntc% ''pvodwet 
babies far ■«.** DiOG. Las&t. 57. 

IO(X 

LfUB^w bciii£ tskcd why he broai^ w^ ^mv> 
tan TOOff woBKB ui the aaw athletk eaeidtet as 
the nea. gsTe the three feOowinc icaaoas ^-Fi^t« 
that a Tiforaat o&priac "^7 be bora froei straag 
bodks; aext» that they auj bear theandtcs 
limdy ia chikl-biith ; thiidly, that if aeccssity 
anMi» they any be able to light far theaisdvcs» 
their duMica, and their coaatry. 

Plut. A^ Lme, Lfiturg* joSu 

101. 
The iaaie legislator, whea soowoae wished to 
hacnr why the law forbade a dower being girea 
^rith any dang^ter, replied, "That evciy girl any 
hate a chance of marriage far herowaiake^ with- 
out ifgpud to her fottaae.** 

iot« 
BfaM te pidkiopher was €Mt hi a itona at iea» 



I 
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with an impioiit oew, who began to prtj to the 
godslbrhelp. '' Hush I ** Mid he, «' lest the gods 
ihoald be niade aware who it saiUng here.** 

DiOG. Laiet. L j, 86. 

103. 

The tame^ when an irrdigions man asked Mm to 

define /M^ilnMn£rM#^M£r, made no feply. When 

asked the reason ol hb silence^ he answered* "Be* 

caose yon are asking about that whidi does not 

i co ncer n yon in the least. 



I 
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104. 
.. , The Same once remarked that he felt greater 

' I plcasnre In deckling between hb enemies than be- 

friend an enemjTt nnd are pfctty am to make one 
enemy a friend* Ibim* 

105. 
The same, when asked what was the greatest 
nleasnre to aMiat men. rcDiicd_ " if^vWi^ monev.'* 

106. 
The aaaa need loaqr thnt a man o^g^ lo maa- 



GMMEK WIT, tf 

MTC bb life with a view to two pvdlMbUiticf t It 
■Mj be ibort. Mid It bui j be lone. 

DiOG. Laxet. i. S 86. 

107. 
The same adriied hit Mends to be slow In vn* 
dertaking any Kheme» but to itick to it and carry 
it oat when onoe decided npon. Among his sage 
maxims were these f Don*t talk quick ; it shows 
levity of character. Prise above all things good 
lenie. When yon are asked what yon think about 
the gods» say that of coarse there are sach beings. 
Don't praise one who does not desenre it, merely 
because he is rich. Take only by persuaskm, not 
by force. Thank the gods for any good you may 
do or receive. Make learning yonr resource against 
old age, for it is the only poasesakm you are sure 
ofkeeping. Ibid. 

108. 
Anacharsis the Scythian used to say that he 
could not underrtand how the Athenians encou- 
raged priae-fi|^ and yet passed laws against out* 
rages. Ibid. L 8» 103. • 

109. 
The same» 6ading that the thickness of a ship's 
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\ plaiik wai imder two inches, said, '*Tluit it Um 

djitance betwee n the crew tnd death." 

Dioo. LAXftT. L 8» IQ3. 

iia 
Tht tune^ when uked what ihipt were tht 
Mieitr icpiled^^'Thofeindock." /K/.104. 

III. 

The same was greatly surprised that the Greeks, 

I ' V , who naed charcoal for luelt could leave the smoke 

(( ia the OKmntains and carry the wood into the city I 

Ihid. 
112. 

The same defined a market-place to be ''A 

space marked out lor the purposes of cheating." 

IM. 105. 
113. 

{ Myso^ who was a misanthrope, was once seen at 

Lacedsemon in a solitary place, indulging in lau|^« 

ler. '* Why,'* he was asked, ''do you hmgh when 

there b no one here?** " Ammt there b no one 

bcK^** ha replied. ML L 9^ 108L 

114. 

Tht same used to say, *'Do Ml look far faela 
■TMi w<ora% but words vobi mdfc Foe iMti art 
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Ml bixN^ abooC Ibr Um wkm of bdog talked oC| 
talk is tht iVMlt ofliMt'' 

Dioo. Las&t. L % 108L 

"$. 
Diogenet oted to reason tkos :— " AD things be* 

long to the fods. Wke bms are the friends of tke 

gods. The prorcrb says, ' Friends have all things 

in comnon.' Therelbfe, all things belong to wise 

men.** IkUU tL s, 37. 

116. 

The same, obsenring a woman kneeling befoce a 
statue without strict regard to the disposition of 
her dressi thought to gire her a lesson against snper* 
stition. So he went np to her and said, "Mj good 
woman, yon know the gods are efnrywhere I Take 
care one of them is not standing behind yon now 
and Min g ^iymr kgi.** MU 

117. 
Diogenes lighted a lamp in the diqrtinie^ and said 
bewas^Tiyingtofindaman." Ibid.^u 



iiS. 
Ljcngns recommended pusoit of a routed 
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tnaay only lo far ts to secure a Tictoiy. " It is 
jovr interest not to kill more than yoa need," said 
liei "for when they know that yon give quarter 
to those who run, and slay only those who make a 
stand, it is clear which course they will pursue." 

Plut. A^. Lae. Lye. 30. 

119. 
Dionysitts sent Lysander two female dresses, and 
asked him to choose which he liked best and convey 
it with his compliments to his daughter. " She had 
better make the choice herseU^" he replied,— and 
carried them h§ik away. IHd, Ljn* !• 

• 

ISO- 

When someone was roundly abusing Lysander, 
he said, " Lay it on thick ; spare not, speak out, 
omit nothing I There seems to be a good deal of 
venom on your mind, and perhaps you may thus 
work off some of it* /M£ 13. 

121. 
Some time after the death of Lysander, King 
AgestUns went to his house to see what papers he 
kadldt Findiiv a treatise advocating an clectiv« 
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in place of aa hcreditaiy m ooa i c hy , ke 
arovs to pvblitli it, tothowtbeMsUoeoftlie 
B«t Cntklas, who was thea the chief m 
the Ephon, fearu^ lest the afgwnent diodd 
▼ince the people, advised him to nppicM it. 
*'Doo't let OS dig LyMnder «p agatB," heaaid. 
"bat rather baiy his theoiy with hnD." 

Plut. Uid, Z/f. 14. 

12a. 
Diogenes being asked if he could acooont for the 
pale colour of gold, said it was because it had so 
■uuiy always plotting against it 

Dioo. Labkt. tL a^ 51. 

123. 
The same^ on seeing some women who had been 
hanged on the boughs of an olive tree, said, " I 
wish all trees bore that kind of fruit. " /W. 52. 

The same, being asked whether he kept any girl 
or boy as a senrant, replied in the negative. "Then 
who is there to buiy you when you die?* they 
asked. "Whoever waaU the house," he lepUed. 
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12$. 
When PUto wmi lecturing on his theory of " Ab* 

ttncts,** Diogenes said, " Table-ism and cnp-ism 

I cannot see, though I can see a table or a cup." 

"That," replied Plato, " is because ]rott haTe eyes 

to see the one, but not wund to apprehend the 

other.** DiOG. Labrt. tL i, 53. 

126. 
Some one was desirous to study philosophy 
under Diogenes. He put a red herring into his 
hands, and said, FMtw me. The applicant, ashamed 
to do so. tossed away the fish and left him. After 
a time Diogenes met him, and said, " The friend- 
ship b e t ween you and me has been broken off by 
I' ^ a red herring." TM^ tL a. 36. 

127. 
The same, obsenring a little boy drinking water 
i| ■ with his hands, took out of his scrip a cup which 

he carried hi it, and flung it away, saying, " That 
boyhas beaten me in thrift." Shortly afterwards^ 
he threw away Us plate too^ on seeing another boy 
who had just broken his, and was holding his por- 
* ri^fttaaholewhidihehMlsooopedinhisloai: 
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On tome AUienkui remarking, " Yo« SpnitiM 
art too ■ncli fivcn to doing nothing," Nicandtr 
replied, " And yon Athenians to doing too nrndL" 

Plut. A/, Zjt. Nk. 3. 

i»9. 
Pantholdet was asked what he thought of the 
lectures on morality delivered by the phikwophen 
in the Academy? "They are good,** sakl he, 
"veiy good indeed, bat ntterly useless ; for yon 
Athenians never think of following them.** 

Hid, PamtJL2. 

The people of Ddos were arguing before the 
Athenians the claims of their country, — a sacred 
island, theysaid, in which no one is ever bom and 
no one is ever buried. '* Then, ** asked Pausaaias, 
" how can that be your countiy ? ** 

na. Ptm». I. 

131. 

When some persons who had been expelled from 
Athens were uiging Paosanias to lead an army 
against them, saying that they alone had hissed 
when his name was announced at the Olympian 

3 D 
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gmmes, he answered, " If they hiss when they are 
well treated, what will they do to me when they 
are hardly dealt with?" 

Plut. Ap. Zjt. Pamu a. 

13a. 
When a thin and weakly man was urging Pan* 

sanias to fight with his enemies to the death, he 
said to him, " Then will you strip, and show them 
what sort of a man yon are who give this Tery spi- 
rited adTioe?" lUd.^ 

133* 
Pansanias the son of Pleistoanaz was asked why 

the Spartans never repealed any of their ancient 

laws. *^ Because^ ** he replied, " laws have antho- 

rity over men, not men over laws* lhid% i, 

134. 
The same, when a physician had examined him, 
and asfored him there was nothing the matter, 
said, *' Jost so ; that is becanse I have not been in 
the habit of coQsalting>is«.*' /M 4. 

"35. 
The samc^ on another occtsfai^ was asked why 
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Ke tpoke evil of a phyikian whon he hftd never 
coQSiilted? " Ifl had consulted AMt," Mid iM, •' I 
ihoald BOC BOW have been tpcakmg ettherpMd or 
evQ of anybody.** Plut. Ap, Lac. Pamt. 5. 

The nme, when hU medical adviser remarked 
he had "become aged, *^retorted« " Because I have 
not taken your pills.'^ Ibid. 6. 

137* 
The same defined a " good doctor'* to be one 

who bnried his. patients quickly, and did not keep 

them alive on physic IM, 7. 

138. 
Paedkretus, when some one was praising for his 

good nature an effeminate-looking man, remarked, 

" We should not praise men for being like women, 

nor indeed women for being like men, unless there 

shouU be some special, occasion for it*' 

Ibid. Paid. 2. 

1^39. 
The same, when he found his name had not been 
inscribed among the Three Hundred, who stood 
first in military rank, went away laughing. Being 
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asked by the Ephon the leaioii of his oondnct, he 
replied, "Through joy that the state has three 
hundred better citixens than myself.** 

Plut. Ap. Zjt. Paed. 3. 

li 

\ 11 I Pleistarchnst when aoertain admcate was trying 

, jl I to be <* funny,** said to him, <* If yon go on joking, 

my good friend, yoa will become a joker, jost as 
those who are always wrestling become wrestlers.** 

Md. FUitt. X 
141. 
Mydomi^ son of Akamenes, said to one who 
was always threatening hb enemies, ** Yon don't 
see that yon are wasting the greatest part of yoor 
" /M. Ptfyi. I. 
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14a. 

Thaks, when his mother urged him to marry, 
•sed to plead, '* I am too yonng.** When she still 
ptfued him in his mkldle agc^ he replied, " I am 
too okL" Dioo. Lab&t. L i, j6, 

143- 
The samephilotopber, being con d ncted from Ui 

out night by his old hon sekc c pcr loseetht 
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lUn, tmablcd into a ditdL "Do ymi expect, 
rir," the asked, " c?«r to know things above ytmt 
head, if ]roii don't see things ender your feet?" 

Dioo. Lairt. L It 34. 

144. 
The same, on saying that " Death was just as 

good as life,** was asked, ** Why, then, don't yo« 

die?" **Jast kemmtt theie is no difleicnce," he 

replied. /M L 1, 35. 

«4S. 
The same being asked the best way of bearing 

adversity, replied, " By seeing yoor enemies worse 

off than yowadll*' 7Im£ L 36. 

146. 
The same remarked that the best and most 
righteous way of living was to do nothing which we 
bhune in others. ML 

"47. 
. The same defined a happy man to be one** heal* 

thy in body, easy in ciicomstances, well-stofed in 

hu mind*" Wd. L 37. 

I4«. 
Croesos, having dressed himsdf in aQ his royal 
fobci and decoiatkms, and taken his sent on his 
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throne^ tsked Solon if he had erer leen a moie 
beratiful tight << Yet»*' lepUed Solon, " cocki,' 
phcasmntt, and peacocks ; for their dresi is natural 
to them, and a thousand times prettier.** 

DiOG. Lae&t. L 1, 51. 

149. 
The same philosopher used to say that laws were 

like spiders' webs ; they would hold any small and 

light matter, hot laiger objects always broke throoj^ 

and escaped. Wd. i. a^ 58. 

iSa 
Some one, in anger at a discussion, gave So- 
crates a kidu When snrprise was expremed.at his 
bearing it patiently, he said, '• If an ass had kicked 
me, should I have bronght it before the magis* 
trate?** /M£ it 5, ai. 

iSi. 
Eoripides once gave Socrates a woik by Hera* 
clitM, and asked him what he thought of it ^'Whal 
I ■ndcfstnnd," he replied, " is veiy good, and to, 
I daic say, is what I don't understand; butitwAnts 
n good di w lo get to the bottoui ui it 

/Mii.aa. 
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Aldbiidei offered Socrates a kice piece cfltad 
to boild a hooie on. " If I had wanted a pair 9t 
iKoe^" lie Mid, *' would yon have fiTciiiiie a wholt 
hMcb fitly that I might make a fool of rayaelf ?" 

DiOG. Lakkt. iL 14. 

153. 
Socrates, looking at the quantity of things sold 

in the market, nsed to say, " How many there are 

whichldoM^wantl" /Muf. ii. 25. 

154. 
The same used to say " That he knew nothing, 

eicepC the one iact that he knew nothing." 

Mi. U. 32. 

155- 

Phocfon, seeing the Athenians eager to make a 

raid into Boeotia, and disapproving of it, ordered 
the crier to give public notice, "All citizens be- 
tween twenty and sixty years of age are to Uke 
five days' provision and follow the general imme- 
diately after this meeting.'* At this the seniors 
mturmared, bat Pbodoo sakl to them, "What rea* 
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son have jwi to oooipbiB ? I» your leader, am 
cif^y jears of age, and I shall be one of jron.** 

Plut. Vit. Pk0e, 14. 

The Hune general, on one occasion when he had 
asdgned a place to the heavy anned troops, ob* 
served a young man advance beyond the rest, and 
agafai retire into the nmk when an enemy &oed 
him. •'My lad,** said he, "you have deserted law 
posts ; one which I gave yon, and another which 
yon gave yonrselt'' /M/. 15. 

»S7. 
When news had been bRMght to Athens of the 

death of Alexander the Great, Demades the orator 

b«le the people not to listen to it ** Had it been 

§0^"* he said, *'the whole world woald long ago 

have sflMlt the corpse.** liid. MM* 

15S. 

Fhocion ooBspared the talk of T<tMt h fne s to a 
Qfpiess tree, tall, and Mgi bit wfthont firait* 

IS9. 
Hfpivsidai Um on tf of asked Phodos wImb ha 
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woild ad^iie the AthcnUiit to go to war. He i«- 
plkd, "When I tee the jroung men keeping to the 
ranks ; the rich wUlfaig to pey taxes ; and the oim* 
ton keeping their hands off the public money.** 

Plut. VU. PIm. aj. 

i6a 
Demades the ofmtor once said to Phodon, *' I 
think the Athenians ought to adopt the Spartan 
polity, and if yon advise it, I will both write and 
qieak in fiivonr of it" Phodon replied, " Ywu are 
not the man to recommend Spartan simplicity, with 
yonr periwnes and your fine clothes." /M/. ja 

i6i. 
Phodon, being asked for a subscription for a re- 
ligions purpose, pointed to his banker, and said, 
" Ask the rich ; I should be ashamed to pay money 
to yon, when I owe it to Amv.** /M/. 9. 

163. 
When one Aristogdton, a common informer, ad- 
vocated a warlike policy in the assembly, but, on 
the militaiy lists being made out, came walking 
with a stick and wearing a bandage on his leg, 
Phodon called out with a loud voice, " Put down 
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Arittogriton too^ and describe him, lami tmd 
temnp/* Plut. Vit. F%§e. la 

163. 
Tlie Hune Pliocion, wlieii Ariitogeitpa was in 
prison for debt and had begged to see him, rejected 
the entreaties of his friends that he should not go. 
"Where," he asked, ''could out meet the man 
with greater pleasure?" Hid. 10, 



164* 
Phodon had so great a regard for Chabrias, that 
,1 • after hbdMlh be did etenrthbKb hi. power to 

reform his profligate son Ctesippns. On one oc* 
casion, when he was being pertly addressed and 
interfered with in his military plans^ he exclaimed 
in bitterness, *'0 Chabrias, Chabrias, great faideed 
is my regard for your friendshipi when I bear pa^ 
ticntly with this son ef yours I" IhiiUj, 



165. 
AMudmander was once lau^ied at by somelittlt 
boys for his sbging. When told of it, ht said, 
'* W« mmk fkt^ better, on account of these small 
boya." Dioa Labit. IL it i. 
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166. 
Anaiagon^ on being ihown the coiUy tcmb of 
MansoliiSy defined it to be "the gfaoit of wenlth 
toned into stone." DiOQ. Las&t. i. 3» la 

167. 
Some one esked Diogenes at wbat time of Hie 
he had best many? " If yon are yoani^'' he le* 
plied, " mi yd; if yon are old* nevtrj^ 

IM.yl a, 54. 

168. 
The same, observing a yoong man Uush, said« 
" Never mind, my lad ; you bear ▼iitne's colour 
on yonr cheek." /Hd, 

169. 
The same^ when asked what wine he liked besty 
replied, " That which comes out of a firiend's celUr.** 

Mi. 

17a 

The same, being asked why men give alms to 

beggars bat have nothing to spare for philoaophers, 

said, " It u becanse they expect to become halt and 

blind themselves^ but it«r to become philosophers." 

/W. vi. 56. 



\ t 
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171. 

Ariftides had so strong a sense of jnsdoe that he 
stood np for right even when contending against 
hb enemies. On one occasion he was prosecnting 
one of these in court, and the charge was of soch a 
natnre that the jury seemed vnwilling to hear hb 
defence, and showed some impatience togivetheir 
verdict immediately. Upon this Aristidet arose, 
; ( and joined in the defendant's appeal to the oonrt 

that he might he heard and not he depriired of his 
legal rights. Plutaich, ViL Arisi. ch. 4. 



17a. 
The same, having on another occasloii to decide 
a claim for two private persons, on one of them le- 
marfcing that his adversary had given Aristides 
a great deal of annoyance, said to him, ''TeUme 
rather If he has dooe/Mf any harm ; it is for yon, 
not for myseli; that I am sitting here at jvdge." 

173. 
The ioo ef IpUcrates, heing a taO lad, was 

drafted into the osilitaiy service, though mider^ge. 

On which the fother femaiked, *' If they ngai^ 
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taU diildicB tt iiiei^ to fiuncM thcj <M^ to itgud 
little men tt duldrca." 

AiUiTOTLB, Rkti§nc^ book fi. cli. 23. 

174. 
Xcoopliaiies used to tay, " It k eqvallj bipkMn 

toanerttbegods were born, and to ftffina that they 
can die ; for in both cases there must be a time of 
non-existence of fods." RkL 

175. 
A rich Athenian called Callias was aocnsed by 

his enemies in court, among other charges, of neg- 
lecting his near relatire, Aristides, and allowing 
him, the admired of all Greece, with his wife and 
fiunilj, to be almost starved through poverty. 
Upon this Callias challenged Aristides to dedare 
the truth, that he had m feet declined manj oflfen 
of money from him, with this remark ; " I ought 
to be more proud of my poverty than Calliasof hii 
wealth. For wealth is a gift we veiy often see 
both well and ill used ; but it is not easy to meet 
with one who bears poverty like a true gentleman. 
It ii only those who dislike to be poor that are 
really mthamid of poverty." 

Plvtaeck» Lift §/AruHdetf ch. 25. 



1.1 



/ 
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176. 
Zeno vied to wkj that it was more teriout to 
■ake a slip with the tongue than with the foot 

DiOG. Labkt. Tii. i» 26. 

«77. 
Aristo compared lectures on logic to spiders' 

webs. "They show skill in catching,** he 

bat are pmcticallj useless." IbU, Til s, 161. 



«• 



/ 



178. 

- Qeanthes, on being taunted with being too 
cautious, replied, "That b why I make so few 
mistakes." IHd. viL 5, 171. 

1 79. 

The same was convening with a young man, and 

asked him, "Do yoo understand me?" "Oyes," 

said the youth. "Then how is it," he asked, 

" that I doa*t understand that you understand ? " 

/K^TiLiys. 

i8a 

Some one was finding fimlt with Cleanthes on 

thesooreofhlsoklage^ "I,too^"saidhe,"wish 

to depart hence % yet when I am consckms of per^ 

kA health ia all ftspect% and retain lull power 
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both to write and to read, tlieii again I am content 
to abide at mj poet in life." 

Dioo. Lackt. viL 174. 

181. 
Pjnrfao, being in a ship during a stonuvobsenred 
that the crew looked very grare. But he raised 
their courage by his own calmness, and by pointing 
out a pig that was feeding quite uncoooerned. "A 
wise man,'* he said, " ought to be at least as tran- 
quil as a pig.** /MUl ix. 11,68. 

i8a. 

Tlmon said to one who was always expressing 

'wmder at eveiything he saw, ''Why don't you 

wonder that three of us here hare only four eyes?** 

The fiict was, that two of the three happened 

• to hare lost an eye. /M/. ix. 112, 114. 

183. 
A certain man who prided himself on his know- 
ledge of etiquette, whenever he visited the younger 
Dionysius used to shake out the foMs of his mantle 
to show that he carried no weapon that could be used 
against a tyrant Dionysius, thinking it implied 
a reproach to him, gateofders that the man should 
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do the ttme when be iSg^ his pretenoe^ lest per- 
dMHcrbe shouM be ctfiyiag off something he had 
stolen. Plutarch, VU. Tim^Um. ch. 15. 

Philip of Mscedon wis once discoaning with 
othen over their wine about some tragedies which 
the elder Dionysins had left, and ironicallj re- 
marked that "he wondered how he found time to 
write them.** *' He did it,** replied the younger 
Dionysitts, " while you and I, and all those who 
are thought to be well tM, were wasting our time 
over the bowl.** Jhd, 

185. 
Theophrastus relates that the Spartan King Ar* 
chidamus was fined by the Ephors for having 
married a woman of short stature. *' He wiU not 
beget kii^ for us, but kimgUts,*' they said. 

Plut. VU. Ago. ch. s. 

186. 

in treating some caaes that had been gitca ip by 
others, hdl the titleor2te( Jupiter) given himby his 
admfauffSk CflBfuitit ii of the hoMMi. ha wrola thus 
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to AgciUaiit !— '* Ifenccntct Zcas tends greeting 
to King AgetOant.'' To whidi be leodved the 
leplj, "King Agesflaas wishes Ifenecntes good 
health." Plut. Vit. Agtt, ch. ai. 

187. 
Pkto nsed to say, that of all the distinguished 
statesmen Athens ever had, Aristides akme was 
worthy of accoant ; for whereas Themistocles, 
Cimon, and Pericles had filled the dty with fine 
bnildings, and wealth, and many other glories 
which were but trifles, Aristides had been a vir- 
toons ruler of the State. 

Plutarch, Life •fAristidet^ ch. a$. 

188. 
Lucullns, when his soldiers were very eager to 
capture a fort believed to contain much treasure, 
pointed out to them a distant fitftness on Mount 
Taurus. " T^bi/,** said he, ** must first be de- 
stroyed. We will hold ikis in reserve for con* 



<|tterorsa 



Plvtakch, Zf>^Z«rw/7«f, ch. 24. 



189. 
Someone told Diogenes that moat peopk laughed 
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y/ iVm. ••AMlTer]rlike]r»''lieMid, ''the 
bimy at ikum; but tt thcj <loii't oune for the 
•o nettlier do I cave for thoB." 

Dioa LABftT. TL 2, 58. . 

190. 
V Diofencs obtenred a boy, kaown to be tbe aon 
of a eowtesaa, Uuowing a stooe into a crowd; be 
called o«t to bn, ** Mind yon doo't bit your fiiUber, 
boy!* /M/.62. 

191. 
Tbe saflM, betng reqvested to return a mantlet 
mt \mk tbii answer : " If it was intended at a 
pictent, I liave it still ; if it was a loan, I bat« 
not yet done witb it" IhU. 

193. 
Wben ioaie one broogbt Diogenes a popi!* say* 
ing bt was a Tciy deter lad, and of a nMst eaeel* 
lent and amiable disposition, be asked, "Tben 
wbat OB eaitb docs bt want mr for?" /M/. 64. 

«93. 
Dkigenes onot went into a tbeatre Jnst at all 

wttt coadng ont of it. Bei«f aaktd wby Iw M 
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•0, henid* "IlMiFebccB opporing people aU my 
Ule.** Dioa Labit. Ml. 64. 



194- 

The sane, watching a very onskiUblircher pnic- 
Using at a mark* went and tat down dote to it. 



«95- 
Crates, the Theban philoiopher, was asked by 

Alexander whether he wished his coontiy to be 

restored to its former greatness. "What's the 

ase?** he said; *'prdbab]j another Alexander will 

orerthrow it again. ** /M, tl 5, 93. 

196. 
Diogenes was shown a contriyance for telling the 
time of daj. "A very useful invention,** he re* 
marked, ** for preventing one being late at dinner.** 

/Nd, vi. 9, 104. 

197. 
Zeno of Citium, the Stoic philosopher, was a 

pupil of Crates. Now the Cynics prided them- 

selves on having no false shame, and as Zeno 

seemed deficient in this virtoe. Crates bade him 

cany a pot of porridge through the Ccfameaenik 
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Seeing him try to oonoeal it, he gate the pot A sly 
kaock with hit staff and broke it, so that the por- 
iMge ran down over his legs. " Don*| run away, 
little Red-legs," said Crates, *'no great harm has 
happened to yon.** DioOw Labit. viL i, 3. 

198. 
Zeno had obsenred that a certain glutton used to 
eat up all the fish at table and leare none for his 
messmates. On one occasion, when a laige fish 
was senred, Zeno took it up and devoured the whole 
of it. At this the man stared, but Zeno quietly 
said to him, " How do you suppose your mess* 
mates fed ereiy day, Myou cannot put up with my 
taking a liking for fish for a single day ? ** 

Ibid, 19. 

199- 
The same, when a young man was asking some 
n ifjliffw that tftmril to imolT inouisitiTenem ill 
inited to his age, conducted him to a mirror, and 
bnde him kwk at himteU: "Do yon think," be 
asked, ** yov inqdriet aiu nited to ndi a fiioe at 
that?" JUd.%^ 



Lfimid«9 after Uw fianldileat of Uw AthcaiaM, 
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dcspstcliedaqMatityofooiaaiidticAiQfeto Sputm 
by wftt mder the cave of Ofk^ipnt wlio had been 
the Spartan conwnander at Syracote. He, not 
aware that each sealed box contained vnder the lid 
a written statement of the contents, loosened the 
bottom of each and took oat a qoantitj of sUver 
money bearing the device of an vmL The stolen 
money he concealed nnder the roof of his honse^bnt 
he took the boxes to the Ephon, and showed them 
the unbroken seals. Finding the accoonts did not 
tally, they weie mnch perplexed, till they leceiired 
a aseiul hint from a senrant of Gylif^wsi — " Tknt 

Plutaech, Vk. l^n^md. ch. i6w 

aoi. 
When Aristonoos, an obsequioiis harper, had 
told Lysander, by way of compliment, that " when 
he gained his next victory in mnsic at the Pythian 
games, he should hare himself proclaimed as a 
member of Lysander's fiunily,** Lysander qnietly 
said, " As myyAfffA^, yon mean." 

ilM^ch.18. 



Qcon, the Athenian demagogne^ once kept the 
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peopk to iiill assemUj waidng for him a long time. 
At last he appeared, dressed for dinner, and begged 
them to adjourn the meeting till -to-morrow. 
**The (act is, gentlemen, ** said he, '* I have just 
been attending a sacrifice, and I am rather engaged, 
aslhaveadinnerpaitjto-daj." The Athenians 
good-natniedlj laughed, and dismissed the meet* 
iif . Plvtaech, Lift •fNkias^ ch. viL 



203. 

When Alexander made his expedition toto India, 
oeitato ambassadofi came to him to tender their 
sttbmissioo. One of these, a prince called Acuphis, 
asked what thejr should do tosecure the friendship 
oCso great and generous a chief? " Let them ap- 
potot/WM their goremor," he replied, "and send 
to me a hundred of their best men." " Don't you 
think. Sir," itpUed Acuphis, "it would make mj 
positioii at raler somewhat easier if I were to send 
JM a hmdred of our sp«r«r men ? ** 

Purr, lifk ^ Aksumkr. du ML 



MtntaAmm «m oocailoB MMt Ibt loiof Um 
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IndkA "GyflUMMOpliistSi'' and propovoded to 
etch a diAcok qoeHioOy leUiogUiaB he would put 
to death fint the fint man who gaire a wrooc 
answer, and then the rest in soooessloo; and he or- 
dered the eldest of the ten to act as judge. But the 
Jndge declared hunselfnnaUe to decide; on^(Hiidi 
Alexander said, '* Then jvn shall die fint, for giYing 
sach a replj.** '* Not," replied the other, '* vnless 
your mijestjr thinks fit to break joor royal word.** 
Plut. L^t 4fAkx€tuUr^ ch. Ixir. 

305. 
Among the questions propounded as above were 
the following s — "Are there more dead or moreliving 
men?'* Answer : " More living ; for the dead mrt 
iM/." " What is the most mischierons creature in 
existence? '* Answer : " That which is hitherto un- 
known to man." " Whidi was created first, day 
or night?** Answer :** Day, by M/i&r.** (When 
Alexander said, " That is an obscure answer," he 
replied, " And to an obscure question. ") " Is life 
or death the stronger?*' Answer : ^ Life ; for it 
bears so many evils.'* " How loof ought a man 
tolive?" " Till he begins to think djying is better 
than living. " 
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A man was chained with the grare offenoe of 
beating hit own fikther. His excuse was, " It runs 
in the fiunilj. He nsed to beat his father, and 
that fiither did the same to kit fiither. Look at 
that boy of mine,** said he; "whj, he wiU beat 
mi when he grows vp to be a man." 

Aristotle, Etk, NU. viL ch. 6. 

207. 
The same amiable youth, while violently dragging 
Us father at his front door, was told to stop theie. 
"/nefer polled my fkther beyond his door,'* he 
said. JM. 

908. 
Popular icaentment is often appeased when a 
single one has been ponished, even if he is really 
less guilty. On this prindple Philocrates^ when 
asked "Why he dkl not make his defence, as the 
peopk were farions against him," replied, " Wak 
till aoott OM else is being tried." 

AftlSTOTLBv Mittrie, ii. du > 



Thtwifi of Kteg Hi«o osot aikfld Siaoaidet 
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whether it was hettcr to be bom wealthy or wise ? 
«• Wealthy, it would •cem," he fepKed, "lor I 
always tee the wise hanging aboot the doon of tht 
A&itTOTLi, Xkdmric. iL ch. l6w 



A fox, having got into a ditdi, was attacked by 
hone-leeches. "Shall I relieve yoi of them?** 
asked a good-natvred hedgehog. " By no meani^ 
my dear friend,** replied the fox; "they cant 
sack much moie of my blood now; bnt a new 
batch of them might drain me dry.** 

an. 

Dionysius, the Ruler of Syracase^ had sent to 
Olympia and Delphi certain costly offerings of 
"chryselephantine** (gold and ivory) workmanship. 
Iphicrates, the Athenian general, fell in with the 
ships which were conveying them and took posses- 
sion of the property, sending at the same time a 
despatch to Athens to ask what was to be done 
with it The reply was, "Pay your soldiers, and 
don't inquire too closely about the daim of tho 
gods." So the goods were sold at spoils Uwfolly 
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taken fimn the enemy. Dion]rsiiis was ytcf angrj 
with the Athenians, and sent them this letter : — 
*' Dionysins to the coondl and popular assembly of 
Athens. It would be unreasonable in me to add, 
kmitk mmd kappttuis^ kit jon are sacrilegiooi 
pirates and plonderers, joa have taken and de- 
stroyed o fler i ngs sent by ns to be solemnly dedi- 
cated to the gods, and yon hare been guilty of im- 
piety to the two greatest of them all^ Apollo at 
Delphi, and Zens at Olympia." 

DioDOR. Sic. zri. ch. 57. 

S12. 

Alter the defeat of the Athenians at Chsronea, 
Philip^ who had been celebrating his victory at a 
banquet, went with his friends, somewhat excited 
by wine, through the ranks of the captives, taunt- 
ing them with having lost their usual luck. De- 
mades the orator happened to be one of the pri- 
soners of war, and he made bold to address to the 
king woidt well adapted to check this di^lay of 
bad taste 1—*' Sir, Fortune has given you to play 
Um part of Agamem n on, and yon ought to bt 
of nctiM[ Uko ThenitMi.'' 
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A pcdantk bmb ctOad to hit tenrant tobring to 
the bftth ^ that wuned doak," metaing that mew 
one While theic, it was stolen from him, aad hb 
Irieiidi had the buigh againt hiaft for taking the 
trouble of finding an aitide which he had himadf 
described as "of BO me." Anmc. iiL p. 97. 



ai4. 

being asked what the Giceks did 
with their money, ref^ied, ''They count it." 

/M^.ir. p. 159. 
J15. 
A wealthy young man came from looia to reside 
at Athens, where he made a great display of his 
fine clothes. When asked the name of Us natlTt 
place, he answered " Richborongh." JiuL 

ai6. 
Thales of Miletus was taunted by his friends for 
pumiing philosophy and remaining In poverty. 
Having obserred, during the winter, signs of agood 
crop of olives, he gave security for the hire^ for no ^ 
great sum, of all the oil-works in Chios and Mile- 
tus for the coming year. At the teaton advanced 



I / 
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and the crop proTcd a heavy one, he sublet the 
properties and realised a large profit " You see, 
my friendsy" said he, " what philosophers can do 
in the way of money-making, only they don't care 
about it.** Aristotli, PoliiUi^ L ch. vt, 

317. 
A certain house at Agrigentum was called " The 
Ship," from the following cause. A party of young 
men were one day drinking there, and became so 
*' fuddled " that they fancied they were in a storm 
at sea ! So they began to toss the chairs and sofas 
out of window to lighten the vessel, imagining that 
they were carrying out the orders of the pilot Of 
course the people without ran off with the goods, 
and the affiur became known to the authorities, 
who went to the house next morning. When asked 
for an explanation, the young men, not yet fully 
sober, replied, "They had been forced by the vio- 
lence of the storm to throw orerboard all superfhunu 
goods." One of them, who seemed to be spokes- 
man for the rest as the senior, added, **And I, 
mcB-Tritonsl was so frightened that I lay down at 
the very bottom of the ship's hold I'* TheofBcen* 
the state of the CMtb ffoodHMtmvdly let 
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tbea off witk a waning " Not to drink to mach 
•gain." "Thank you, good firs,'* thqr replied; "if 
CTcr we get Mfe to port from tkn dreadful stonn, we 
will set «p statues to you in our own country as to 
SaYioais from the Sea." ATHSNiCUS, iL p. 37. 

aiS. 
A man in Sicily with a shrewd eye for business 
invested a sum of money which had been deposited 
with him in the purchase of iron, of which he se« 
cured the monopoly in the city. When merchants 
came to buy, he sold it at a moderate profit, and 
yet found that he had trebled his capitaL Diony* 
sins, the ruler, hearing of his success, sent for the 
man and said to him, " You may take your money, 
but you must leave the city. You have found out 
a way of trading which will prove very injurious to 
my revenues." Aeistotle, PoliL L ch. v. 

319. 
Pittacus of Priene enacted a law, that a heavier 
fine should be inflicted on adrankard for in assault 
than on one who was sober. Thus he was so frtf 
from making any allowance for the act of a drunken 
man, that he wisely had in regard the much greater 



I I 
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freqaencjr of dnmkeii brawls, and the neoetsitj of 
pffCTcnhny tbcsi* 

AmiSTOTLi, PM. ii. ch. ix. 



32a 
After the battle of Itsus, Alexander went, ac* 
companied hf hb friend Hephtestion, to pay Sisjr- 
gambrii, the queen of Darius, and tbe ladies of ber 
court, a Ttsit of ceremony, and to promise tbem bis 
gradoas consideration and protection. Seeing 
tbem botb dressed in tbe same way, bat Hepbses- 
tion tbe taller and bandaomer of tbe two, tbe queen 
addressed bim as "your majesty.** Being told of 
ber mistake^ and beiqg somewbat ooniused by il^ 
sbe made a low curtsey a second time. *' Never 
mfaid, my dear lady,** said Alexander; '*we are 
botb /Mr saiyimrf alike.** 

DiODOi. Sic xrii. cb. 37. 

sai. 

Wben Alexander paid a visit to tbe temple of 

JupHer Aonsoii, be was addressed by tbe aged 

priest, ** Hail, my Son, and accept tbese words as tbe 

fPsicoifftbegodbfaasdC* "ATKriMitbcalwiU 



I 
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bcnccfetth be,** replied Alexander. **TeQmeiiow» 
am I to be the lord of all the world?" Thereplyof 
the priest, after coosolttng the oracle, being &voiir> 
able, Alexander said, " One more qnettion answer 
■Mnow. Have I soffidentlj avenged the maidereiB 
of my fiOher, or have any escaped me?" "Hoshl" 
replied the obsequious priest. " No mortal man 
€9mid execute anj plot against your Father I Pki^ 
Hft murderers, howerer, have all met with their 
deserts." Diodor. Sic. xvil ch. 51. 

222. 

Alexander, after the capture of the royal palace 
and treasures of the Perdan king at Suaa, took his 
seat on the rojral throne. One of his attendants, 
observing that hn feet dkl not reach the footstool, 
brought a small table that had been used by Darius, 
and placed it under him as a support " Thank 
you," said Alexander, " that will do very well." 
Seeing one of the eunuchs who stood by the thruoe 
burrt into tears, he inquired, "What is the matter 
now?" ''Oh,Sir,"saidhe,«Ma//a4^/mymas. 
ter's pet table I To think it shouki have ever come to 
inch a use as this, for you to act your dirty feet 
nponitr MLt^fdK 
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933. 
Cyp*dvs of Corinth made a tow to Zeoi, that if 
he CTcr became master of the cityi fie would dedi- 
cate to him all the Corinthians possessed. When 
that event had taken place, he ordered all the dti- 
KM to make a rstnm of their incomes. From 
each of them he took a tenth pait, and ordered 
them to trade with the rest. This was regnlariy 
repeated for ten years, at the end of which he had 
IttlfiUed his vow, and the citizens had got rich 
again. AmtnywU (E€§nomka^ S '• 

214. 

Mansohu, tyrant of Caria, had some ingenious 
methods of raising rerenae. On one occasion, 
when tribute was demanded from him by the Per- 
sian kin^^ he told his people that he had no money. 
Whereu p on certain persom^ instructed for the pur- 
pose, rose and made liberal but sham offers. At this 
the wealthy dtisens, whether from shame or from 
fear, promised much larger sums, and/mf/MMflaa. 

On aaolher occaskm he toU the people of Mylaaa 
that their dty, being the metropolis, oq^ to have 
a wall to taont their posacniooi ; fcr the Gicat 
King waa wing to fawadt thwa I Sothemoaey 
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Mtded WM qiiddy cooCrilmtod, wd lie took it, 
botnidiloUiepeopK '* My friokb^ PiovidcDce it 
•oC boUdiof yoo a wall jort yet" 

ChKKphoBt die friend of Socntct, was Wyiag 
MMoe meat, aid objected to tlie cat offeied him at 
too'^booy." "Why,iir/midtlielnitdier, ''wc 
atwaye cootader the oical is sweetest aext the 
bone." ''Peihaps so*** said C hw ephoo; *'b«t 
booe weighs hea^ in the scale.** 

Athsn. ¥i. p. 244. 



Dionysias osed to take a walk roaad the temples at 
•Syracuse, and if he saw a table of gold or silver at 
any shrine, he would say to his attendants, '* Thank 
the god of lock, and cany that home.** If any 
statpes were repre s e n ted as holding out a goblet, he 
exclaimed, " Much obliged 1 ** and took it away. 
The golden crowitt and the spangled robes he ie> 
moved from all the images, sayings *' I will myself 
present you with lighter clothes and more fragrsnt 
chaplets." Acooidingly he dressed tMn ia'white 

a r 
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linoit and put wreaths of white Tiolett on their 
headf . Anmym. (Ee§mom, S 42. 

337. 
India poaicwci many tpedet of apes of different 
siies. Thew are captured hj hunten who avail 
themsdTes of their natural propensity to imitate, 
for they are too strong as well as too cunning to be 
caught in any other way. Accordingly, some 
smear their eyes with honey, and put birdlime 
within reach of the creatures, which prevents them 
from opening their eyelids. Some clap mirrors on 
their heads^ and proride watchers with a loop and 
a ooid, so as to pull them back. Some again let the 
apes see them putting on shoes» and leave in their 
way other shoes to which a string is tied, so 
that the ape vainly tries to hobble away from the 
spot DioDoi. Sic xviL ch. 89. 

aaS. 

Eumenes, in his contest with Antipater in Ar- 
menia, was shut up in a small, rocky fertwis. 
Finding it diftcnlt on ro^gh and aairow grooMl to 
exercise bit honci, and aware of their fanportaace 
to him, hi deviwd a new — d hfjaiow plan. He 
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Mt up erect three poles, and fiutened the hocMs' 
heads by ropes tied to pegs or cross-bars in them at 
sBch a height that they jost failed to tooch the 
grovBd with their Ibrelcgs. In their fiolent eflbrts 
and struggles to do this, all the limbs and the 
whole bodies were so pat to the stretch that the 
sweat poured from them, and the animals had a 
lint-rBte lesson in prancing and kicking I 

DiODOR. Sic xriii. ch. 42. 

329. 
One Kineas, a Thctsaltan, had great influenoe 
with Pynrhns. Seeing the king resolved on an ex* 
pedition against Italy, he introdnoed the following 
converuitioo. *'A great people^ sire, those Ro* 
mans, and mlers of many warlike nations ! Sap- 
pose, by favoar of heaven, we should conquer 
them ; what use shall we make of our victory ? ** 
««That, Kineas,** replied the king, "h plain 
enough. If Rome foils, all Italy b in our hands.*' 
"And if we get Italy," asked Kineas, "what 
then ? " " SicUy," replied the Ung, " wiU be easUy 
Uken next." " And then ?" " Libya and Car- 
thage will be unable to withstand at." "Ofcoursci" 
said Kineas ; "and then we shall get back Mace- 
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doou and Hellas I And tkmr '"Then," said 
the kixigp *' we will stay at home and enjoy our* 
telTes over the bowl I ** " And cannot we do that 
nmr," rejoined Kineas, ** without wading through 
such a sea of blood ? " 

Plutarch, Fit. Pyrrk, ch. 14. 

230. 
A soldier in the senrioe of Antigonns was noted 
for his recklen biaTery. Observing on one occa- 
sion that he seemed ill, the king chaiged his phy- 
sicians to look after him and cure him, if possible, 
in case his senrices should again be required. 
When however he was restored to health, Anti* 
gootts was surprised to find him much more cautious 
in actkm, and reproadied him for it. '*Sir," said 
he^ '*you are the cause of the change, by getting 
Bw cured of a malady whidi made me reckless of 
lifc.** Thus it is one thing to care much for talouri 
aad another thing to care little about living. 

ML VU. Fdopid, ch. I. 

131. 
When the people of Tarentum wert engaged in 
a war against the Fomans, a laige party of thai 
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propoMd to invite the eid of Pyrriins, atone ofthe 
greatest fenenls of the day. This nieaMuw was 
opposed \rg the older and aioie sensible dtiiens, 
but the war patty leinsed them even a hearing in 
the popdar assembly. At length one of them, 
called Meton, hit upon an eipedient wdl ssited 
to the low tastes of a democracy. Dressing himself 
cp as a dnmken reveller, and attended by a girl 
with a 6iite^ he staggered into the assembly the 
day before the final vote. *'Hoorah 1" shouted 
the mob; "give nsatvneandadanoe! //Wmi/" 
Thus obtaining a hearing, as if he were jnst going 
to perform, he addressed them thns s *' Citisens 
of Tarentnm I Yon do wdl in thns allowing this 
sort of reveby while yon can. And if you take my 
adrice, yon will make the most of yonr present 
liberty, for if Pyrrhvs comes here, yon will most 
cerUinly lose it I ** 

Plutarch, VU. P^k. ch. 13. 

It was a remark of Aristotle's, that some rich 
persons make no nse of their wealth through their 
habit of coonting their small gains, while otheis 
make a bad nse of it through their habit of hidnl* 
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(ence ; and if the Utter are t laTes to pleasure^ the 
former are not less sUves to business. 

Plutarch, VU. Pehpid, ch. 3. 

Pelopidas, who had married well, and had chil* 
dren, was reproached by his friends for being carelen 
about money, which, said they, is a necessary thing. 
" NeeeuQtyt no donbt,*' replied he, " to Nicodemos 
here,'* pointing to a man who was both lame and 
blind. /M/. 

A Laoonian, on congratulating Diagoras, who 
had not only gained an Olympian victory himself 
but had lived to see his sons obtain the same 
honour, and sons and daughters bom from them to 
perpetuate the race, said to him, ^ Die, Diagoras ! 
The next highest step^ up to heaven, you cannot 
climb." ML ch. 34- 

PhibpoemeB, ihe Achaean general, was4pt to'be 
carelem about his personal appeai a nca. One day, 
a lady of Megaia was told that the general was 
to dinner. Her hMbaad being absent at the 
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ttiae, die fdt tome dUScdty in making the necct* 
•ary prefMrmtioiit. Meinwhile a tUmfer arrived 
in rather a ibabbj military doak. She, thinking 
it was one of the general's terrantt who had pre- 
ceded him, sakl to him, " Lend a hand here^ will 
jov?" So the man flung off hit cloak, and began 
at once to iplit wood. On the hnsband arriving, 
heexdaimed,"^Mo^«iiMii/ What meant this?** 
"Mfdear feUow,** laad thegeneral, "I am only 
payiqg the jwt penalty of my own vntidinem.'* 

Plvtakch, VU. PkiU^ du a. 

336. 
The tame^ being adYised to pot himself vnder 
training in the wrestling school, on the gnmnd that 
all snch manly exercises must be vseibl in a sol- 
dier's life, inquired what this trmming implied ? 
" The liring by the strictest rules of sleep, diet, 
and bodily exertion,** they replied. '* Then," said 
he, *' that won't suit one who nerer knows when 
he can sleep or what he may get to eat« No ! your 
athletks won't do for me." And ever after he not 
only discouraged, but prohibited all such special 
training, as tendiqg to make soldiers unserrioeable 
in the emergendet of war. IhuL ch. 3. 
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Cimoo Uie ion of Milttadei was once at a dinner 
party, when the converuttion turned on some of 
his greatest achierements. He himself, he said, 
thought the clererest thing he had erer done was 
thb : — He was asked to award between the Athe« 
nians and their allies certain Persian prisoners who 
had been captured at Sestos and Bjrzantium. Ac- 
cordingly he put all the captives in one share, and 
an theirdothes and ornaments in another. "That," 
said the allies, "is unfair." <«Take which you 
please,** said he; "the Athenians will be con- 
tented with the other share, whicherer it is.** So 
they chose the gold ornaments and purple robes, 
and Cimon was bmgfaed at for the bad baigain his 
eountiymen had got in a lot of unclad captives 
trained to no useful trade. Soon, however, the 
wealthy friends of the captives poured in from 
Phfygia and Lydia, offering immense sums for the 
nuMom of cadi captive ; so that besides four months' 
pay for the fleet diere was a round sua for the 
tfeaiuiy. "In foct,* said Cimoo, **\ madt aa 

thing of that baigain.'' 
PLUTAftCBt VU. dm dL 911 






A PcnimioblcBMB, wIm had deserted from tfat 
Gfcet Kln^ eaoM to AdieBi, tad takiaf leAife in 
Cinon 1 BOWKy bfovglit thithef two cfodcsi one 
loll of gold, the other of tllTer coiiit. *'Dojo« 
dpect toKr|rmeb"askedClmoawithanBUeb ''or 
to gain Meat a friend?** "At a friend," nid 
the man. "Then," laid Cimon, "take thete 
away with jo« ; fcr when we are friends, of eonrse 
foo will let me haiFe them if I shonhl be in need." 

Plutakcr, VU. dm, dL la 



When Athens had been taken bj Lysander, the 
Spartans offered the citiiens terms of peace on ooo- 
dition of polling down their long walls and the forti- 
fications of the harbour, and restoring the prisoners 
of war. Thenunenes Toted that the terms shoold be 
accepted, when a joong orator rote and atked him 
how he dared to oppote the policy of Themistocles, 
in sorrendering to the Spartans the very walls 
whkh he bttUt against their wiU ? "IdonoCop- 
pote him," hi replied; "he boiU the waUt to 
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WK9t the citixeniy and I propoie to pull them down 
for preciselj the same reason.** 

Plutarch, VU. LyttMd, ch. 14. 

24a 
Ljcurgus, the Spartan law-giver, drew upon 
himself the anger of the rich bjr hb stem opposition 
to luxury, and on one occasion he was chased out 
of the public square and compelled to seek shelter 
in a temple. One of his pursuers, a hot-tempered 
youth called Alcander, struck him in the (ace with 
a stick as he turned round, and knocked out one of 
hb eyes. Nothing daunted, Lycuigus presented 
himself to the dtttens all bleeding from hb wound* 
They, indignant at the treatment he had received, 
conducted Alcander to the houses and gave him up 
to Lycurgus. Hc^ however, neither reproached 
him nor acted with immediate severity towards him, 
but quietly dismissed hb servants, and told .Al* 
cander he would have to do all the house-work I 
And he did it with a good spirit, and acknow- 
ledged to bb fricDdt that Lycuigus was a very kind 
Mtatcr. Mi. VU. Ij^cmrg. ch. ii. 

The «• bkdi bfD(k " at the public diuMn of tbt 
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Spartmat was to bmkIi Ukcd« UmU the cMcn wcrt 
contented with a good feed of it, and kft the 
ratiotti of Bieat to the younger aien. It ti laid 
that one of the kingi of Pootw pnichaaed a cook 
OB pvrpoie to make this hroth, hot on tasting it» 
expressed his dislike of it. ''Sire," sakl the 
cook, **it requires a swim in the Enrotas before 
you dine off this." 

Plutarcii, ViL Ifcmj, ch. it. 

i 

An old Spartan was asked by a stranger, ** How 
do you deal with your last young men?" "We 
have none,** was the reply. " Bnt supposing there 
$h&mld ke wa^l** ** The fine such an one has to 
pay is a bull, so tall that it reaches orer the top 
of Mount Taygetus to drink from the Enrotas ! '* 
"How can there be such a big bull ?" asked the 
stranger. " And how €tn there be a last jroung man 
under the Spartan discipline ?" rejoined the other. 

IHd. ch. 15. 

Lycurgtts was once consulted by the Spartans as 
to the expediency of forti^ring the city. The reply 
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was tent in a brief letter: '*ir Spartans act like 
bricksy no other material is wanted." 

Plutarch, VU. Lycurg. ch. 19. 

' AntistheneStSeeingtheThebans greatly elated by 
their defeat of the Spartans at Lenctra, remarked, 
"They remind me of schoolboys who have just 
given their master a good thrashing.'* 

/M, ch. 20. 

MS' 
Anacharsis, the philosopher of Scythia, once paid 
a Tisit to Solon at Athens. He introduced himself 
as " a stranger who had oome to establish a friend- 
ship with him." "It is better to make friends at 
home," replied Sokm. " Well," said Anacharsis, 
"yon «rv at home. Do you then make friendship 
with wu." IhUL Vii. SOm. Ol 5. 

246. 
Solon went to Miletns on a visit to Thales. 
Finding his host remaining oimanried, ha ci- 
pressed his s or ptl s e that be thwtld feel no desire 
to have a feaily. Thales made no reply at tha 
thM^ bat afUr the iaianral of a few days ha i 
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ted ft BftD to pfctcad he hftd biovglit mwi to 
Solon firon AUieni. " WcU I" Mid Solon, oo re- 
ceiTiBf the ttfftBcer, "ftadiHifttluivt/Mitotdl?'' 
" Nothing very pftrticntftr," mid the niftn, '*eicept 
thftt ft fine youth Utdy died there, ftnd nU the dtjr 
ftttcndcd his finemL He wns the ion of ft dtiien 
of greftt distinction, who wns ftbtent Mmewherc on 
a visit" •• Poor niftn 1 " eickinied Solon. "And 
whfttwftshisnftme?** '« I ^Kt/heer it," replied the 
mftn, " but leftUy, I Ibrget it I know he wes 
celled very wise end very jttst" Solon began to ieel 
rftther nncomlbrtftble. " It wen't the ion of one 
^Mm, wfts it?" he asked. *«Yei, thet's the very 
neme I " sftid the pretended Bcaencer. At this 
Solon broke ont into eapttwions of the deepest 
grief. Bnt Thales, with ft huf^, told him of the 
trick, adding, "You onderstand now why /do not 
wish to hftTe ft laniily.'* 

Plutarch, VU. Sdm. dk d. 

Antisthenes hearing that one Tsmenias was a 
good harpist, remarked, " He innst he a bad man, 
or he would not be so good a pUycr." That the 
cUsB of men had no chamcter lor nMiiUty was 
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thowB bj the reproof of Philip to his ion, who had 
shown great skill on the harp at a banquet "You 
ought to be ashamed of yourself for- playing so 
weH," he said. Plittajich, VU, PeritL ch. i. 



^ * 248. 

When Pericles had embarked on his trireme on 
a naval expedition against the coast of Laconia, a 
r* ; soUr eclipse occurred. The pilot was dreadfully 

frightened, and seemed not to know what was best 
to be done. So Pericles went up to him, and held 
his cloak before hb fiMe. " Do you see anything 
▼ery terrible ? " he asked ; " or the forecast of any 
terrible etcnt?** "I do not," replied the man. 
" Then," asked Pericles, " what is the diflerence 
I I I between this and the eclipse^ except that the body 

I I • which makes the darkness fai an eclipse b a little 

f ll larger than a cloak?" 

VU. PmeL ch. 35. 



249. 

Anytos, who was a friend and admirer of Aid- 

biadesi once asked htm to dinner to meet a lew 

friends. Akibiades declined the inrttatta, M 

ha?iBg got tip«gr at home, he caat to the honat 
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with foine of hit boon cofnpuikmt to tee what was 
going OIL Obtenring that the tables were spread 
wkh gold and silver goblets, lie bade Ins senranu 
take half of them, and carry them to his hoose, 
b«t still refoscd to enter himselC VHien the com* 
pany present said to Anjrtns that they thooght he 
had been very hardly and rudely treated, he re- 
plied, " On the contrary, very ctTilly ; he might 
have taken all, and he has politely left ns halC** 

Plutarch, VU. AUA. dk 4. 

35a 
When Encleidas, a Spartan, was speaking some- 
what freely about Artozerxes, the king told the 
captain of his company to say to him, "Yon can 
speak as you like, but remember, a king can both 
speak and act as he likes.** 

IM. Fit. Artox. ch. 5. 

251. 
One Teribazns, who was rather light-headed, 
was hunting with Artoxerxes, and by accident tore 
hb own dress, which he showed to the king. 
*« What am I to do for you?" said he. '^ Sir,** 
replied the Persian, "you can put 00 another dress 
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yooatmSd ind give me Toun.** To pletie him, (he 
kinf mid, " Very well then, I make you a present 
of this ; bat mind, I do not give you leave to 
it** The man, however, put on the gold 
and some other pottioos of dras resembling those 
worn by women. The nobles were indignant at 
this violation of court etiquette ; but the king only 
laughed and said, "You can wear the chains as a 
woman and the long dress as a maniac ;'* and so 
he evaded the penalty of the law. 

Plutarch, VU. ArUx, du 5. 

35J. 
Certain Indian sophists, taken prisoners by 
Aleiander 00 the very spot where they were stand- 
ing in the open air, shovred no other signs of emo- 
tion at the sight either of the king or of his army, 
than by stamping on the ground with their feet* 
**Whydo they do that?" asked the king. The 
interpreters replied, " Each of us human beings 
possesses the ground he stands upon, and no more. 
Yon are a human beings like ourselves % but yo«» 
madman and sinner that yon are I have eome all 
this distance from your own s tation to give both 
youNlf and ■• tinnble. And vwy anon yon wiU 
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bt dcMly ind tbca aU yow p oM mi o m wiU be 
Umited to the «urth which holdt ymur bodj.* 

Aerun, E:^$i. Akx. vU. du i. 

a$3. 
Siaooidei the poet was once asked why he 

kept op his fondness for money to extreme old a^e ? 

" Because," he replied^ " I had rather leave my 

property to my enemies than be without friends in 

my lifetime.** Stomsus, FUr. x. 6a. 

Diogenes used to say, "Dogs in general bite 
their enemies to worry them ; I bite my friends to 
save them.** lUd, xiii. ay. 

Demonax was asked, When he first began to 
study Philosophy? "As soon as I began to con- 
demn myself,'* he replied. Md, xxi. 8. 

The Boeotians were so fond of eels, that when 
they had caught any vefy fine ones in the Copaic 
Lake, they put chaplets on them, like victims, 
sprinkled them with sacred meal, said over them a 

a o 
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dcdicitwy pn^mv aim oflcrcd tliciB m ft Mcnficc 
to tbetr (ods. On one oocaskm a itnncer vcn* 
tared to tay that be thought this rather an odd cus- 
tom. ABoeotianwho was present made thb reply: 
*' Sir, M/ knowledge of the matter extends to thb; 
we ooght to say, that ancestral cnstoms should be 
obsenred, and that it does not concern any one to 
make any apology for them.** 

Athbn. Til p. 297. 

as;. 

Menecrates» a physician of Syracuse, used tocsU 
himself ** Zeus," and went abont with a nomber 
of patients whom he had cured, dressed up as Her* 
cvles, Hermes,- or iEscnlapivs, while "Zens** 
himself wore a pwple robe, with a golden crown 
and a sceptre. King Philip, wishing to take the 
conceit oat of him, once asked him and his "gods** 
to agmd banquet Accordingly, they were placed 
apart on a fine divan, with a table 00 which an 
altar was placed, with varkm little * tit-biu ** as 
the offerings of OMftala. When the test of the 
guests were enjoying a good dinner, the ienraBta 
were instructed to titat the "gods** only to hi- 
aadlibatioak At last, unabli ttr fn duiu thf 
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ridicak tB7 kager. •• Zm ** Md bis gods fdrly na 
Awmy Ifooi tKt bmywtinf ML 

Athbn. tU. pw 989^ 

One Hegcsbs asked DiogtBCS to kad him one 
cf his written worin. " Yo« aie a foolish ■um," 
he replied : ^ yoa 6on\ take painted figs, hut real 
figs; jret 700 taloe a mere copj of kainiag, and 
not the learning which is the gemdne firait of fonr 
own thought and experience.* 

Dioa Lauit. irL a, 48. 

The same, when asked by Diooysitts the tyrant, 
what was the best brooae lor making statues, re- 
plied, ** That of which the statues of Hannodhis 
and Aristogeiton are made." IM, 



The mme, when some one inquired how Diooy* 
sins was treating his friend^ gare thb answer t 
"likemeal-sadu; he hangs np those who are /nil, 
and he t omes away those who are empty." 

ML 
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961. 



The same, seeing a glattonoos man eating olives 
at a stall, said to him, " If ]rott had alwajrs made 
this kind of bieakfast, 700 would not haTe indolged . 
in that kind of dinners.** 

DiOG. Laert. Ti, a, 48. 



i 



962. 
When hU friends said to Diogenes, *< Yoa are 
oM; do relax a little ; ** he answered, **If I had 
ran the long course in a race, would 700 have 
sakl, * Do slack jour pace a little at the end?* ** 

md. Ti a, 34. 

Leocon, the sorereign ruler of Pontus, discover- 
ing that one of his couitiers was concerned in a 
slanderous attadc on a friend of his, said to him, 
" I would have put jon to death, only a position 
sudi as mine cannot do without scoundrels.** 

Athbn. tL p. 357. 



£H 



t 



•64- 

Aristotle used to say, '* When thii^ are not as 
wt wish, wt should wish them to bt as they are.** 

Stobavi, /Ksr. iiL 53. 
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PnkBdcr wat aikcd, «*WlMt is tbt graitcM 
thine ^ tlM flMakit ccMiiMM?'* H« icplidi, 
«< Good MMt iB A Innyui bodf.** 

STOBAiraft Ar. iiL 56. 

Pythasons osed to tay, *« All men dcdart that 
lew take any tiodile to acqdio it** nUU 60. 

S67. 
Socrates was i t p rerod bj his wife lor not ac* 
oqiting the nuuqr pfcsents seiiC bj his friends. 
''H^saidhe^ **wt accept ofCfythinf soicwlilyv 
we shall have girefs even when we don't ask." 

968. 

Phavorinas sakl nwn weie lor the most part 
ridicnloos, or detestable, or pitiable, bat lardy en* 
viable. A man who firom self-conceit aims at 
what is above him, is ridicnkms | if he attains it, 
he is odious ; if he misses it» he is pitiable lor the 
fidlore of his pride." /Ndl It. 91. 
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269> 
EpicteCvft used to tty that men at a dinner party 
were content with what wat lenred np to them, 
and never thought of asking the hort lor Mine 
other dish beside. Bat in the world men ftedy 
ask the gods for iHiat thejr do not oiler vs, albdt 
their bounty is abeady very great. 

STOBiCUS, Fl$r. ir. 92. 



STa 
A pro ff e re d oath shonhl be accepted on two 
eoaditions onlyi to dear yonrsdf of some foul 
chaigOi or to save yonr friends from some great 
danger. Botaererswearbyany of the gods, even 
though honestly, in the cause of money ; for some 
will diaife yoo with perjniy, others with avarice. 
laocKATis, ^. Stt^, FUr. uviL ii« 



jyi. 
Plato once toU Antisthenes, who was making a 
tedkMHly long disoonrse, that the tme measorecf 
a speech is not the power of the speaker, \mX the 
pattoot of the hearer* 

Stoesui^ Mr. Bxxvti. St. 



\ 



good deal of noMfw abort ** Imtif tioM," irhca 
lie was stopped by a biat horn Zno t "If yoa 
don't BMistca tbat tongaa of foan wkb a Httlc 
sense, you will iMkc still worse aiistakcsin yoar 
disoottfses." STOB^Ut, Ar. xxxviL 23. 

a73. 

firoB a cbatterboK called Careon, wbo bad applied 
to bioi for instmction in rhetoric Beinf asked 
tbe reason for so bigb a cbafff^ Isocratas replied, 
" One fee is for teacblag yon to talk, tbe otber for 
teacblag yon to bold yoar tmpm^* MJL as* 

. 274. 
Aristides was asked wbat gave him the greatest 
pain daring his banishment firom Athens? He re- 
plied, "The discredit my coantry incarred for 
having banished me.** IHi. xunriiL j8. 

ars- 

The wife of Aristides, wbo was deaotiog his 
whole time and attention to polidcs, once re- 
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narked to him, "I wish yon had thought yoar 
o«ni private aflain were public— and the public 
were priTate.** SroBiCus, Fl§r, xxxriii. ^a 

976. 
Socrates used to say it was. easier to keep a hot 
coal 00 one's tongue than a secret 

md. xlii. 5. 

It was a saying of Agathon*s t " A ruler should 
bear in mind three things : that he rales human 
beings, that he must rule by law, and that he will 
not slwmyi be a rakr.** Ihid. xlri. 84. 

978. 
A young man was compelled by his father to 
turn former against his wilL Not liking the pro- 
fession, he went and hanged himself, learing thb 
written statement : " Farmhig is a most senseless 
pursuit, a mere labouring in a circle. You sow 
that you may reap, and then you reap thai you 
may sow! Nothh« ever oomcs ofit" 

tiUU \m. ta 

Om Pollis^ of Agrigcntum, was fiirtained by a 
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hard miter of a t to oMh ol d , who vovld not allow 
his lenraiiti cvca rest at Bighti, htX kqpc them to 
ionic woric or other* Bj way of vepioof« ha hi* 
vitcd hit frioid in retara, and alter dinner called 
in a great noaber of hit tlaiFCt* chUdien, and good- 
nataredlj gave them natt and £gk '*Yo«'fe 
a lot of chiUicn hi joor honte," w arlrid the 
gnett «* It it the night-work of OTfterranta," re* 
plied PoDia. SroBiBUS, Fkr. hoL 4S. 

aSa 

Some one taid to Bion, ** Beaaty holda empire 
ofcr man.** " I don't think nrach of an empire," 
taklhe» ««thatcanbeditaolvcd by ahair.** 

/Mf.lxfl5. 

s8i. 
Xcnophon, at an entertainment giiren by the 
tyrant Dionytiut, wat pietted by the cupbearer to 
take another goblet He appealed to hit host t 
<'Howitit,''heatked, ''that your <A^, whom we 
all acknowledge to be a &nt-rate artist, merely 
placet hit dithet before at in lilcnoe^ and doet 
not urge at to eat more when we don't with?" 

Athin. X. Pi 4S7. 
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Aaaclianif the philosopher was prmising the 
wines of Greece to the jCing of Scythis, and 
showed him some cuttings of the Tine. " !(** he 
said, ''the Greeks had not pnmed their vines 
every year, by this time they wodd have been in 
Scythia." Athkn. x. p. 42S. 

283. 
Socrates was asked what actof thefar lives people 
most commonly rq>ented of? ''Marriage," he 
leplied. SroBAtrt, FUr, IxviiL 501 

Some one remarked to Dorkm, the fl«te*player, 
that skate was a good fish. * Very mnch like 
catii« Mfaf ri^** leplied he. 

Athsn. viiL p. 337. 

185. 
Phalanthns was besieged in the Rhodian dty of 
lalysns by Iphidvs. Tmsting to the security of 
the plaoe» and to an orade which predicted it never 
wodd be taken ^'till white crows aie seen, and 
fishes have qipeared in the wine-bowhb* ht held 
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o«t Ibr a loi« tfanc At IngUiIplkkhncotholdor 
<Mtt of PhakuUhM* people, iHm> luid cone lor 
water. * Whea jroa poar tlttt ia the bowl^" lie 
taid« *'aiiad jroa let thew littk fithei {o ia too** 
(thew Im bad caaflu at tlM tpriag). Thea Iphi- 
das caaght aoaM crows and let Uiem fo» after 
saMariagtbcm with whitewash. WhenPhakatfaaa 
saw white crows» he rashed to the wine-bowl, and 
lolitwasfeUorUttlefishesI «« It's aU ap» I see,** 
he eadaiaMd. and negotiated widi Inhidas for an 
honoarable sancnder of the dty. 

Athim. viii. p. 36a 

aSd. 

Aatagoras was sadi a g^atton that he leiased to 
fo to the bath while a bird was being roasted, 
''lest," he said, *<the slaves shoald sodc «p the 
gravj." '* Yoor mother will look to it," said a 
friend. ''What!" rq>lied he, ^'do 70a sappose 
I wonld tnist efca my own mother with kird^i 
grmrj^r /M p. 34a 



u 



287. 
A certain g^ntton, Theocritas of Chios» had 
eaten ap" his estate. One day ha barnt the 
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not of his nuMth' with a piece of hoi fidu 
''Now," nid a friend, «<]roa have only to drink 
«p the sea, and jroa will have made three of the 
dcflsents to vanish entirely." 

Athkn. viii. p. 344. 



388. 
Aristodemas, a noted gmrmMul^ on hearing 
chat a great jndge of fish had died from eating it 
i/^ too hot, remarked^ "Then Death was guilty of 
sacrilege.'' Hid. p. 345. 

189. 
A beam having fiJlen and killed a notorioosly 
bad man, Stratonicas the harper said it was a 
just judgment, whether there *' Ar aianr/Mfr " than 
the rogve thought,* or **kmm 0rgtit " cansed his 
death. Mi. p. 350. 



The same, when one boasted that he had both 
a teacher of the flute and a player on the Ante in 
his own fiunily, timsilicd that hi only wanted a 
fiunily 



■Tht OfwkalM mmmiImi iht rfty hsd 
cdM iht vMk«r« " 
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•91. 

Sone flow after Um dettk of Socnitci» Plato 

was present at a party of hiilrieBdi, w1m> were ia 
deep dciectkm. « CS^er ap." laid Plato^ "TV/ 
ooadact the school myselC Apoflodo re s^ four 
good beahh 1 ** «« I had latber," said ApoUodoms, 
saDulj, *' have taken tha cap of hemlodi from 
Socrates than the cap of wine from /sn."* For 
Phto was not popalar from his nataially jeakma 
temper. Athbn. xL p. 507. 



The people of S jharis were so hucnrioiK and 
afliected that they disliked any kind of hard work. 
One of them happened to say, that on going into a 
field he bad seen soom worlnnen diggings and took 
ap a ipade himselC '* Dear me 1" said one of his 
aadience, *' my back quite aches to hear yoa say 
sol" /W xii. p. 518. 

•93. 
The same people had a great liking ior pet dogs 

and pet monkeys. To one of them who wished to 

conclude a baigain lor a supply of apes from 

Manritania, Massinissa the king sakl, ** Do your 

then, not bear children?** 



i/ 
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The tame people enacted a law that if any 
cook or conicctioiier had invented tome ipedal 
delicacy, he was entitled to the sole me of and 
profit from it lor a year. Athsn. ziL p. 521. 

Timothem, the ton of Conon, was entertained 
by Plato at a simple dinner in the Academy. Hav* 
ing been nsed to cotily banqaeti, and feeling the 
better for his temperance on the following day, he 
remarked, when he next met Plato, "Yon philo- 
tophen dine better for to-morrow than for to* 
day." IM, x. p. 419. 

296. 

Pytho of Bysantion was a Teiy fiU man. He 
once said to the dtiaens, in advising them to make 
friends after a political dispute, " Gentlemen, yon 
see how stont I am | well, I have a wile at hoose 
who is frr btter than 1 1 Now, when we are good 
friends we can sit together on any sasall soCs | b«t 
when we qnarrel, I assort yon the whole hoist 
cannot contain ns I" /Miii.p.5|a 

A pa r MJ tt f vciy nmdi r t d n o td by a long IUmbb, 
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■ict a lady of hit icq— Intincie, ** How this jnm 
•ret** she exclaimed. •'Thial*' lepUcdhcs "what 
do jrott Mppoae» BOW, I have eaten for the lait three 
days?" ** Either the oU-cnict, or perhapt a pair 
of shoes,** she replied. Athkn. xiiL p. 584. 

^. 
A rich man, who had formerly been a slave, had 

purchased a senrant-girl for his household. One 
day she caaght him napping^and noticed the scars 
left on M-» by the lash. ''What mean these 
marks?" she asked. '* Some hot broth was spilt 
over me when I was a boy.** " I see,** said she; 
'« weal-^rM:* Ihd. p. 585. 

S99. 
A lorer of the &ir Thab once showed her a 
quantity of plate which he h^ borrowed, but pre- 
tended to be his own. ''I intend,** he said, **to 
have all this melted down, and some new plate 
made.** "But," she replied, "you wiU oblite« 
rate the owner's marks, you know. ** /Mf. 

30a 
A rich but stingy lover saki to the object of his 
admiratkm, ''You are the Venus of Praxiteles." 
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*'A]id joa,** the i«iofaied, '*u« the Cvpid of 
Plieidias'* (thrift/). 



301. 
Diogenes remarked of people who pay great 
tttention to dreams, that "they care nothing abo«t 
i the acts tbeydo when wide awake, hut carea great 

deal abovt the fimcies they have in their dreams.** 
;' Dioo. Laxrt. vL a, 43. 



Diogenes and PUUo were not very good friends. 
One day, seeing Plato taking soom olives at a 
grand banquet at Syracuse^ Diogenes remarkedt 
** Why does oar philosopher come all this way to 
get good dinners, and then relnse to enjoy them?" 
Says Plato, '* I nsed to take olives mostly at 
Athens, Diogenes.** '* Then why did yon sail to 
Syracuse?" asked Diogenes ; '* was there no crop 



V 

of olives in Attica at the time ? ** 

vi. a, 2$. 



Diogenes nsed to say that he had an fani 
respect for tha honesty of slaves who waited at 
dinner. They saw their matttrsgoiging and 
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flBiB|» tad fct tbHaiMd fioM addaf a fluUdi at the 
cateblct. Dioo^ Labet. yL aS. 

304. 
The tane oooe caDad oat ia poblk^ ** Hi 1 aMn 

Kerel'* When a crowd coDactad, he laddanly fell 

OB them with his itick. **I called for «M»,'*hc 

taid« ''not for tach a tet of icaaiipt as yoa." 

Md. 33. 

The saaae, being once asked to dimier, dedinedt 
saying ** He was not awaie that ha was ondcr aay 
obligatkm to the ceatleBUUL* /M 34. 



Diogehesi when soase one at Saoiothraoe was 
exprening sarprise at the nvmber of offerings 
made to the k>cal gods in thank^Ting for safe 
^▼OTiges, obserred: "There woold have been a 
good many more if all who have been drowned 
had also made offerings.** /Mf. a» 59. 

307. 
The same once asked alms of a soor-tempered 1 
man, who said, ''T17 to ooaTinoe am that I ooc^t 

2 H 
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to giTe.** *'Had I thoagfat y9u amenable to 
reason," said Diogenes, ''I should hare recom- 
mended foa to go and hang foarselC" 

DiOG. Labrt. Ti. a, 59. 

308. 
The same nsed to compare gluttons and spend* 
thrifts to figs growing on an inaccessible rock* 
" Man gets no good from them ; only the birds of 
prey." IHd. 6a 

309. 
The same, when Alexander once said to him, " I 
am Alexander, the great king," replied: *' And I 
am Diogenes, the Cynic." IHd. 

31a 
Diogenes, when one asked him how he got the 
name of Cynk (Dog), replied: ** By making friends 
with those who gire, barking at those who don't, 
and biting rogues and scamps." /M/. 



311. 
The same was picking ripe figs firom a tree. 
Some OM lakt, '*Do yoa know a man hanged 
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kimidf from tldt mUvcky tfM only jciKcrda/?'* 
*« 111 Mm clttr U of the clMfft," iM replied. 

Dioa Labkt. vL 6i. 



3i«. 
TIm tame, obeenrmg ea igBotaat wrestler pr^ 

Ceml'mg to fhre medictl advice, eaid to him, ** I 

sappoae jnm want to lay oo Ua badi oae of thoat 

who fonneriy floored /mi." /M£ 6a. 

313- 
The laBM^ hearinf oertais penoaa praised for 

(iving liim alms, asked, '*Awl have jtm not a 

wofd of praise for the oliject of their charity ? ** 

nu. 

314. 
The same, being blamed for looking into some 

dirty places, answered t *' So does the san ; bat I 

never heard that he dirtied himself by it.** 

/M/.63. 

315. 
Diogenes was once dining in a building attached 

to a temple. Observing some black-looking bread 

OB the table, he flang it all away, saying: " Let 

nothing andean enter herOi'* Ihid. 64. 



1' 
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316. 
The tame, when tome one had' hit him with a 
pole, and then called oat, "Take caiel " hit Am* 
in retain a imart lap with his stick, sayings '*Take 
!" DiOG.LABaT.Yi.66i 



317. 
The same once asked Plato^ "Are jroa writing 

the 'Laws?* " I am,** he replied. "And did 

joo write the *Repablic?"* "Yes." "Well, 

has not ereiy republic laws of its own? What was 

the nse of yoar writing Anar over again ?" 

Stobaus, FUr. xiU. 37. 

318. 

Thk Maxims op the " Sbtbn Wise Mkn." * 

Go with God. Obey law. Wonhip the gods. 
Respect parents. Bear defeat when 70a desenre it* 
Decide with knowledge. Hear and utdentand. 
Know thyself. Marrj only when it b fittiiH:. Be 
Ml too prood for a moftaL Know that tho« art 



' M«i «f thtw layiH* •>* la tfm w$%4k ef Awa tm% la 
llwM tylkbiM Mck SMh k«riiy it «ll«i lifDiriHi k 
— Ktlkii tfMMktioa. la a fcw Imimibm it !■ a saawaf 
t rt w t M t ty ia dMOftik. 
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aitnuige^. Honowr tbelMtrth.' Goireni tlqnelt 
Aid thy friends. Rcttrain wnUh. Make ^ood 
■eBte the leMOB oClife. Prise fMneChoaglit. Sweer 
Ml at alL Hold friendship in fcgard. Cling to 
learning. Aim at getting a good name. As|»ire 
to be wise. Speak well of what is good. Dis- 
parige no one. Fraise virtne. Be jnst in your 
dealings. Have a good opinion of friends. Repel* 
enemies. Act always as a gentleman. Ab- 
stain from vice. Be not eidnsiYe. Keep 
what b your own | abstain from what belongs 
to others. Use good words. Hear everything. 
Oblige a friend. Do nothing in excen. Econo- 
mise time. Have an eye to the ftitare. Dislike 
ontnge. Show mercy to sappUants. Suit your^ 
self to alL Ed oc a te your sons. Give when yon 
have got. Fear craft. Speak well of all. Make 
yoarself a philosopher. Judge in things lawfrd** 
Act with foil knowledge. Abstain from slaughter. 
Pray for what is possible. Make friends of the 
wise. Make sore of a man*s morals. Restore what 



■ Hoepitelity, wA th> ciiioaJsl rim paid at ths htaffth- 



* OrnifKlte. 

* Thi« wo»ld ••» to iMii, **De ast gjyt a laahdadiioa 
la tMiifi tacrtd** (2fa« ^|6m> 



yott have taken. Suspect no one. ATail yomr^ 
tdf of skill Give at once what yon intend* 
Value good serrioes. Grndge no nan. Never 
sleep on watch. Praise hope. Hate slander. 
Make gains justly. Hononr the good* Be sore 
about jrour judge. Keep anthoritj over mar*' 
riages. Believe in luck. Avoid bait Converse 
with aU. Make friends of equals. Lead not 
others into expenses. Take pleasare in aoquir* 
ing. Have respect for modesty. Repay in full 
a favour. Pray for prosperity. Be content 
with your fortune. Use eyes as well as ears. 
Lose not labour on what cannot be gotten. De- 
test strife. Dislike taunts. Hold your tongue. 
Repel insolence. Deckle justly. Make use of 
wealth. Take no bribe for a kgal inquiry. Bhune 
no one behind his back. Speak with knowledge. 
Insist not on strong measures. Live in peace. Be 
gentle in interco ur se. Do not shirk your obliga« 
tions. Be courteous to alL Curw wok ycm sons. 
Control your toiiguei Study yov own good. 
Teach yourself to be al&ble. Give a reply when 
It b wanted. Labour with right on your ildt. So 
act as not to regret. When you do wrong be sorry 
for it Kmp guard over your eyo. Be not hasty 
Do Ml Mop Hn yon hcvo Midt an tad. 



Proenre friendship. Be food natared. Tiynever 
todingTce. TcUnoooeaiecret Fcerthttwhidi 
hat power over yoo. Pwioe what it tatted to yov. 
Await the right tfaiie. Settle enmitiet. Look lor 
old age. Boatt not of ttieagth. Aocvttooi yoor* 
telf to good wofdt. Avoid ataking aa enemy. 
Get rich by honetty. Do not fiUl thort of your 
lepatatioB. Hate vice. Never be tired of learn- 
ing. Be prudent in yoorventaret. Nevergiveap 
thrift. Hold oradet in retpecL Be fond of your 
household. Fight not againtt the absent. Re- 
tpect an ekier. Teach the younger. Mistnut 
wealth. Have self-respect Never commence an 
outrage. Be a crown of honour to your ancestors. 
Die for your country. Fight not with life. Laugh 
not over a corpse. Condole with the unfortunate. 
Do favours that bring no harm. Be not pained at 
every annoyance. Let your o&pring be firom the 
well-bom. Make proiessioos to no one. Wrong 
not the dead. Think not, because you prosper, 
that you are a god. Trust not to fortune. As a 
boy be well-behavod, as a young man have self* 
control, in middle age be honesty in old age be 
reasonable. Be resigned to die. 

STOi^njs, FUr. UL 8a 
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319. 
Theophrastiis said to one who had kept rilcnt at 
a todal party, *'If jnm are imedttcated 70a aie 
wife, if edacated foolish." 

Dioo. Laxrt. ▼. s, 4a 

Phjlaichiis sajs, that the Greeks, in sacrificing 
to the son, do not vse wine^ hot only honey, in the 
Itbatiotts. It wodd never do^ they say, for a god 
to get tipsy who has to gorern, to visit, and.to 
keep goiqg the whole nniverse I 

Atrbn. XT. p. 693. 

3«. 
Diogenes, seeiog the hoose of a spendthrift ad- 
vertised for sale, said to it, 'M knew that, after 
snch a dehanch, yon would not long retain yonr 
'on yonr stomach ■ 

Dtoa Laut. vi. ii. 47. 



Aristippos, who was fond of good cheer, 
told hie attendants to give two ponnds for a par- 
trUge. Wb«i mmm one hhimed Urn for hit «• 



iMtikad, **WoddMCj«ilM^ebca 
tvopcMtfaril?* ** FcrlMfM I wgH* was the 
fcpljr. " Wdl»" Mid Aikltppm *« two poods to 
■s m vWt two pcBct sre to joo. 

DiOG. Labkt. a. 8; 66w 



ThettOM^ wWo MHoe ooc aikod kirn tosohpom 
fiddly repUod, "Wk/doyoo want to mie that 
wy^ gives «i tioabk OMMgh wWa tied ap ? ** 



Aristippas was SMwd^ why he botiowad piooey 
ofhisfrieads. '* Not for a^ owa henefit,** he re- 
plied, *'hat to teach them the proper ase of 
wealth." nU. 72. 

The lame was once tailing in a boat with a large 
tomofmoDex. Discovering that the crew were in 
reality pirates, he took oat his mooey, ooanted it 
before thess, and pretended to drop it accidentally 
into the sea. "Oh dear I oh dear I" he ex- 
daimed, ^ there's all my money gone. Oh ! '* 
"Why did yoado that?" asked a friend after- 
wards. ** Why/ said he, "«mly it was better 
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tluit the moDey ihoald be loit through Aristip|Nd^ 
than that Aristtpp«s ihonld be loit through the 
monej." DiOG. Labrt. U. 4, 77* 

396. 
A young man was introdnced to Aristipptts, to 
become hit papiL "I shall expect ten pounds,** 
said the philosopher. "Ten pounds, " said the 
father; "whj, I coakl boy a slave for that!** 
"Then bnj one^" said Aristippos, "and yma will 
hate two slaves in jour household.'* 

/»i^iL8,7a. 

3*7. 
When Croesus became King of Lydia, he ap- 
pointed his brother as regent equally with himselt 
Hearing of this, one of the Lydians came to him 
and said t " Sir, we know that the sun b the source 
of all that is good and beautiful on earth, and that 
there would be nothing unless he shone upon it* 
But if some day we have hm suns, everything wiU 
be burnt up and destroyed. So also the Lydiaaa 
accept one King, and legard him as their prolec t ioc^ 
bnt thev mm*/ timd iw§k ** 

STOftCtrt, Ar. ihrlL ta • 
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Sokm WIS oQoe praait at « bftnqoct, wlien a 
iiq;>hew of his Muig oac of Sappho'i odet. He 
WIS so delighted with it that he desiied his nephew 
to teach it to him also. " Why do yo« take such 
an interest in it?" asked the youth. '^Thatas 
ioon as I have learnt it I may die,** replied Sokm. 

Stohaus, fUr, nviiL 5& 

Afchimedes stack so doselj to the board on 
which he drew his diagrams, that hb attendants 
had to use force to nuke him leave it for a time to 
get washed and anointed. No sooner was the 
latter operation performed, than he began to draw 
squares and circles on his oiled skin I 

330. 
iEschylus was a spectator of a boxing*match at 

the Isthmian games, together with his contem* 
porary Ion of Chios. One of the combatants, on 
receiving a terrible blow in the iace, remained 
silent, though there was a loud cry on the part of 
all present. "See,** said iEschylns, " what prac- 
tice wiU do.** Ihid. Sy. 
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Cephisodonis made the shrewd remark, that 
when people got through their property by ex* 
traYagaiice» it was invariably inherited, and not 
gained by their own exertions. 

STOBiEUS, Fkr. xxviii. 78. 

Anaxarchns said that if any one imprecated on 
another the loss of his hands or his feet, he would 
be justly angry ; and yet rich people deliberately 
made those limbs useless to themselves, and then 
gloried in it Ibid, xxx. 15. 

333. 
Cleanthes, who had not uttered a word at a 

social meeting, was asked If conversation with 

friends was not a pleasure ? *' The more it is so^** 

he replied, *' the more we ought to resign it to 

those for whom we have a special regard." 

/MUlxxiiLi. 

334* 
Theocritus was asked by a chatterbox, ** Where 

shall I see you to-morrow?" "Where I shallnot 

ff^jnM^" he replied* Ihid. joadv. 15. 



33S- 
Some one itid to Clcottntw, "Are ]roa aot 

•ffhamed of bciiig dmnk?*' *'Are not ym 

iihemed," he replied^ " of being teen talktng to 

a dranken men ? * STOB^ut, fUr. uadr. 17, 

Lycniciiiy the Uw-|pirer» nsed to sej* that e 
nuui'i credit depended on his fortune, Imt hit 
credibilitj 00 hit mnnner. Ikid. nxrii. 24. 

337. 
SocfAtet vted to adyite young men to kxik at 

themselTet often in the mirror. " If ]roa are hand* 

tome," he taid, " make yonrtelTet worthy of yovr 

lookt ; if yoa have the misfortnne to be vgly, nte 

high acoomplishmentt for a veiL" 

Dioo. Lasrt. ii. 16, 33. 

338. 

Socrates once asked some rich people to dine 

with him, to the great consternation of his wife 

Xanthippe. " Nerer mind, my dear,** said he ; 

"if they are reasonable people, they will fiOl in 
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with our ways ; if they prore a b^ lot, why, we 
ihill not troable oonelTet ftboat them.** 

DiOG. Lairt. iL ^4. 

3J9. 

The same^ in estimating in the aggregate a niim- 

her of things of trifling value, said, "One woaM 

haidly object to a bad shilling, and then accept a 

nmnber of the same coins in discharge of a debt" 

340. 
Socrates, on being informed that he had been 
condemned to death by the Athenians, replied^ 
" And so have they been by Natvre." 

iM. 35. 

341. 
The same^ on finding that he had been made a 

batt for the writers of comedy, said, "We shookl 

sabmit ooradfcs to their criticisms, for if there ia 

really something wrong in vs» we will correct it % 

if not, their critidsass need not coQoem vs.** 

34«- 
Xanthippe^ after rouidly scolding him, ended 

by throwing a pail of wat«r oftr Socratai. ** I 
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told fo« Xanthippe wovld briaf rain after thaa- 
he lenarked. Dioo. Lairt. ti. 56. 



343- 
Diogenes, obtenriag tliat the dty of Mfsdos 

was snail, bat had large gates, exdaioMd, " Ye 

■lenof Myndosl if ]roadoB*t shut those gates, fovr 

city will get out." IhU. tL a, 57. 

344- 
Diogenes went ap to a fia pleader called Anaiu* 

nenes, and said to him, " If ]roa would gire ns 

poor folk some of that paiuich of yours, yon would 

be the lighter, and we should be all the better for 

it." /M 

345- 
The same^ when some one had said to him, 

"Yoa pretend to be a philosopher, bat know 

nothing,** rejoined, " Eren pretending to be 

learned, shows a fondness for it." IM, 64. 

346. 
The city of Mylasa in Caria stands nnder the 
brow of a steep hill, in which are quarries of fine 
white marble. The material was found oseful for 
constmcting the public buildings, bat the site was 
dangenins firom the chance of hmdslips, • A go- 
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▼ernor of the district, obsenrinj^ this, remarked, 
that if the founder of the citj had no sense of fear, 
he might at least have had some respect for his 
own repatation. Stkabo^ libw xIt. p. 659, 

347. 
AUbanda in Caria lies between two hills, which 
give the town some resemblance to an ass be t ween 
two panniers. As the neighbourhood swarms with 
scorpions, one Apolkmins, a Jmi frivani of the 
place, said of it, "Alabanda is nothing better than 
two panniers lull of soorptons." JUd. p. 66a> 

One of the sajrings of Chilo of Sparta was t 
*' Prefer loss to dishonest gain ; the former vexes 
]roa for a timc^ the latter will bring jroa lastiog 
remorse.*" Dioo. Labkt. I. a, 7a 

349- 
Bias of Priene used to say, " The most mifor* 
tvnate of aU men is he who cannot bear mit- 
fertne." /W L S, 8& 

The saaM^ when askod what most menfegaidad 
M the dricf pleasmoT lifc, icpliad* '•Moocjn 
makfav." Rid. 
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SoenUct used to tay, "A mtn eta bo wan 
OMke ft MUe vae of wemlth witKovt rcsson, dum he 
CftB of ft bone wHkovt ft brkUe." 

Sroiisus, fUr. UL 9a 

35«. 
The iftme obeenred UuU, "Yo« tniflit as well 

expect ft week nuui to beftr ft boiden ftSft Ibol to 

beer p roipc rit y.** IkitL hr. 64. 

353- 
Democtitas iftid, " Mea of no mind deeire to 

become old meiely becftose they ftie ftfraid to die." 

Ikid, Si. 

354- 
Diogenet wes once ttioUuic beckmuds, vader ft 
portico, when he noticed tome penoot Uughing ftt 
him. "Are ]roa not ftshftmed,** he ftsked* "to 
find fiuilt with my beck-ftepping, when you yovr* 
lelves hftve been beck-iliding ftU through life ? * 

Ihid.%^ 

355- 
Zeno^ the Stoic, bed ft wfty of quietly bftntering 

thoee whom he wished to ridicule. One dfty, when 

ft young fop ihowed lome hetitfttioo in croesing ft 

a I 
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mall wfttercoufse, Zeno obienred, *' He doen't 
like mud. It won't reflect kb pr^ hot m ireXI 
IS dear water does." 

Dioo. Labkt. tiL I, 17. 



I 356. 



The same, when a Cynic philoaopher asked him 
for a little oil in hii craet, replied, " Shan't! Now 
go home and conikler which of us two hat the 
greater impudence.'* JkiiL 

357. 
The tame^ when hit papQ Aritto wu talking in 

a random way, said to him, " I ihonhl say yovr 

fiuher was tipsy when he begot JOQ." IHtLi%. 

3$«. 
The same, when tome one remarked that he dis- 
liked most of the doctrines of Antisthenes, (jnoted 
to him a pregnant sentence ftom Sophodea. "Do 
yon see anything good in that?" he asked. "I 
don't know," said the other. *' Then why do yon 
select only the bad sayings of Antisthenea? May 
•there not be some good in him also wUch yon 
•donlknow'of?" aU.1% 
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359^ 
A wctltliyaiidgood*lookiiisfCNith from Rbodcii 

not fgmtrkahle for iBtdUgence^ pressed Zcno far 

instractkxif tnd seeiMd sBwilluiff to Inire hisn* 

The phiiosophcr, In the first placet nuKk him sh 

down on a dosty bench, that he might soil his 

samrt doak, and afterwards brought him into dose 

contact with some ragged bcgganu The yoong 

man very soon left hiaiL Dioo. Labrt. vU. is. 

Zcno was once present at a banquet of talkers, 
anddid notntteraword. When he wu reproached 
far thiib he said, "Go and tdl the host that one of 
his guests^ at least, knows how to hold his tongoe.** 

361. 
Crates was once trying to drag Zcno by his doak 
from a lecture given by Stilpo. " A philosopher's 
hold,** said Zeno^ "should be on the ear, not on 
the gown. Persuade me, draw me by that, and I 
win go with yoa. Otherwise, my body only will 
be with yon, bat my heart will remain with Stilpo^** 

Rid. I. 24. 
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36a. 
Plato was in a great rage with ooe of his slaTes» 
and said to him, "Thank the gods that your 
master b in a passion, or depend upon it, he 
would hate punished you.** 

Stoil«vs, Fkr, xx. 43. 

\ 

363. 

Socrates, being asked why he never wrote 

books, replied, " Because I see that the paper it 

worth much more than anything I could put upon 

it- /bV/.wd.9. ' 

364. 
Socrates, being asked his definition of a Snob^ 
replied, " One who looks down upon others who 
are really hit equals.** IhUU xxiL 38. 

365. 
Hegemon of Thasos was nicknamed "Pulse.** 
On one occasion he came into the theatre to act in 
a comedy, and surprised the audience by suddenly 
pouring a lapiul of pebbles from the stage bto the 
ofchestra. "Pelt me, if yon please^** he 'ex* 
claimed ; "but I maintain that Pulse b not a bad 
entertainment either in tnnmer or in winter.** 

Atrin. is. p. 4061. 
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'* Art witboat pnetkt,* Protagoras wad to tay« 
** ataUi M Kttk at pnctke witboat vt" 

8T0BA0i» Ar. BfaL tei 

367. 
Nidas was to tod of acdte work that be vsed 
oltcB to ask hia scnraats, "Have I been to tbe 
batb?" •'HavelbadbraakfiMt?" /M£ S5. 

Plntareb observes tbat envy Is like siBoke»— 
tbeie b a great deal of it In tboae wbo are begfai- 
aiq^ bat It fanisbes wbea tbey flare mp^ and be- 
cooM iUastrkras. Tbis» be adds, is tbe reason wby 
old men are leldom tbe objects of envj. 

yit/. nonriii. Jt. 

369. 
Socrates laid, "Tbose wbo walk tbe path of 
fuae areas certain to be attended by envy as tboae 
wbo walk in tbesansUae by tbeir own sbadows." 

35- 



37a 
Fftbagons beld tbat tbe downward career of 
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dtiet wu through the entrance of Inznry first, of 
po«K«ring more than we want next, of outrage and 
insolence in the third place, and of ruin in the 
fourth and bst STOBiVUS, Fkr, xliii. 79. 
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371. 
Artazerxes was requested by his chamberlain to 

do something which he thought very unfair. Find- 
ing on inquiry that the man had been bribed to 
make the request, he ordered Cy^ooo to be 
brought " Take it," he sakl ; " I shall be none 
the poorer for giving this, but I should be much 
unjust for doing that.** 
Plutarch, Reg. eilmp, Ap. Arias. 4. 



37«. 
Ateas, King of the Scythians, having taken 

prisoner a first*rate flute pUyer called Ismenias, 

asked him for a tune. The performance wu hi^y 

appUnded by the court ; but Ateas merely said, 

** I had rather hear my horse neigh." 

JhuL AtHu. 

373. 
Dionyiitts the ekkr paid special honour to an 
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vBprindpled mtn who was greatly disliked hf tlie 
ctdaent. Wlicn blamed far tlui, be replied, «« It4t 
my with to have MMM one wbo it Bioffe bated tbaa 
Byielt" Plutarch, Dkmyu ii. 

374. 
The yonncer Diooytitii was asked how it came 
to pass that his iather, a maa of no fortiuei and a 
private cstixen, attained to the sovereignty of Syra- 
cuse, while hcb the son and successor, had lost it ? 
"The reason is this,** he replied; '*my father 
assumed the government when the people were 
tired of democracy ; but I soooeeded him when they 
were tired of sovereignty." JHd^ Dkn^jun. 4 

375. 
Alexander, the putative son of Antiochus Epi- 

phanes, was veiy partial to one Diogenes, an As- 
syrian by birth, and a follower of the Stoics, but a 
man of immoral lifa^ and churlish and satirical 
temper. This person preferred to his patron a re- 
quest not very consistent in a philoaopher— to be 
allowed to wear a purple garment and a golden 
crown 'with a design in the centre representing 
Virtue. Alexander consented, and even made 
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him a present of the crown. But the man had a 
secret attachment to a certam actress,' and made 
her a present of his newly acquired fineiy. Hear- 
ing of this, Alexander invited Diogenes to meet at 
a banquet a laige party of dbtinguished men and 
philosophers. " And bring with yon your crown 
and your robes," added the King. On the man 
alleging as an excuse, that it was " not a fit occa- 
sion for wearing them," the actress was suddenly 
introduced to give a performance, and lo I she ap« 
peared with the crown of Virtue and the purple- 
robe 1 A roar of laughter broke out from the guests, 
but Diogenes was not disconcerted, and praised her 
performance from beginning to end. 

Athen. y. p. an. 

376. . 
The mother of Brasidas, having been told of her 
son*s death in the battle at Amphipolis, asked the 
messengers whether he died with honour, and in a 
manner worthy of his countiy. On their assuring 
her that " No Spartan could have been braver," 
she remarked, *' Well, strangers, he wot a brave 

* TlM word 0^i«ivar)kttMdb the r«adiiiaa, hoik MOM 
10 BtM a OHui who Mli a woaaa's part. 
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tad good bd I tet« thtnk iMtTCB I Sparta has 
matsf batter.** Plot. Zjmm. Aftjpk^ 

317- 
A Spartan woaum had fiire toot who had gone 

ottt as soldicfs. Expecttaf the itiae of a battlet 

die took a positioe in the snbitrb to hear the first 

news. When the answer was given to her inqnifyy 

that aU her tons were killed, die esdaimed, ** Vile 

slave I I did not ask tJUU, Imt how mj oonntry haa 

frred.** *' It is ▼ktoriotts,'*the7 replied. ''Then,** 

saki she, "I am content to hear even of th^ death 

of my sons.** ML 

Certain renigces came from Chios to pteier com* 
plaints against Pacdaretus. His mother Telentia 
sent for them, and finding from them that her son 
was clearly in the wrong, she wrote to him with 
Tjiconisn brerity, ** Either behaTC better, or stay 
where yon are and give up all idea of retnming to 
Sparta.** /Hd. 

379- 
Nearcfans, describing the devemess of the 
Indians in art, informs ns how they saooeeded m 
making an artificial qxmge, having seen a real one 
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in Alexander's camp. They took hair, bits of fine 
strings and some threads, and sewed them into a 
ball of wooL Then they worked it into a compact 
mass like felt, palled it ont again into holes, and 
Imitated the natnral tints by colours. 

Strabo, lib. XV. p. 717. 

38a 
There are three principal forms of government 
in the world— absolute sovereignty, oligarchy, and 
democracy. The conduct of the first two depends 
OB the disposition of the rulers ; that of the last, 
on the laws that have been established. 

iEscHiNES, CwUra TUmank. p. 39. 

381. 

The Persians had a custom, on the death of their 

king, to suspend for five days the action of the 

laws. Thus the real value of law, and of a king to 

administer It, was forcibly impressed on the people. 

Stobaus, ^Ur. xliv. 41. 

Bias, when about to condemn a criminal to 
death, bunt Into tears. " What I" said one pre- 
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•em, "jroattbejodce^showthiflpityl" '*I 
not ketpb" be lepUed, "ptying this tribvle to 
oitm^ whOc I gifc mj ToCe for the Uw." 

Stobaus, FUr. xItL 67. 

Hiero^ king of Syniaue, was tmimted bj aooie 
one for hiTiiig <<foiU brauh.** He bimmcd hit 
wife for not hiTing told him of the defect <«I 
nppceed," the Mid» " it was a pecoliarity of yoor 
•ei.'' Plot. Rtg. H Im^ Ap. Hien 3. 

When the tame diarfe was brought against the \y 
poet Euripides, he pleaded as the reason thai 
" many secrets had grown stale on his tongue." 

STOBiVUS, FUr. 237, 58. 

385. 
Antigonus the elder communicated to his son. 
Demetrius his intention to put Mithridates to death, 
but bound him by a solemn oath "not to speak of 
it'* Demetrius took Mithridates a walk by the 
seaside^ and wrote on the sand with the end of his 
spear, " ^mm.** hiithridates took the hint, and 
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ctci^wd to Pootu, whefe he aftennrds beetme 
ldii(: Plut. Rtg. ei Imp. Ap. Antig, 18. 

586. 
Some one was praitinst in the hearing of King 
Agesilans, an orator who waa clever at making 
orach of a anaU matter. *^ I should never call 
him a good oobbler," said he^ "whoasakes a large 
shoe lor a small foot** 

Plut. Apo^ £ju. Agu, 3. 

Charillns» the Spartan, being asked the leeaon 
tA the costom of nnmarried girls being ittv«iled« 
bat married women being mulled, icpliedp **Bo- 
canse the girls have to find hnsbands^ bat the 
w i v es to keep those who own them.** 

IkUUChmr.%. 

Theophrastns was asked to define Love. ** It 
is the aflection of a mind," he ieplied» **that has 
nothing better to engi^ it* 

SroMTOi^ At. lihr. w^ 

Pkodicns said that, if /on aoobled Desive|mi 
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vmld ^ Lovt iw the icnk; if jtm doabled 



Aristotle was asked, '* Wky it Love ft lovie of 
the beantifU?" He answcied, *'Tliftt it fW 
aMSttoaofabUBdHMaL" lkid.\3a.\^ 

391. 
Cleaatbet the Stok was often baatered \pf his 

lellow-itvdeots, who gave hioi the niclriiame of 
''Ass.** '* I BBay be an ass,* he good-natured]/ 
feplied, *' bat I am the only one of yon who caa 
cany the buden whidi Zeno, ovr fonnder, has 
placed 00 ovr backs.** 

Dioa Lairt. viL 5, 17a 

The same was often heard reproadiiag himself; 
and, on one of these occasions, Aristo asked him, 
"Whom are yon finding &alt with?** *'Withaa 
old man,''he replied, '* who has got grey hairs^ bat 
has not got mnch sense uider them.* 

IhUU 171. 
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393. 
The lame^ when tomeone leaiarked, *' Afoeii* 

Imns ho very lax Tiewt alioat the Duty of Maay** 

replied, *'Dofi*t bUme him ; his actioiis are belter 

Uu hit lectniei.'' ••WeU," Mid Arcciihmi^ 

**]roa don't flatter me, certainlyl'' *'Yes, mj 

friend," said Clcanthes, "it is a compliment, in 

jroor case, to afEim that yon presch one thing and 

Dioa iJiBftT. viL 171. 

394- 
Chrystppos used to propose to his papib soch 

lessons in dialectics as the following : *< What it 

not in the town cannot be in any private boost. 

Bvt there is no well in the town ; thercCMe there 

it no well in any private house." Again x "If 

someone it at M egara, he cannot be at Athcat. 

But iMM it at Mcgara; therefore wmm it not at 

Athent.* Again! "What yon tay, comet froai 

yonrmovth. Bvtyon tay, 'a waggon ;'thereibi« 

a waggon comet oat of yonr month." Againt 

"^faa/ hat an abstract eaittence I yon do not poa» 

ten that ; therelbra yon have no bend.* And* 

agafai I " If yon baft not lott n thi^^ yon b«f« IL 
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But yoa hmvt not lost horns ; Cherdbfe yon htyt 
horns." Dtoa Lakrt. tU. 7, 186-7. 

395- 
One of Che (kvonrite doctrines of Pyrrho was 

Indiflerentism, and the absence of any ^>edal likes 

and dislikes. One day he passed bj his friend 

and companion Anazaicha% who had fidkn into a 

dirty pond, and rendered him no helpw Some 

blamed him for this; bat Anaxarchos himself 

praised his indilTerentism. Bat 00 another occa- 

sion, when he showed grief for the loss of his 

sister, he excased himself on the plea that " the 

poor woman was aoC a lit sabject for indifle- 

rentism.** And once when he ran away from a 

fierce dog, he remarked, '* It is difficult to rid 

one's self entirely of the homan.** 

ijL63,66. 



396. 
When a state has some pablic work to execute^ 
it advertises for contracts to do the work in the 
best and cheapest way. Suppose, now, the work 
required is U mmki kumam lift mistrahU* Vice 
and Lock are sare to com p ete. Says Lock, **ru 
bring yoa warii marden, storms at sea, bad 
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jffn yyft f^ pcttileiice» fiUsc •ociiMtioii% ^tyw, vA 
impritooment! ** Sajts Vice : "Here I aa^ stripped 
of all eitenial aidi ; I want nooe of Che ftppUaaoet 
that Lnck hoasts oC What do men caie Ibr 
povcitjy or oold, heat, slavery, nay, for death 
itaelf 7 Many are iadUlereiit to^ tooM even ^ory 
in these thfaigs I Not Lock caimoC make mitefy. 
Tiyift/* 

PlotaiCH* An wUktUst ^it^iiiimkmJ^ 
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